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ADVERTISEMENT. 

'sasssaaasB 

NO apology is neceffary for the appearance of this work, 
if its utility be admitted. 

My firft intention was to place the names in alphabetical order ; 
but, on farther confideration, it was found to be impracticable, 
unlefs the whole work were before toa at one view. A chronolog- 
ical arrangement appeared, on the whole, equally proper, and more 
in my power. Should any deviation from the exaft order take 
place, it muft be afcribed to a deficiency of materials ; which 
however, it is hoped, will be fupplied, at fome future time, 

Boston, January, 1794. 



PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 

On the Circumnavigation of Africa by the An- 
cients; and its probable Confequence<> the Popu- 
lation of fome Part of America. 

The firft navigators, of whom we have any 
account, were the Phenicians, who were fcattered 
along the coafts of the Mediterranean and of the 
Red Sea. As early as the days of Mofes, they had 
extended their navigation beyond the pillars of 
Hercules, on the weftern coaft of Africa, toward 
the fouth; and as far northward as the iflandof 
Britain, whence they imported tin* and lead,* which 
according to the univerfal teftimony of the ancients, 
were not then found in any other country. 
~ From the accounts given in ancient hiftory of the 
expeditions of Sefoftris, King of Egypt, fome have 
been led to conclude, that he made a difcovery of 
all the coafts of Africa.t However this might be, 
there is no doubt that he opened, or revived a com- 
mercial intercourfe with India and Ethiopia, by 
way of the Red Sea. It hath alfo been thought, 
that the voyages of the Phenicians and Hebrews to 
Ophir, in the time of Solomon, were nothing more 
. nor lefs than circumnavigations of Africa.* 

But 

* See Numbers, chap, xxxi^ver. 22. 

+ Forfter's Hiflory of Voyages and Difcoveries, page j. 

J Ibid. 
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But, leaving thefe, for the prefent, in the region 
of conje&ure ; the earlicft regular account which 
we have, of any voyage round the continent of Af- 
rica, is that performed by order of Necho, King of 
Egypt, and recorded by Herodotus; the moftan* 
cient hidorian, except the facred writers, whofe 
works have come down to our time, His charafter 
as a hiftorian is, " candid in his acknowledgment 
of what is uncertain, and abfolute when he fpeaks 
of what he knows," The date of Necho's reign is 
fixed by Rollin 616 years before Chrift, The date 
of Herodotus' hiftory is placed by Dufrefnoy in the 
third year of the 83d Olympiad, anfwering to 446 
years before Chrift, So that he jnull have penned 
his narration of this voyage, in lefs than two centu- 
ries after it was performed* I (hall give his account 
at large, in a literal tranflation, from the Geneva 
edition of his work, in Greek and Latin, by Stephar 
fius»* In defqribing the feveral great divifions of 
the earth, he fpeaks thus : 

♦ € I wonder at thole who have divided and diftin- 
guifhed Lybia,t Afia and Europe, between w T hich 
there is not a little difference. If indeed Europe 
agrees with the others in length, yet in breadth it 
does not feem, to me, worthy to be compared. For, 
Lybia fhe ws itfelf to be furrounded by the fea, ex- 
cept where it joins to Afia. Necos, King of the 
Egyptians, being the firft of thofe, whom we know, 

to 

* Lib. iv 5 chap. 42* 

+ Lybia is the name by which the whole continent of Africa 
|/^s called by the Greeks, 



Preliminary Dissertation* 7 

to demonftrate it. After he had defifted from dig- 
ging a ditch from the Nile to the Arabian gulf (in 
which work above twenty thoufand Egyptians pe- 
riftied ; he betook himfelf to raifing armies and 
building (hips, partly in the north fea* and partly in 
the Arabian gulf, at the Red Sea, of which they 
yet fhow fome remains. t) He fent certain Pheni- 
cians in fhips, commanding them, that having paff- 
ed the pillars of Hercules, they fhould penetrate the 
north fea, and fo return to Egypt. The Pheni- 
cians therefore loofing from the Red Sea, went 
away into the fouthern fea, and, direfting their 
fliips to land, made a feed time^ at the end of au- 
tumn, that they might expeft a harveft, and might 
affiduoufly coaft Lybia. Then, having gathered 
the harveft, they failed. J Thus, two years being 
confumed ; in the third year, coming round the 
pillars of Hercules, they returned to Egypt ; re- 
porting things which with me have no credit, but 
may perhaps with others, that in failing round Lybia 
they had the Sun on the right hand.§ In this manner 
it was firft known. 

" In the fecond place, the Carthaginians, 
have faid, that a certain Satafpes, fon of 

Tcafpis 

* By the north fea is meant the Mediterranean, which lies north 
•f Egypt. 

+ Lib. ii, chap. 48. 

J " Into whatever part of Lybia feamen came, they waited for 
harveft, and when they had reaped, they loofed from the ftiore." 

(Note of Stephanus. 

§ i. e. They being in the fouthern hemifphere and failing north- 
ward, faw the Sun rife on the right hand. 

A 4 



9 PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. 

fcf Teafpis, a man of the Achamenides did not fail 
round Lybia, when he was fent ; but being deter- 
red by the length of the navigation and the folitude 
of the country, returned home, having not fulfilled 
the labour which his mother enjoined him. For 
he had violated a virgin, daughter of Zopyrus, the 
fon of Megabyfus ; and for that caufe, being by 
Xerxes condemned to be crucified, his mother, 
toho was fifter to Darius, liberated him ; becaufe* 
fee faidj ftie would impofe on him a punifhment 
greater than the King's command. Wherefore it 
became neceffary for him to fail round all Lybia, 
till he fhould come to the Arabian gulf. Xerxes 
Cdnfenting to this, Satafpes went into Egypt, and, 
having there taken a {hip and companions, failed 
to the pillars of Hercules. Having palfedthem, 
and having doubled the promontory of Lybia call- 
ed Syloes,* he kept a fouthern courfe. Having 
traverfed much of the fea in many months, and find- 
* ing riHich more time neceffary, he turned about and 
came back to Egypt. Returning to Xerxes, he re- 
ported, that in vifiting the rcmoteft coafts, he had 
feen fmall men, clothed in Phenician garments; 
tyho, at the approach of his (hip, fled to the moun- 
tains and left their villages ; which he entered, and 
took nothing from them but cattle* He gave this 
rcafon for not having failed round Lybia, that his 
fliip could fail no farther ; but was flopped. Xer- 
kes did not believe him, and becaufe he had not 

performed 

. * Now called Cape Bojador in the 26th degree of north lati- 
tude. 
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performed his engagement, ordered him to under- 
go his deftined punifhment." 

To the authenticity of this circumnavigation of 
the African continent, the following objeftions have 
been made : 

Firft, it is faid that « the VefTels which the ancients 
employed, were fo fmall as not to afford ftowage 
for provifions, fufficient to fubfift a crew during a 
long voyage." 

Secondly, " their conftru&ioft was fuch that they 
could feldom venture to depart far from land, and 
their mode of fteering along the coaft was fo circuit- 
ous and flow, that we may pronounce a voyage 
from the Mediterranean to India, by the Cape of 
Good Hope, to have been an undertaking beyond 
their power to accomplifh ; in fuch a manner as to 
render it in any degree fubfcrvient tcf comirferce. 
To this decifion, the account preferred by Herodo- 
tus of a voyage performed by fome Phenician (hips 
employed by the King of Egypt, can hardly be con- 
fidered as repugnant.''* 

I have chofen to confider both thefe objeftions 
together, becaufe that each one helps to deftroy 

the 

* Robertfon's India, p. 175, American edition. 
The objeftions taken from this learned author were not made 
dire&ly againft the voyage mentioned by Herodotus ; but rather 
againft the poffibility of a pafTage to India by way of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and round the African continent. However, as he brings 
this voyage into view in the fame argument, and fpeaks of it du- 
bioufiy, it is conceived that bis fentiments are not miffeprefented 
in the above quotations. 
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the other. For if the veffels were fo fmall, as not 
to contain provifions for a long voyage, this was one 
reafon for the navigators to keep their courfe near 
the land; that they might find water, fruits, game 
and cattle, on the fhore, as well as filh, on the fhoals 
and rocks near the coaft, for their fubfiftance. And 
if it was their defign to keep near the land, for the 
fake of difcovery, fmall veffels were bell adapted 
to the purpofe ; becaufe they could pafs over flioals, 
through fmall openings, between iflands and rocks, 
which are generally fituate near the coafts of great 
continents. Befides, if the veffels were fmall, they 
could carry but fmall crews, who would not require 
very large quantities of provifion. 

But Herodotus has helped us to folve the diffi- 
culty refpeQing provifions, in a manner perfc&ly 
agreeable to the pra&ice of antiquity, though un- 
known to modern navigators. They went on fhore 
and fowed corn, and when it was ripe gathered the 
' harveft. This enables us to account for two circum- 
ftances attending the voyage of Necho ; the length 
of time employed,, and the fupply of provifion, at 
leaft of bread, confumed in it. 

Nor was the fowing and reaping any lofs of time ; 
for the monfoons in the Indian ocean would not 
permit them to proceed any fafter. A fhip failing 
from the Red Sea with the N. E. monfoon, in the 
fummer or autumn, would meet with the S. W. 
monfoon, in the beginning of December, which 
mull have detained her in fome of the harbours, on 

the 
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the eaftern coaft of Africa, till the next April* 
During this time, in that warm climate, corn might 
be fown and reaped ; and any other articles, either 
of provifion or merchandife, might be takfen on 
board. Then the N. E. monfoon would carry 
her to the fouthern parts of Africa, into the region 
of variable winds. This regular courfe and chang- 
ing of the monfoons was familiarly known to the 
navigators of Solomon's {hips, and was the caufe of 
their fpending three years, in the voyage to and from 
Ophir. « In going and returning, they changed the 
monfoon fix times, which made thirty fix months. 
They needed no longer time to complete the voy- 
age, and they could not perform it in lefs."t 

It is not pleaded, that the voyage of Necho wai 
undertaken for the fake of commerce ; or, if the 
authenticity of it were eftablifhed, that it wouUf 
prove the practicability of a voyage from the Medi- 
terranean to India, round the Cape of Good Hope, 
by the vefTels then in ufe, and the nautical (kill 
then acquired. The voyage of which Herodotus 
fpeak3 might have been a voyage of difcoveryj 
fuch an one. as was perfectly agreeable to the genius 
of the people by whom it was performed, and of the 
prince, by whofe order and at whofe expenfe it was 
undertaken. " The progrefs of the Phenicians and 
Carthaginians, in their knowledge of the globe, 
was not owing entirely to the defire of extending 
their trade from one country to another. Com- 
merce was followed by its ufual effe£ts, among both 

thofe 

t Bpice's travels — B. ii, chap. 4. 
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thofe people. It awakened curiofity, enlarged the 
ideas and defires of men, and incited them to bold 
enterprifes. Voyages were undertaken, the fole 
obje$ of which was to "difcover new countries and to 
explore unknown feas"* The knowledge acquired 
in thefe voyages of difcovery might afterwards be 
fubfervient to commerce ; and though the Pheni- 
cians might not think it convenient, to circumnavi- 
gate Africa, more than once, yet that they carried 
on a commercial intercourfe with different parts of 
that country, and particularly with places ftfuate on 
the eaftern coaft, in the Indian ocean, we have evi- 
dence from the facred writings. In the reign of 
Solomon " the king's fhips with the fervants of 
Hiram and the navy of Tharfhifh every three years 
brought ivory, t apes and peacocks, befides filver. 
^Uid the gold of Ophir" which is with great reafon 
fuppofed to be the country now called Sofala on 
the eaftern coaft of Africa, in the fouthern hemif- 
phere; as the learned Bruce, in his late book of 
travels, has fatisfaftorily proved. 

The prophet Ezekiel, who was contemporary 
with Necho, King of Egypt, in the account which he 
gives of the merchandife of Tyre, enumerates fev- 
eral commodities, which it is well known belong to 
Africa, " horns of ivory and ebony, and the perfons 
of men."* We may foimfome idea of the ftrength 
and materials of the fhips of the Tyrians, and of 

their 

* Robertfon's America— -Vol. I, p. %i i 4th edit, 
+ 2 Chron. viii. 18, ix. 21. 

* Ezekiel, chap, xxvii, vcr. 13, 15. 
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their {kill in navigation,fromthe following paflagesin 
his apoftrophe to Tyrus. " They have made all thy 
lhip4)oards of fir trees of Senir ; they have taken 
cedars of Lebanon to make mafts for thee ; of the 
oaks of Bafhan have they made thine oars. Thy 
wife men, O Tyrus, were thy pilots. The ancients 
of Gebal, the wife men thereof were thy calkers. 
The (hips of Tharftiifh did fing of thee ; thou waft 
replenifhed and made very glorious in the midfi 
of the feas ; thy rowers have brought thee into 
great waters." Though we have no particular def- 
cription of the fize or model of their fhips; yet 
they certainly had mafts, fails and oars; their 
pilots and calkers were wife men, and they were 
not afraid to fail in great waters, by which is proba- 
bly meant the Ocean, in diftinQion from the Medi- 
terranean. t 
Of the form and ftrufture of the Grecian veflelg 
we have a more particular knowledge. " They 
were of inconfiderable burden, and moftly without 
decks. They had only one mall, and were fttang- 
ers to the ufe of anchors."* But then it muft be 
remembered, that " the Phenicians, who inftrufted 
the Greeks in other ufeful arts, did not communis 
cate to them that extenfive knowledge of naviga- 
tion, which they themfelves pofTefTed/'t We may 
hence conclude that the {hips of the Phenicians 
were fuperior to the Grecian veflels ; and we have 
no evidence from the ftru&ure of their vefTels or 
their mode of failing, to warrant a doubt of the abil* 

ity 

* Robertfon's America — Vol. I, p. if. 
t Ibid. p. 14. 
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ity of their fhips or feamen, to perform a voyage 
round the continent of Africa in three years. 

To an European theorift fuch a voyage may feem 
Jefs pra&icable than to an American. The Euro- 
peans have ufually employed none but fhips of great 
burden, in their trade to India and China; but 
fihce the Americans have vifited thofe countries, 
floops of fifty or fixty tons have failed round the 
Cape of Good Hope to China, and round Cape 
Horn to the northwelt coaft of America, and acrofs 
the north Pacific Ocean. If any doubt can yet re- 
main, it may be entirely removed by therecolleftion 
of a voyage perfomed in the year 1789, by Lieu- 
tenant Bligh of the Britifh navy; who, being 
turned adrift by his mutinous crew, traverfed the 
fouth Pacific Ocean, above twelve hundred 
^leagues, in a boat of twenty three feet long, with- 
out a deck, in much ftormy weather, with fcanty 
provifions; and having paffed many dangerous 
rocks and {hoals, among unknown iflands, arrived 
in forty one days at a Dutch fettlement in Timor, 
one of the Moluccas.* The obje&ions then againft 
the reality of Necho's voyage, from the fize and 
ftrufture of the Phenician veffels, and the want of 
provifion, are not fo formidable on examination, as 
at the firft appearance.t 

A third 

* See the printed narrative by Lieut. Bligh. 

+ Since this diflcrtation was fent to the prefs I have met with 
ihe following account of an adventure which adds to the credibil- 
ity of the circumnavigation of Africa in ftnall embarkations. 
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A third objeftion againft the credibility of 
this early circumnavigation is, that feveral writers 
of the greateft eminence among the ancients, and 
mod diftinguiflied for their knowledge of geogra- 
phy, regarded this account rather as an amufing 
tale, than the hiftory of a real tranfa&ion ; and, 
either entertained doubts concerning the poffibility 
of failing round Africa, or abfolutely denied it."* 

That 

In 1534 when the Portuguefe had eft ab lifted a government in 
India ; Badur King of Kambaya being tot war with the great 
Mogul fought afliftance from the Portuguefe and offered them the 
liberty of building a fort at Diu. As foon as this liberty was 
granted and the plan of the fort was drawn, James Botello a per* 
fon fkilful in the affairs of India, having been in difgrace with 
John King of Portugal, and being anxious to recover the favour 
of that Prince refolved to carry the firft news of it to him. Hav- 
ing obtained a copy of the plan he fet out from India in a bark of 
Jixtun Jut and a half long, nine broad and four and a half 
deep £ with three Portuguefe, two others, and his own flaves. 
He pretended that he was going to Kambaya, but when he was out 
atfea, made known his defign to go to Lifbon ; at which they 
were all aftonifhed. Being overcome by fair words they proceeded 
on their way, till finding themfelves reduced to diflrefs, the flave* 
agreed to kill Botello ; but after killing a fervant they were put 
to death themfelves* With the four who remained, Botello held 
on his courfe, doubled the fouthern cape of Africa and at length 
arrived at Lifbon ; where the bark was immediately burnt ; that 
no man might fee it was pofliblc to perform that voyage in lb 
{mall a veflel. The King was greatly pleafed with the news, and 
reftored Botello to his favour, without any other reward for fo 
daring an adventure* 

See a collection of Voyages and Travels, in quarto, printed at 
London, 1745, by Thomas Aftley. Vol. 1* p. 82, 
* Robcrtfcn'i India, p. 175. 
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That the Roman geographers and hiftorians did 
flbubt and difbelieve the ftory is very evident ; and 
the caufes are not far to be fought. 

The firft was the jealoufy of the Phenicians, 
c j Whatever acquaintance with the remote regions 
of the earth the Phenicians or Carthaginians acquir- 
ed, was concealed from the reft of mankind with a 
mercantile jealoufy. Every thing relative to the 
cburfe of navigation was a fecret of ftate, as well 
as a myftery of trade. Extraordinary fafts are 
recorded concerning their folicitude to prevent 
other nations from penetrating into what they wifh- 
ed fhould remain undiyulged."* One of thefe 
extraordinary fafts is thus related by Strabo. The 
Romans, being defirbus to difcpver the places, 
whence the Carthaginians fetched tin and amber, 
" fent a vefTel, with orders to fail in the wake of a 
Phenician vcflel. This being obferved by the 
Carthaginian, he purpofely ran his veffel among 
rocks and fand banks ; fo ttyat it was loft, together 
with that of the inquifitive Roman. The patriotic 
commander of the former was indemnified for his 
lofs by his country."t 

A fecond reafon was the pride of the Romans. 
If, as Pope tells us, 

"With honcftfeorn, the firft fam'd Cato viewM 
Rome, learning arts from Greece whom me fubdu'd ; ? * 

the fame pride would make their wife men fcorn to 
learn geography or navigation, theoretically, fronj 
thole who were beft able to teach them. It is ac- 
knowledged 

* Robert Ton's America, vol. i, p. 13." 

f Forfler's Hiftory of Voyages and Discoveries, chap. i-. 



PftELt&INARY DiSSERf ATIOK. if 

knowledged that the Romans " did Hot imbibe that 
commercial fpirit and ardor for difcovery which 
diftinguiflied their rivals/* It itiuft alfo be obferv* 
ed, that there was but little intercourfe between 
them; and that the Carthaginians were deficient m 
thofe fciences for which the Romans were famous* 
Among the Phenicians and Carthaginians, the ftudf 
and knowledge of their youth were confined to writ* 
ing, arithmetic, and mercantile accounts; whilft 
polite literature, hiftory and philofophy were in 
little repute ; and by a law of Carthage, the ftudy 
of the Greek language was prohibited ; kift any 
communication fhould be carried on with their e* 
nemies.t 

A third reafon was the opinion which the wifeft 
men among the Romans had formed, and to which 
they obftinately adhered, concerning the five 
zones, and the impoflibility of pafling from one 
hemifphere to the other, becaufe of the torrid zone 
lying between. This do&rine of the zones is fcf 
fully reprefented by Dr. Robertfon,J that I need 
only refer the reader to what he has written on the 
fubjeft. 

But notwithflanding the doubts and the infideli- 
ty of the Roman philofophers, and thfe great def * 
crence paid to them by this learned and cautious 
inquirer; there is one circumftance which almojl 
convinced him of the reality of Necho's voyage^ 

as 

* Robertfon's America, vol. i, p. 14* 
+ Rollin's Ancient Hiftory, book ii, part fe&« 7. 
% Robertfon's America^ vol. i* npte 8. 
B 
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as. related by Herodotus. It is this, that the Phe-' 
nicians, in failing round Africa, " had the Sun on 
their right hand which Herodotus, with his ufual 
niodefty and candor fays, "with me has no credit, 
ttiough it may with others." On this the Do&or, 
judicioufly remarks, " The fcience of aftronomy 
Was in that early period fo imperfeft, that it was 
by experience only, that the Phenjeians could 
ct>me at the knowledge of this faft ; they durft not, 
without this, have ventured to aflert what would 
have appeared to' be an improbable fiftion."* In- 
deed if they had not known it by experience, there 
iff -not the leaft conceivable reafon for their invent- 
ihg fuch a report ; nor even for the entrance of 
fiich an idea into their imagination. The modeft 
doubt of Herodotus is another argument in favour 
of the truth and genuinenefs of it ; for as he had 
no experience to guide him, and the idea was new, 
it'Was very proper for him to hefitate in admitting 
it) though he fhowed his impartiality by inferring it 
in his relation. 

* So much for the voyage performed by the Phe- 
nicians under the orders of Necho, which is the 
firjl proof produced by Herodotus, of his pofition, 
that* 6 Lybia isfurrounded by the fea, except where 
it joins Afia." 

- His fecond proof is not fo conclufive, nor is the 
defign of his introducing it fo obvious. It is the 
relation of a voyage undertaken by Satafpes a Per- 
fian, whofe puniftiment was commuted from cruci- 
fixion 

* Robertfon's India, note 54. 
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fixion to failing round Lybia ; which voyage he 
began, but returned by the lame route, not having 
Jftmpleted it. The reafon which he gave for re- 
turning was* that u his fliip was flopped and could 
fail no farther," which hisfovereign did not believe, 
and therefore put him to death, to which he had 
before been condemned. * 

The only evidence which this ftory can afford 
is, that the circumnavigation of the African con- 
tinent was, at that time, thought practicable The 
mother of Satafpes thought fo, or fhe would not 
have propofed it ; and Xerxes thought fo, or he 
would not have difbelieved the ftory of the fhip 
being flopped ; by which expreffion was meant 
that the fea was no farther navigable, by reafon of 
land. 

The exa& date of this voyage is not afcertaln* 
ed ; but as Xerxes reigned twelve years, and died 
in the year 473 before Chrift, it could not have 
been much more than thirty years, preceding the 
time when Herodotus publifhed his hiftory. 

The voyage of Hanno, the Carthaginian, is thus 
briefly mentioned by Pliny : " In the flourifhirig 
ftate of Carthage, Hanno having failed round 
from Gades [Cadiz] to the border of Arabia, com- 
mitted to writing an account of his voyage ; as did 
Himilco, who was at the fame time fent to difcover 
the extreme parts of Europe."* The chara&er of 
Pliny, as a hiftorian, is, that " he collefted from all 

authors, 

* Pliny's Natural Hiftory, lib. c, cap. 67. 
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authors, good and bad, who had written before 
.Mm ; and that his work is a mixture of truth and 
error, which it is difficult to feparate." Are^h- 
flance, in confirmation of this remark, [ occursr in 
this very chapter ; where he ijpeaks of feme mer- 
chants, failing from India, and thrown by a tem- 
peftj off the coafl: of Germany. He alfo mentions 
a voyage, Imade by Eudoxus, from th£ Arabian 
gulf to Cades ; and another of Coelhis Antipattr, 
from Spain to Ethiopia. 

Of thefe voyages, that of Hanno is beft atithenr 
ticated. He failed from Carthage with fixty gal- 
lics, each carrying fifty oars, having on board 
thirty thoufand men and women, with proVifions 
and articles of traffic. The defign of this equip- 
ment was to plant colonies along the weftern fhore 
of Africa, which the Carthaginians, from priority 
of difcovery, and from its contiguity to their ter- 
ritory, confidered as their own dominion. Han- 
Uo was abfent five years, on this colonizing expe- 
dition ; but there is no certainty of his having pro- 
ceeded any farther fouthward, than the bay of 
Benin, in the eighth degree of north latitude. A 
fragment of his journal, which, at his return, he 
depofited in the temple of Saturn, at' Carthage, is 
now extant ; and though it has been treated as 
fabulous by feveral authors, ancient and modern, 
yet,, its authenticity has been vindicated by M. 
Bougainville, in the 26th volume of the Memoir* 
of the Royal Academy of Infcriptions and Belle* 

Lettres; 
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Lettres ; where a French tranflation of it is given 
from the Greek, into which language it was ren- 
dered from the original Punic. 

Concerning the voyage of Eudoxus, the fol- 
lowing account is given by Bruce.* He was fent 
by Ptolomy Euergetes, as an ambaffador to India, 
to remove the bad effefts of the King's conduft in 
the beginning of his reign, who had extorted con- 
tributions from merchants of that and other trad- 
ing countries. Eudoxus returned after the King's 
death, and w r as wrecked on the coaft of Ethiopia ; 
where he difcoyered the prow of a fhip, which had 
fuffered the fame fate. It was the figure of a horfe > 
and a failor, who had been employed in European 
voyages, knew this to have been part of one of 
thofe veflels, which traded on the Atlantic ocean; 
of which trade Gades was the principal port. This 
circumftance amounted to a proof,, that there was a 
paffage round Africa, from the Indian to the Atlan- 
tic ocean. The difcovery was of no greater im- 
portance to any perfon, than to Eudoxus himfelf ; 
% for, fometime afterward, falling under the difplea- 
fureof Ptolemy Lathy rus, and being in danger of 
his life, he fled ; and embarking on the Red Sep, 
failed round Africa and came to Gades. 

This voyage of Eudoxus was treated as a fable 
by Strabo, the Roman geographer, who wrote about 
a century and a half after the time when it is faid to 
have "been performed. The tjriie caufe'of the xn- 
- , credulity 

* TT^ydsj.book ii, chap. 5. The voyage of Eudoxus was orig- 
inally written by Pofidonius, but I have not met with thflt autho 
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credulity of him and of other Roman authors in 
refpeft to thefe voyages and difcoveries, was the 
doftrine of the zones ; to which they inflexibly 
adhered, and which entirely precluded all con- 
viftion. 

Thefe are all the evidences which I have had 
opportunity to examine refpefting the queftion of 
the circumnavigation of Africa,* and, upon the 
whole, there appears to be this peculiarity attending 
the fubjeft, that it was believed by thofe who liv- 
ed neareft to the time when the voyage of Necho 
is faid to have been made ; and, that in propor- 
tion to the diftance of time afterward, it was doubts 
ed, disbelieved and denied ; till its credibility was 
eftablifhed beyond all doubt by the Portuguefe ad- 
venturers in the fifteenth century, 

* The credibility of the Egyptian or Phenician 
voyages, round the continent of Africa, being ad- 
mitted, and the certainty of the Carthaginian voy- 
ages and colonies on the weftern fliore of Africa 
being eftablifhed ; we may extend our inquiry to 
the probability of what has been advanced by fome 
writers, and doubted or denied by others, the popu- 
lation of fome part of America from beyond the 
Atlantic, 

• The 

» Dr. Farpr, in his hittory of voyages and difcoveries (chap, i) 
refers to three German authors, Gefner, Schlozcr and Michaclis, 
who have written on this fubjeft, and obferves, that " the circum- 
navigation of Africa by the Phenicians and Egyptians is proved 
almoft fo a demon Rration," 
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The difcovery of the Canary iflands by the Car- 
thaginians is a faQ: well attefted. Pliny (peaks of 
them as then deftitute of inhabitants, but containing 
(vejligia cedificiorum) the remains of buildings* 
From this circumftance, it muft appear* that they 
had been inhabited before the Carthaginian difcov- 
ery. In Plutarch's time, the Fortunate Iflands we^e 
not only inhabited, but were fo celebrated for their 
fertility, that they were fuppofed to be the feat of 
the bleffed. 

When Madeira and Porto Santo were difcover- 
ed by the Normans and Portuguefej both were un- 
inhabited. ' A queftion then arifes, if thefe iflands 
were fometimes inhabited and at other times defert- 
ed, what became of their inhabitants ? It muft have 
been forne uncommon event which could induce 
them to abandon fo pleafant and fruitful a country 
without leaving a Angle family behind. If they 
perifihied in the iflands, it is {till more extraordinary ; 
for it is a molt Angular circumftance that all the 
inhabitants of any place fhould be deftroyed and y ftd&. 
the place itfelf remain. George Glas, who publifh-. * 
ed ahiftory of thefe iflands in 1764, attempts tQ 
folve the inquiry thus.* 

" Almoft two thirds of the Canary iflands are 
covered with calcined rocks, pumice ftones, and 
black afhes, which have been formerly thrown out 
from volcanos; the remains of which are ftill to be 
feen, in every one of thefe iflands. Many of the 

natives 

* Page 167, 4to. 
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natives might hav$ been deftfoyed by thefe violent 
eruptions, and the remainder being terrified r might 
abandon their country, Slid go in qucft of new habi-. 
tationS: but, where they vent, is a queftion not eafH 
ly folded ; though fqme affen, that they paffed ovef 
to America," An event ewftfy fimilar is faid 
b^theTame author to haVe happened about thirty 
yfeirip before he wrote,* '> « A volcano broke out 
iri t^S S. W. part of the iflated of Lancerotta, near 
tBe'«fe"a, but remote from habitation \ which threw 
O&t ftKth atn irfirienfe quantity of alhes and ftones, 
wfth to dreadful a noife, thattnany of the natives 
definfted their hqufes, ajnd fled tq Fuertaventura^ 
ftfftttier^ifland, for the preferyation of their lives." 

*lhit, Whether yri admit the conje&ure, that, be^ 
iiig $fru$ c&liged to ? quit the iflands, they « pa(Ted 
ff^BP'\0 America," er not ; yet it is extremely ' 
p^bable, th^t, in fome of the ancient circumnavi- 
gations of Africa, or in paflTing to and fronrthefe 
Sfla69s, Or even in cqafting the continent from the 

f^^iits of Gibraltar, fome veffete might be drawn ' 
jiy* turrehts Qf driven by tempefts, within the verge 
oYthe trade wind ; whifch begins not far to the- 
fquthward qf the ftraights, and blows nine months 
oftfye year, on the coalt of Morocco." In this 
dafe^it . would be next to impoflible, for thofe who 
Kad met with any cQftfiderable damage in their 
niafts, feils, or rigging, to run in any other direftibn, 4 
$mn Ihiefore the wind to the weltward ; and tly$ 
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courfe muft bring ttera to the continents or iflandt 
of America. 

In confirmation of this remark* feveral fa£b have > 
been adduced by way of proof. One is thus relaH 
ed by Gla&;* «« A few years ago, a finali baik,: 
laden with corn and paffengers, bound from Lan r , 
cerotta to Teneriffc, met with feme difafter at £?a,/ 
by which (he was rendered incapable of getting tQ , 
any of the Canary iilands ; and was obliged t<> : 
run many days before the., wind, till fhe cjanof- 
within two days fail of the coaft of Caraccas, ift. 
South America ; where fhe met an English fliip v 
which fupplied the furviying paffengers with watery 
and direfted her to the port of La Guiara, on. that, 
coaft." La Guiara is one of the ports to which jjie 
trade from the Canaries is reftrxQcd by the.I^iqg 
Spain ; and the run thither from Teneriflfe is gtpfc^ 
rally performed in lefs than thirty days,. wi^, 
trade wind.t . "■'^t-s 

.Another faft is taken from GumillaJ who jaysi 
* 4 In December 1731, whilft I was at the tQwn cfc 
St. Jofeph in the ifland of Trinidad, a final] veffel 
of Teneriffe, with fix feamen, was driven into tb^t 
ifland by ftrefs of weather. She was laden witt^ 
wine, and bound for one other of the Canary; 
iflaxxds; fhe had provilion only for a few days^ 
which, notwithftanding the utjnoft care, had been, 
expended, and the cre\y fubfifted wholly on win& 

' They' ; ' 

• Introdu&ion, page 5. 
+ ibid, page 329, 333. 

J Cited by Edwards, in his biftory of thcW* -Indies, rol. i y 
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They were reduced to the laft extremity; and 
•were received with aftonifhment by the inhabi- 
tants, who ran in crowds to fee them. Their ema- 
ciated appearance would have fufficiently confirm- 
ed the truth of their ftory, if the papers, which they 
produced, had not put the matter beyond all 
doubt.** 

■*fA third fa& is related by Herrera, the royal 
Spanifti hiftorian.t Columbus in his fecond voyage 
to America, having difcovered the ifland of Gua- 
deloupe, " found a piece of timber belonging to a 
fliip, which the feamen call the ftern poll ; which 
they much admired, not knowing which way it 
jhould come thither, unlefs carried by tempeftuous 
weather, from the Canaries, or from the ifland 
HUpaniola," where the Admiral's (hip was caft a- 
Wky in his former voyage. Ferdinand Columbus, 
Hi the life of his father,^ does not dire&ly aflert 
this ; but fpeaks of their finding " an iron pan y 
and endeavours to account for it, by faying that 
the ftones there being of the colour of iron, a per- 
fon of an indifferent judgment might miftake the 
one for the other." Not content with this folution 
h$ goes oh thus ; " though it were of iron, it was 
notj;o be admired, becaufe the Indians of the ifland 
of Guadaloupe, being Carribbees, and making 
their excuHions to rob,,as far as Hifpaniola; per- 
haps they had that pan, of the Chriftians, or of the 
other Indians of Hifpaniola; and it ispoflible they 

might 

♦ + Decad. i, book ii, chap. 7. 

£ Chapter 47, in Churchill's collections, vol. ii, 
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might carry the body of iht Jkip the Admiral loft, td 
make ufe of the iron ; and though it were not fhe : 
hulk of that fhip ; it might be the remainder of foiflfe 
other wreck, carried thither by the wind and cur- 
rent from our parts." 

The improbability of the Indians having carried' 
c < the body or hulk of the fhip, which the Admmri'- 
loft," from the northern fide of Hifpaniola, to the 
eaftern fide of Guadaloupe, will appeal frorrt thfe 
diftance; which is not lefs than two hundred 
leagues, in a dire&ion oppofite to the conftant blow- 
ing of the wind. Nor will Herrera's conjefture, 
that the ftern poft of the Admiral's fhip was carried 
thither by a tempeft, be readily admitted, by any 
who are acquainted with the navigation of the Weft 
Indies; for it muft have patTed through'- a multi- 
tude of iflands and rocks ; and, without a miracl&i 
could fcarcely have come entire, from fo great i 
diftaiice in fuch foul feas. But the difficulty is 
farther increafed, by confidering what Don Ferdi- 
nand and Herrera have both aflerted ; that when 
Columbus had loft his fhip, " he built a fort whfc 
the timber, whereof he loft no part, but made ufe 
of it all and this fort was afterward burnt 'by 
the natives. If therefore there be any truth in the 
ftory of the ftern poft found at Guadaloupe ; it 
muft have belonged to fome other veffel, either 
foundered at fea, or wrecked on the fhore. 

Under 



* Life of Columbus, chap, xxxiv, Herrera, book i, chap, 18. 
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bi>UndbP4he head of fortuitous vifite to the Ame- 
«ctn (iontineht^ rn^ty be included a circumftance 
nifcritjoned by Peter Martyr ;t that not far from 

place called Quarequa in the gulf of Darien, 
Vafeo Nimea met with a colony of negroes. From 
the fmalkiefs of theiif- number it was fuppofed they 
had not' been long arrived on that coaft.J Thefe 
iifegrbts^ould have" cotnein no other veffels but 
c&tioes j a circumftance by no means incredible, 
to thofe "who have read the accounts of Cook, attd 
ofter navigators of the tropical feas. 

To thefe fafts may be added, the cafual difcovery 
of Brazil, by the Portuguese commander, Pedr6 
Ahrtatfcz Cabraf, in his voyage to India in the year 
i^O&l in account of which is preferved by Dr. 
JWbertfbfi.$ " In Order to avoid the calms near 
tfo£ cteaft of Africa, he ftood out to fea; and kept 
lb far to the weft, that, to his furprixe, he found 
hrmfelf on j the fliore of an unknown country, in the 
i€hth "degree of fouth latitude. He imagined at 
"fiVft'i that it was fome ifland in the Atlantic Ocean ; 
TOtf proceeding along its coaft, for feveral days, he 
was gradually led to believe, that a countrjr fo ex- 
tensive formed a part of fome great continent." 

^Thefe inftances may ferve as fo many fpecimens 
*oF the manner, in which America might have prov- 
ed inafyium, to fome of the ancient navigators of 
- ■ the 

.+-^Dc.orbc novo, Decad. iii, chap. 1. 

Upwards* hift. Weft Indies, vol. i, p. no. 
$ Hift. America, Yol.^p^i 51. i ; *•-* . . 
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the African Coafts, or of the' Cahary iflandfc; and 
being arrived, it would -be Smpoffible for them ;4o 
return. The fame winds which brought them hith- 
er, continuing to blow from the eaftward, would 
either difcourage them from making the attempt, <&i 
oblige them to put back if they had made it, , Mo 
argument then can be drawn from hence, in favoift 
of a mutual intercourfe, between this and the old 
continent. Thofe who would prove, that America 
was known to the ancients, muft produce better <ivir 
dence, than they have yet produced, if they con- 
tend for any other knowledge^ than what was acquir- 
ed by cafual difcoverers, who never returned. \ 
. The opinion that America was peopled, in patf, 
by the Phenicians, was long finqe maintained by 
Hornius; and, though rejected ijy many, fiiccegd- 
ing writers, has been lately revived by Bryan ExU 
wards,* a well informed merchant of the iflagd 
Jamaica. He extends the argument no farther, 
than to the Charaibe nation; who inhabited ; the 
Windward Iflands, and fome part of the fouthern 
continent ; " whofe manners and chara&eriftic 
feature? denote a different auceftry, from the gene- 
rality of the American nations." In . fupport of 
this opinion, he has produced, perhaps, as much 
evidence from a fimilarity of manners and languages 
as a fubjeft of fuch remote antiquity can admit. « 

To this elegant work I muft refer the reader, 
and fhall add one only remark, arifing from the 

' prececfing 

* Hift, W f laditt, voj. i, ]>. 103. 'fm * - ~ J '~ 
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preceding obfervations ; that if any acceflion of 
. inhabitants was made ; to America, by the defultory 
migration of the Ph^nician or Carthaginian navi- 
gators, it is mod rational to look for them between 
.the tropics; the very place where the Charaibes 
were found. 
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A Chronological JDetail of Adventures and Difcoveriei, 
made by the European Nations, in America, 
lefore the fejlablijhmeni of the Council of Ply- 
mouth, in 1620.' 

'Thdfc marked with fl^T arc more particularly enlarged upon in the 
Lives of the Adventurers. 

^J?* BlRON, a J^orman, accidentally dif- 
covered a country which was afterward call- 
ed Winland ; and is fuppofed to be a part of 
the ifland' of Newfoundland. 

Crantz. Pontoppidan. 

1170. MADOC, prince of Wales, emigrated; 
and, it is thought, difcovered a new country 
in the weft. . Hakluyt. 

An ifland called Eftotiland, was difcover- 
ed by a fifherman of Frijland ; as related by 
Zeno. Hakluyt. : 

1492. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS* in the 
(Sp3" fervice of Spain } difcovered Guanahani and 
other iflands, called Bahamas and Antilles. 

Ferd. Columbus* : 
COLUMBUS made a fecond voyage, 
and difcovered Dominica and other iflands, 
called Caribbees. ibid. 
JOHN CABOT, with his fon SEBAS- 
$3- TI AN, in the -fervice of Henry VII, of 
England, difcovered the ifland of Newfound- 
land and fome parts of a weftern Continent ; 

as 
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as far northward as lat. 45 , and as far fouth- 
ward as lat. 3 8°. Hakluyt. 

1498 COLUMBUS made a third voyage, and 
difcovered the weftern continent, in lati- 
tude io°, N. Ferd. Col. 

*499 O JED A, * private adventurer, and AM- 
ERIGO VESPUCCI followed the track of 
Columbus, arid difcovcred the weftern 
continent ; of which Amerigo, after his re- 
turn to Europe* wrote an account, and pub- 
lifhed it. F rom which, the continent ob- 
tained the name of AMERICA. 

Robertfon. 

1500 CABRAL, in the fervice of Portugal, 
bound to India, difcovered by accident, the 
continent of America,in lat.10 fouth ; which 
was called Brajil. 

ibid. 

150* COLUMBUS made his fourth and Iafl 
voyage to the new continent, in quell of a 
palfage through it to India. 

Ferd. Col. 

15 1 a JOHN PONCE, in the fervice of Spain, 
difcovered the new continent, in the lati- 
tude of 30 N, and called it Florida. 

Herrera, 

151 2 VASCO NUNEZ, a Spaniard, travelled 
acrofs the ifthmus of Darien, and from a 
mountain, difcovered on the other fide of 
the continent an Octan^ which, from the direc- 
tion 
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tionin which he few il, took the name of the 
:Somth Sea. y. .Robert/on. 

5*9 HERNANDO CQRTEZ* in the 

- vice of -Spaing entered thet city of Mexico } 
and in the fpace of two years reduced the 
\ whole country under the dominion of- the 
•■» ' Hing of Spain. ibid. 
<5*o-. FERDINAND' DEMAGEIXANES, 
> • a Portuguese* in the fervice of Spain, paffed 
through the ftrait which bears his name, and 
failed acrofs the South Sea, to which he gave 
the name of Pacific. He difcovered th* 
Philippine iflands, and was there killed in a 
fkirmifli with < thef natives. • The fhip, un- 
der the command of Sebastian del 
Cano, returned to Spain by way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and thus performed 
the firft circumnavigation of the Globe. 

f- Life of Magellanes. 
£2* JOHN DE VERAZZANI, a Floren- 
tine, in the fervice of Francis I, King 
"- of .France, difcovered the new continent 
r^v.nn Jat. 34 N. failed northward to lat. 41% < 
j .where he entered a harbour, which by his 
defcription ftiuft be that of New- York. 
Thence he failed E. and N. E. as far as 
Newfoundland ; a$d called the whole coun- 
try New-France. Hakluyt. 
525 STEPHEN GOMEZ, in the fervice 
of Spain^ failed to Florida^ and thence to 
C Cape 
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Cape Race in lat. 46 N. in fearch of ar 
N. W. paffage to India, Herrera. 
iga.6 FRANCIS PIZARRO; Jailed from 
Panama to Peru and began the ©onqueft 
of that rich and populous country. 

Purchas. 

$528 PAMPHILO DE NAKVAEZ, in the 
fervice of Spain, failed from Cuba with 
400 men to conquer Florida. His'purpofe 
was defeated by a tempeft, in which he was 
wrecked on the coaft. Herrera?. Purchas. 

i$34 JAMES C ARTIER, in tire fervice of 
France, difcovered and named the Bay d& 
Chdcur and the gulf of Sfc Lawrence. 

Hakluyt. 

CARTIER macfe a fecond^voyage, dif- 
covered the Great River of Canada, and 
failed up as far as Hochelaga, which he 
itemed Montreal. He wintered in a little har- 
bour near the weft end of theifle of Orleans* 

*5&J8 which- he called- Port de Si. Croix. The 
next fummer he returned to~France, car- 
rying Tome of the natives. Hakluyt. 

*939* FERDINANDO DE SOTO failed 
from Cuba, ; with 900 men, to conquer 
Florida. He fraverfed the country in va- 

*g49* rious dirfe6Hons . for three years, and died 
On the banks of the Miflilfipi. The fur- 

^543 - % viving part of his army returned to Cuba* 

Herrera. Piarchas. 

*540 
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1540 - <5 ARTIER ma&te a third voyage to 
Canada, built a fort" and began a fettle- 

1541 ment, which he called (Ofiarleburg, 4 leagues 
or above the Port de St. Croix. He broke 

i 542 up thtf fettlfcment and faited to Newfound- 
land. t . _ HakluyL 

ROBERVAL, witfi three fhips and 28b 
perfons, going to recruit the fettlemcnt in 
Canada, met Carrier at Newfoundland, and 
would have obliged him to return ; but he 
gave him the flip and failed for France. 
^oberval proceeded up the river St. 
Lawrence 4 ieagues above the ifland" of 
Orleans, where he found a convenient har- 
hom and place for a fortification. Here 
tie built a fort, and remained over the 
winter. The next yeaf he returned to 
France with his colony. ibid. 

During the fucceeding thirty years the 
pallion for difcovery took another dire&ion. 
Advaiturers from Europe were feeking 
. a palfage to India and China by the N. E. 
but were prevented from accomplifliing 
their vieWs, by the cold aftd ice of thofe 
inhofpitable regions. Forjler. 

In tins interval, the French of Brittany, 
the Spaniards of Bifcay, and the Portu- 
guese, enjoyed the fifliery on the banks of 
Newfoundland* without interruption. 

Purchas. 

C 2^ 1562 
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Under the patronage of Chatillon, 
High Admiral of France, JOHN RI- 
BALT attempted a fettlement in Florida. 
He entered a river, in lat 32% on the firft 
of May ; which, from that circumftance, 
he named the River May 9 and the entrance 
he called Port Royal. Here he built a 
fort, which in honour of Charles IX, of 
France, he called Fort Charles. After his 
departure, the people mutinied and return, 
ed to France. Hakluyt and Purchas. 

LAUDONIERE renewed the. fettle, 
raent and called the country Carolina, after 
thfc reigning monarch of France. This 
colony was on good terms with the na- 
tives ; but fuffered by famine. They were 
relieved by Sir John Hawkins, an Eng- 
lishman, who offered to carry them to 
France ; bat the hope of finding Jilver in- 
duced them to flay* till Rib alt arrived 
with feven fail of velfels. 

PEDRO MELENDES, in the fervice 
of Spain, came with a fuperior force, killed 
Ribalt and moft of his cortipany, and took 
poffeffion of the country, building three 
forts. ibid. 

GOURGUES* from Prance, with the 
help of the natives, who hated the Span- 
iards, broke up the Spanifh fettlements in 
Florida, and returned to France, leaving 
the country defart. ibid. 

1576 
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All attempts to find a N. E. paJTage to 
India being fruftrated, MARTIN FROB- 
ISHER, in the fervice .of Elizabeth, 
Queen of England, failed in fearch of a 
N. W. paflage. 

He made a fefcond voyage. 

He made a third voyage. 

Thefe voyages were made to Greenland* 
and produced no material difcovery. He 
failed through a ftrait which ftill bears his 
name, but is now impaffable by reafon of 
fixed ice, Hakluyt and Crantz. 

Sir FRANCIS DRAKE being on * 
cruife againft the Spaniards in the South 
Sea, landed on the continent of America* 
northward of California* took pofleffion of 
a harbour, and called the circumjacent 
country between lat. 38" and 43% New~ 
Albion. Hakluyt. 

Sir HUMPHRY GILBERT, obtain, 
ed of QuEEhi Elizabeth a paterit for all 
countries npt poflefled by any Chriftian 
prince, Purchas. 

GILBERT failed to Newfoundland ; 
took formal pofTeflion of it and of the con- 
tinent of North America, for the Crown of 
England. In his return his fhip foun- 
dered, and he was loft. ibid. 
. Sir ADRIAN GILBERT, obtained 
Qf Queen Elizabeth, a patqnt for the 

difcovery 

c 3 
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Under the patronage of Chatillon, 
High Admiral of France, JOHN RI- 
BALT attempted a fettlement in Florida. 
He entered a river, in lat 32*, on the firft 
of May ; which, from that circumftance, 
he named the River May, and the entrance 
he called Port Royal. Here he built a 
fort, which in honour of Charles IX, of 
France, he called Fort Charts. After his 
departure, the people mutinied and return- 
ed to France. Hakluyt and Purchas. 

LAUDONIERE renewed the. fettle, 
raent and called the country Carolina, after 
the reigning monarch of France. This 
colony was on good terms with the na- 
tives ; but fuffered by famine. They were 
relieved by Sir John Hawkins, an Eng- 
lishman, who offered to carry them to 
France ; bat the hope of finding Jilver in- 
duced them to flay* till Rib alt arrived 
with feven fail of velfels. 

PEDRO MELENDES, in the fervice 
of Spain, came with a fuperior force, killed 
Ribalt and moft of his coriipany, and took 
poffeffion of the country, building three 
forts. ibid. 

GOURGUES* from Prance, with the 
help of the natives, who hated the Spah- 
iards, broke up the Spanifh fettlements in 
Florida, and returned to France, leaving 
the country defart. * ibid. 

1576 
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1576 All attempts to find a N. E. paJTage to 
India: being fruftrated, MARTIN FROB- 
ISHER, in the fervice of Elizabeth, 
Queen of England, failed in fearch of a 
N. W. paflage. 

1577* He made a feeond voyage. 

1578 He made a third voyage. 

Thefe voyages were made to Greenland^ 
and produced no material difcovery. He 
failed through a ftrait which ftill bears his 
name, but is now impaffable by reafon of 
fixed ice. Hakhtyt and Crantz. 

Sir FRANCIS DRAKE being on * 
cruife againft the Spaniards in the South 
Sea, landed on the continent of 4merica $ 
northward of California, took poffeffion of 
a harbour, and called the circumjacent 
country between lat. 38" and 43% New~ 
Albion. Hakluyt. 

1 579 Sir HUMPHRY GILBERT, obtain, 
ed of QuEEhi Elizabeth a paterit for all 
countries npt poflefled by any Chriftiau 
prince, Purchas. 

15.83 GILBERT failed to Newfoundland ; 
took formal pofTeflion of it and of the con- 
tinent of North America, for the Crown of 
England. In his return his fhip foun- 
: dered, and he was loft. ibid. 
Sir ADRIAN GILBERT, obtained 
Qf Queen Elizabeth, a patqnt for the 

difcovery 

c 3 
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difcovery of a W* paj&ge */lo xemain 
in force five yearn * Hakkyt. 

1584 Sir WALTER RALEIGH* obtained, 
of Queen Elizabeth, a patent for lands 
not poffeffed by any Chriftian Prince ; by 
virtueof .which hefent PHILIP AMAQAS 
«md ARTHUR BARLOW to explore the 
.country called by the Spaniards Florida. 

ibid. 

1585 Under the authority of Gilbert's 
patent, JOHN DAVIS failed from Eng- 
land in fearch of a N. W. paffage, 

1586 He made a fecond voyage. 

1587 He made a third voyage. 

DAVIS explored the weftern coaft of 
Greenland, and part of the oppofite coaft 
of the continent of America ; the ftrait 
between them bears his nam^. He alfo 
difcovered another ftrait .which he called 
Cumberland. Hakluyt. 

1585 Sir Walter Raleigh fent Si^ 
RICHARD GRENVILLE to Florida. He 
landed a colony of 100 people at Roanoak, 
<and returned. ibid. 

1586 £ir FRANCIS DRAKE returning from 
his expedition againft the Spaniards, took 
the colony on board apd carried jhem to 
England- 

* See life of John Smiih. 

Sir 
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Sir RICHARD GRENVILLE arriv- 
ed after their departure and landed anoth- 
er fmaller colony. ibid. 
1587 Sir Walter Raleiqh fent another 
company under the command of JOHN 
WHITE, to colonize the country which 
^ueen Elizabeth called Virginia, in 
honour of her x>wn Virginity, The fecond 
colony were not to be found. One hun- 
dred and fifteen perfons were landed tq 
ixiake a third colony, and the governor 
returned to England for fupplies, 

Purchas. 

4590 GEORGE WHITE was fent to Vir- 
ginia, but finding none of. the third colony 
living, returned to England. ibid. 

1592 JUAN DE FUCA, 4 Greek, in the fer- 
vice of Spain, was .fent by the Viceroy of 
Mexico to difcover a N ? W* paflage, by ex- 
plpring the weftern fide of the American 
continent. He difcovered a tfrait which 
bears his name in the 48th degree of N. 
latitude, and ftippofed it to be the long de- 
fired paffage. Purchas. 

*593 HENRY MAY, an Engliftiman, return- 
ing from the Eaft Indies in a Frenchsfhip, 
was wrecked on the ifland of Bermuda, 
where he found/wine; from which circum- 
fiance, k appeared, that fomejother ve(Tel 
had been there, before, TJie company 
C 4 built 
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built a boat of cedar, caulked it, and payed 
the feams with lime mixed wilh turtles' fat, 
and failed to Newfoundland ; whence they 
got a paffage to England. Hakluyt. 

*593 GEORGE WEYMOUTH failed from 
or England to difcover a N. W. paffage. He 

*59^ yifited the coaft of Labrador, and failed 30 
miles up an inlet in the latitude of 56 ; 
but made no material difcovery. 

Forjler. 

1598 DE LA ROCHE obtained, from Hen- 
ry IV, of France, a commiffion to con- 
quer Canada, and other countries not pof- 
feffed by any Chriftian Prince. He failed 
from France with a colony of cmviBs from 
the prifons ; landed 40 on the ifle of Sable. 
After feven years, the furvivors, being 12 
in number, were taken off, and carried 
home to France; where Henry pardoned 
them, and gave them 50 crowns each, as 
a recompenfe for their fufferings. 

Purchas. Forjler. 
4600 Q. ELIZABETH eftablifhed, by char- 
ter, a company of merchants in England ; 
with an exclufive privilege of trading ta 
the Eaft Indies. Tablet of Memory. 

1602 BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, an 
§£J- Englilhman, discovered a promontory on 
the American coaft, in lat. 42°, to which 
he gave the name of Cape Cod. He landed 
pn airifland which he called Elizabeth, and 

fcuilt 



Adventures and Discoveries, 41 

built a fraall fort ; but the fame fummer 
returned to England. Purchas. 
J603 DE MONTS obtained of Henry IV, 
of France, a patent forjke planting of 
L' Acadia and Canada, from lat 40 to 46 . 

ibid. 

ftOh SAMUEL CHAMPLAIN failed up 
the Great River of Canada, and returned 
to France the lame year. ibid. 

1604 DE MONTS failed from France taking 
Champlain and Champdore for pilots, 
and Pourtrincourt who intended a fet- 
tlement in America. They difcovered 
#nd began plantations at Port Royal, St. 
fihn's and St. Croix, in the Bay of Funda. 

POURTRINCOURT introduced two 
Jefuits into Port Royal ; but fome contro- 
verfy arifing, the Jefuits went to Mount De- 
Jart and began a jJlantation there. ibid. 

1605 GEORGE WEYMOUTH failed on a 
fecond voyage to difcover a N. W. paf- 
fage ; but falling fliort, made the land in 
41 30'; thence failed to 43 2c/, and dif- 
covered a great river fuppofed to be either 
Ktnebeck or Penobfcot ; took on board five of 
the natives and returned to England. He 
put in at Plymouth ; and delivered three 

§£3* of them to Sir Ferdinando Gorges, 

then Governpur of Plymouth. Gorges. 
\ 606 JAMES I, King of England, by patent, 
divided Virginia into two diftri&s, called 

North 
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North and South Virginia. The fouthern 
part, fituate between 34 and 4 1 V he grant- 
ed to a London Company; the northern 
part^ fituate between 38' and 45% he grant- 
ed to a Plymouth Company. Neither of 
them were to plant within too miles of the 

• other. Purchas. 
1607 CHAM PLAIN, by onder of De Monts, 

failed up the River of Canada and fortified 
Quebec, the name of a ftrait in the river. 

ibid. 

£J- HENRY HUDSON, in the fervice of 
the Englilh Eaft India Company, failed in 
queft of a N. W. paifage. He^attempted 
to pafs to the E. of Greenland, and difcov- 
'ered Spitsbergen. :He failed as far N. as 
82* ; but, finding the .fea obftrufted by ice, 
returned. Forjler. 

CHRISTOPHER NEWPORT failed 
to South Virginia, and began a colony at 
Jamestown. Edward Wingfield was 

.f3- Prefident, but JOHN SMITH was the life 
and foul of the colony. Smith. Purchas. 

GEORGE POPHAM* failed to North 
Virginia and began a plantation at Sagada- 

- ' hock, of which he was Prefident. In the 
' winter, the (hips returned to England, leav- 
ing 45 perfons behind. Their Prefident 

* 608 dying, the next fpring they broke up the 

ptyrM&tion 

" • Sfee the Life of F. Gorges. 
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plaumuon aiwi wcflt fcack to England. This 
winter * was remarkably fe vcce both in Ame- 
rica and England. Purchas. 
.1608 HUDSON* in the fervice of the fnglifh 
Eaft India Company, undertook a fecond 
voyage of difcovery, and attempted to pafs 
on both fides of Nov? Ztmbla ; but the ice 
being impenetrable; be returned. 

Purchas. 

NELSON reinforced die colony of 
South Virginia with 120 people. ibid. 
1609 CHAMPLAIN returned to France, leav- 
ing Capf. Pjerb^o command at Quebec. 

ibid. 

HUDSON, in the fervice of the Dutch, 
made a third voyage, and difcovered the 
river which bearsbis name in lat. 41 . 
sgj- Sir GEORGE SOMER&bound to South 
Virginia, was wrecked on Bermuda, whence 
thofe iflands took the name Sotntr I/lands. 

Smith. Purchas. 
%€io CHAMPLAIN revifited Quebec and 
took the command there. Purchas. 

HUDSON, in the ferviee of the Englifh 
Eaft India Company, difcovered the ftrait 
and bay which bear his name ; and palTed 
the winter there, intending to purfue his 
difcoveries in the enfuing fpring; but his 
crew mutinied and turned him adrift in his. 
boat with feven others, who were never 
more heard of, Purchas. C^pbell* 

Sir 



44 A Chronological Detail of 

%6io Sir GEORGE SOMERS having built a 
pinnace at Bermuda, failed to South Vir- 
ginia ; the colony determined to return to 
England ; but, in failing down James' Riv- 
er*met Lord Delaware with a reinforce- 
ment, by which they were encouraged to 
return and refume the plantation. Purchas. 

JOHN GUY with a company of 40 per- 
fons began a colony at the bay of Conception, 
in Newfoundland. ibid. 

1611 Sir THOMAS DALE reinforced the 
J£f~ colony of South Virgina with 300 people ; 

and Sir Thomas Gates with 300 more, 
furniftiing them with cattle and fwine ; and 
thus that colony was eftablifhed. ibid. 

1612 The colony at Newfoundland was aug- 
mented to 60 perfons ; but was for many 
years'ina very precarious ftate. Mr. Guy 
returned to England, and was afterward 
Mayor of Briftol. Purchas* Oldmixon. 

The South Virginia Company having fold 
the iflands of Bermuda to a part of their own 
number, they obtained a diftinft charter, 
and fent a colony of go perfons thither ; 
their firft governor was Richard Moor, 

Purchas. 

1613 The colony at Bermuda was enlarged by 
the addition of 400 perfons. ibid. 

Sir THOMAS DALE, Governor of 
Virginia, hearing that the French had fet- 
tled 



Adventures and Discoveries. 45 

tied within the limits of the northern patent, 
fent Sir Samuel Argall with a fufficient 
force to diflodge them ; which he did, from 
. Mount Manfel (Defart) St, Croix and Port 
Royal in the Bay of Funda. Thefe French- 
men retired to Quebec anc * ftrengthened 
the fetttement there. Smith. Purchas. Keith. 

1614 Cap1\ JOHN SMITH having quitted 
$3- the colony of South Virginia, failed for 

North Virginia, on a fifhing and whaling 
voyage ; he ranged the coatt from Penob- 
fcot to Cape Cod ; and made a map of the 
country, which he firft called New England. 

Smith* 

1615 ROBERT BYLOT and WILLIAM 
BAFFIN failed from England in fearch of 
a N. W. paffage. 

1616 They made another voyage, and difcov- 
ered the great northern bay which bears 
Baffin's name. Pure has. Forjler. 

161 j During this and the two preceding years, 
war, famine, and peftilence, raged among 
the natives of New England, by which great 
numbers were fwept off ; and the fur trade 
between them and the Europeans was inter- 
rupted. Gorges. 

1619 THOMAS DERMER* failed to New 
England; found many places, before popu- 
lous, almoft defolate, and the few remaining 

inhabitants 

* See th« life of F# Gorgcst 
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inhabitants ejthjar lick or but fcarcdy rfccov- 
cred. In this voyage he failed through 
ihe whole paffagc between the main- land 
and Long Ifland and firft determined its: 
infular fituation: Gorges. 
1620 A Company of ENGLISH PURI- 

$3- TANS*, who had refided twelve years in 
Holland, began a colony in New England, 
which they called New Plymouth. Morton. 

fpT KING JAMES I f, eftablifhed at Ply- 
mouthy in Devonfhire, a Council r for the 
plantings ruling and ordering of New Eng- 
land ; and thus the bufinefs of colonization 
was formed into a fyftem. Gorges. 

* See life of W. Bradford, 
t See life of F, Gorges. 
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The ancient inhabitants of Norway 
aYid Denmark, colle&ively taken, were diftiri- 
guifhed by the name of Normans. Their 
fituation near the coaft of the fea, and the ad- 
vantages which that element prefented td 
them beyorid aH which they could expert, 
fr?m a rough foil, in a cold climate, led them 
at an early period to the fcience and pfa&ice 
©f navigation. They built their veflels with 
the beft of oak, and conftrtfdted them in fuch 
a manner as to encounter the ftorms and bil- 
lows of the northern ocean. They covered 
them with decks and furnilhed them with 
high forecaftles and ftprns. They made ufe 
of foil* as well as oars, and had learned to 
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trim their fails to the wind, in almoft any di- 
rection. In thefe arts, of building ftiips and 
of navigation, they were fuperior to the peo- 
ple bordering on the Mediterranean fea, who 
depended chiefly on their oars, and ufed fails 
only with a fair wind. 

About the end of the eighth and beginning 
of the ninth century, the Normans made 
themfejves famous by their predatory excur- 
fions. England, Scotland, Ireland, the Ork- 
ney and Shetland iflands, were objedls of their 
depredations ; and, in one of their piratical 
expeditions,- (a.d. 86 i) they discovered an 
illand, which from its lofty mountains, cov- 
ered with ice and fnow, obtained the name of 
Iceland. In a few years after they planted 
a colony there, which was continually aug- 
mented by migrations from the neighbouring 
countries. Within the fpace of thirty years 
(889) a new country, fituatc on the weft, was 
dilcovcred, and from its verdure during the 
fummer months received the name of 
Greenland. This was deemed fo import- 
ant an acquisition, that, under the conduit 
ofEnic Raude, or Redhead, a Danifli 
chief, it was foon peopled. 

The emigrants to thefe new regions were 
ftill inflamed with the paflion for adventure • 

and 
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and difcqvery. An Icelander of the name 
Heriolf and his fon Biron* made a voyage 
every year to different countries, for the fake 
of traffic. About the beginning of the elev- 
enth century (iooi) their (hips were feparat- 
cd by a ftorm. When Biron arrived in Nor- 
way, he heard that his father was gone to 
Greenland, and he refolved to follow him $. 
but another ftorm drove him to the fouthweji^ 
where he difcovered a flat country, free from 
rocks, but covered with thick woods ; and an 
iiland near the coaft. 

He made no longer ftay at either of thefe 
places than till the ftorm abated ; when by a 
northeaft courfe he hafted to Greenland. The 
difcovery was .no fooner known there, than 
Leif the fon of Eric, who, like his father, 
had a ftrong defire to acquire glory by adven- 
tures, equipped a veflel, carrying twenty five 
men ; and, taking Biron for his pilot, failed 
(1002) in fearch of the new country. 

His courfe was fouthweft. On the firft 
land which he faw, he found nothing but flat 
racks and ice, without any verdure. He there- 
fore gave it the name of Helleland, which fig- 

nifies 

* His name is fpcllcd by different authors Biron, Biorn, 
Bioern, and Biaern. 

D 
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nifies rocky. Afterward he came to a level 
ihore, without any rocks, but overgrown with 
woods, and the fand was remarkably white. 
This he named Markland, or woody. Two 
days after, he faw land again, and an ifland ly- 
ing before the northern coaft of it. Here he 
firft landed; and thence failing weft ward, 
round a point of land, found a creek or river 
into which the fhip entered. 

On the banks of this river* were bufhes 
bearing fweet berries ; the air was mild, the 
foil fertile, and the river well ftored with fifh, 
among which were very fine falmon. At the 
head of this riv.er was a lake, on the fhore of 
which they refolved to pafs the winter, and 
erefted huts for their accommodation. One 
of their company, a German named Tyrker, 
having ftraggled into the woods, found grapes ; 
from which, he told them that in his country, 
they made wine. From this circumftance Leif, 
the commander of the party, called the place 
Winland dat gode, the good wine country. 

An intercourse being thus opened between 
Greenland and Winland, fevcral voyages were 
made, and the new country was further ex- 
plored. Many iflands were found near the 
coaft, but not a human creature was feen till 

the 

* 
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the : third fummer (1004) when three boats 
conftrudfccd with ribs, of bone, faftened with 
thongs or twigs and covered with fkins, each 
boat containing three men, made their appear- 
ance. From the diminutive fizc of thefe 
people the Normans denominated them Sir*** 
lings* and inhumanly killed them all but 
one ; who efcaped and collected a larger mmtf- 
ber of his countrymen, to make an attack on 
their invaders. The Normans defended their 
ihips with ib much fpirit, that the afiailant$ 
were obliged to retire. 

After this, a colony of Normans went and 
fettled at Winland, carrying on a barter trade 
with the Skralings for furs ; but a controver- 
fy arofe in the colony, which induced fome 
to return to Greenland. The others difperied 
and mixed with the Skraelings. 

In the next century (1121) Eric, Birtiop 
of Greenland, went to Winland, with a bene- 
volent defign to recover and convert his coun- 
trymen who had degenerated into favages. 
This prelate never returned to Greenland ; 
nor was any thing more heard of Winland, 
for feveral centuries. 

This 

* Cut flicks, chips— Dwarfs. 
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■ This account of the difcovery of Winland 
is taken from Pontoppidan's hiftory of Nor- 
way, Crantz's hiftory of Greenland, and a late 
hiftory of northern voyages by Dr. John 
Reinhold Forfter. The fadts are faid to 
have been collected from " a great number of 
Icelandic manufcripts by Thormond Thor- 
fceus, Adam von Bremen, Arngrim Jonas and 
many other writers, fo that it is hardly pofii- 
ble to entertain the leaft doubt concerning the 
authenticity of the relation." 

Pontoppidan fays that " they could fee the 
fun full fix hours in the fhorteft day $" but 
Crantz tells us that " the fun rofe on the fhort- 
eft day at eight of the clock," and Forfter 
that " the fun was eight hours above the ho- 
rizon/' from which he concludes, that Win- 
land muft be found in the 49th degree of 
northern latitude ; and from its being in a 
fouthwefterly direction from Greenland, he 
fuppofes that it is either a part of Newfound-, 
land or fome place on the northern coaft of 
the gulf of St. Lawrence ; but whether grapes 
are found in either of thofe countries he cannot 
fay. However, he feems fo fully perfuaded 
of the fa£ts, that he gives it as his opinion, 
that the Normans were, ftriftly fpeaking, the 

firft 
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firft difcoverers of America, nearly five centu- 
ries before Columbus. 

From a careful perufal of the firft accounts 
of Newfoundland, preferved by thofe painful 
collectors Hakluyt and Purchas, and of other 
memoirs refpedting that ifland and the coaft 
of Labrador ; and from infpedting the moft 
approved maps of thofe regions, particularly 
one, in the American Atlas, delineated agreea- 
bly to the adtual furveys of the late celebrated 
navigator Capt. James Cook, the following 
obfervations occur. 

On theN. E. part of Newfoundland, which 
is moft dire&ly acceflible from Greenland, 
there is a long range of coaft, in which are 
two bays, the one called Gander Bay, and the 
other the Bay of Exploits. Before the mouth 
of the former, among many fmaller, there lies 
one large ifland called Fogo j and before the 
mouth of the latter, another, called The New 
World. Either of thefe will fufficiently an- 
fwer to the fituation defcribed in the account 
of Biron's fecond voyage. Into each of thefe 
bays, runs a river, which has its head in a 
lake, and both thefe lakes lie in the 49th de- 
gree of north latitude. 

The earlieft accounts of Newfoundland after 
• its difcovery and the eftabli/hment of a fi/hery 
D 3 on 
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on its coafts, have refpecl chiefly to the lands 
about Trinity and Conception bays, between 
the parallels of 48 and 49 . Thefe lands are 
rcprefented as producing ftrawberries, whortle- 
berries, rafpberries, goofeberries, pears, wild 
cherries, and hazle nuts, in very great plenty. 
The rivers are faid to have been well ftored 
with falmon and trouts. The natives, who 
inhabited a bay lying to the northward of 
•1 Trinity and came occafionally thither in their 
canoes, are defcribed as broad breafted and 
upright, with black eyes, and without 
beards j the hair on their heads was of dif- 
ferent colours ; fome had blacky fome brown 
and others yellow. In this variety they dif- 
fered from the other favage9 of North Ame- 
rica, who have uniformly black hair, un- 
lefs it be grown grey with age. 

The climate is reprefented as more mild in 
the winter than that of England ; but much 
colder in the fpring, by reafon of the vaft 
iflands of ice which are driven into the bays 
or grounded on the banks. 

On the north caftern coaft of Labrador, 
between the latitudes of 53 and 5 6°, are ma- 
ny excellent harbours and. iflands. The feas 
are full of cod, the rivers abound with falmon 5 

and 
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and the climate is faid to be more mild than 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

Nothing is faid in any of thefe accounts of 
vines or grapes, excepting that fome which 
were brought from England had thrivep weJL 
If any evidence can be drawn from a com pari- 
fon between the countries of Newfoundland 
and New-England it may be obferved $ 
that all the above mentioned fruits and berries 
are found in the northern and eaftern parts of 
New-England as far as Nova Scotia, in the 
latitudes of 44 and 45° $ and that grapes, 
( vitis vulpina, vitis labrufca ) are known to 
grow wherever thefe fruits are found. 

Du Monts in his voyage to Acadia* in 
1608, fpeaks of grapes in feveral places ; and 
they were in fuch plenty on the ifle of Orleans 
in lat. 47 that it was firft called the ifland of 
Bacchus,* Though there is no diredt and pof- 
itive teftimony of grapes in the ifland of New- 
foundland, it is by no means to be concluded 
that there were none. Nor is it improbable 
that grapes, though once found there, might 
have been fo fcarce, as not to merit notice, in 
fuch general defcriptions, as were given by 
the firft Englifli adventurers, The 

* It is alfo faid that Mr. Ellis met with the vine about the 
Englifli fettlements at Hudfon's Bay ; and compares the fruit of 
it to the currants of the Levant, Morfe's Un. Geo. vol. i, p. 64. 

D 4 
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The diftance between Greenland and New- 
foundland is not greater than between Iceland 
and Norway $ and there could be no more 
difficulty in navigating the weftern than the 
eaftern parts of the northern Ocean, with fuch 
veffels as were then in ufe, and by fuch fea- 
tnen as the Normans are faid to have been j 
though they knew nothing of the magnetic 
needle. 

Upon the wh©le, though we can come to 
no pofitive conclufion in a queftion of fuch 
remote antiquity ; yet there are many cir- 
cumftances to confirm, and none to difprove 
the relation given of the voyages of Biron.* 
But if it be allowed that he is entitled to the 
honour of having difcovered America before 
Columbus, yet this difcovery cannot in the 
leaft detract from the merit of that cele- 
brated navigator. For there is no reafon to 
iuppofe that Columbus had any knowledge 
of the Norman difcoveries $ which long be- 
fore his time were forgotten, and would per- 
haps never have been recolle&ed, if he had 

not, 

* At requeft, Governor We nt wo kTH, of Nova Scotia, 
has employed a proper perfon, to make inquiry into any veftiges 
of this ancient colony, which may yet be fubfifiing. I am forry 
that the rcfuh could not be had, before the publication of this 
volume ; but when it comes to hand, it fliall be communicated. 
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not, by the aftonifliing exertions of his genius 
and his perfevering induftry, effe&ed a dis- 
covery of this continent, in a climate more 
friendly to the views of commercial adven- 
turers. 

Even Greenland itfelf, in the fifteenth 
century, was known to the Danes apd Nor- 
mans only by the name of loft Greenland ; 
and they did not recover their knowledge of 
it, till after the Englifh had afcertained its 
exiftence by their voyages to difcover a N. W. 
paffage to the Pacific Ocean, and the Dutch 
hadcoafted it in purfuit of whales. 
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THIS perfon is fuppofed to have difcov- 
crcd America, and brought a colony of his 
countrymen hither, before the difcovery made 
by Columbus, The ftofy of his emigration 
from Wales is thus related by Hakluy t, whofe 
book was firft publiflied in 1589 ; and a fec- 
ond edition of it in 1600. 

" The voyage of Madoc, the fon of Owen 
Gwynrieth, Prince of North Wales, to the 
Weft Indies in the year 1 170 taken out of 
the hiftory of Wales lately publiflied by M. 
David Powel Dodtor of Divinitie." 

" After the death of Owen Gwynneth, his 
fons fell at debate who fliould inherit after 
him. For the eldeft fon born in matrimony 
Edward or Iorweth Drwydion was counted 
unmeet to govern, becaufe of the maime upon 
his face ; and Howel, that took upon him 
all the rule, was a bafe fon begotten of an Irifh 
woman. Therefore David gathered all the 
power he could and came againft Howel, and 
fighting with him, flew him ; and afterward 
enjoyed quietly the whole land of North 

Wales, 
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Wales, until his brother Iorweth's fon came 
to age. 

"Madoc, another of Owen Gwynneth 
his fons left the land in contention between 
his brethren and prepared certain fhips witl) 
men and munition, and fought adventures 
by fea, failing weft, and leaving the coaft of 
Ireland fo far north that he came to a land 
unknown, where he faw many ftrange thing?* 

" This land muft needs be fome part of 
that country of which the Spaniards affirm 
themfelves to be the firft finders, fince Han- 
no's time. [* For by reafon and order of cof. 
mographie, this land to the which Madoc 
came, muft needs be fome part of Nova Hif- 
pania or Florida.] Whereupon it is manifeft 
that that country was long [before] by Brit- 
tains difcovered, afore [either] Columbus 
[or Americus Vefputius] led any Spaniards 
thither, 

" Of the voyage and return of that Madoc 
there be many fables feigned, as the common 
people do ufe, in diftance of place and length 
of time, rather to augment than diminifh, but 
fure it is that there he was. And after he had 
returned home and declared the pleafant and 

fruitful 

* The words included in crotchets [ ] are omitted in the fecond 
edition of Hakluyt's voyages. 
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fruitful countries that he had feen without in- 
habitants ; and upon the contrary part, for 
what wild and barren ground his brethren and 
nephews did murther one another, he prepar- 
ed a number of fhips and got with him fuch 
men and women as were defirous to live in 
quietnefs ; and taking leave of his friends, 
took his journey thitherwards again. 

" Therefore it is to be prefuppofed, that he 
and his people inhabited part of thofe coun- 
tries"; for it appeareth, by Francis Lopez de. 
Gomara, that in Acuzamil, and other places, 
the people honoured the crofs. Whereby it 
may be gathered, that Chriftians had been 
there before the coming of the Spaniards. 
But becaufe this people were not many, they 
followed the manners of the land they came 
to, and ufed the language they found there. 

"This Madoc arriving in that weftern 
country unto the which he came in the year 
1 170, left moft of his people there, and re- 
turning back for more of his own nation, ac- 
quaintance and friends, to inhabit that fair and 
large country, went thither again, with ten 
fails, as I find noted by Gutyn Owen. I am 
of opinion that the land whereto he came, was 

fome 
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fome part of [Mexico;* the caufes which 
make me think fo be thefe. 

" i. The common report of the inhabit- 
ants of that country, which affirm that their 
rulers defcended from a ftrange nation, that 
came thither from a far country ; which thing 
is confefled by Mutczuma King of that coun- 
try, in an oration made for quieting of his 
people at his fubmiflion to the King of Caf- 
tile; Hernando Cortez being then prefent, 
which is laid down in the Spanifli chronicles 
of the conqueft of the Weft Indies. 

44 2. The Britifh words and names of 
places ufed in that country even to this day 
do argue the fame ; as when they talk to- 
gether, they ufe the word Gwrando, which is 
hearken or liften. Alfo they have a certain 
bird with a white head, which they call 
penguin, that is white head. But the idand 
of Corroefo, the river of Guyndor, and the 
white rock of Penguyn, which be all Britifli 
or Welch words, do manifeftly (hew that it 
was that country, which Madoc and his peo- 
ple inhabited."] 

€C Carmina Meredith filii Rheji mentionem 
facientia de Madoco jilio Oweni Gwynnedd et 

de 

* In the fecond Edition, the word Mexico is changed for the 
Wcfi Indies ; and the two following paragraphs are omitted. 
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de fufl navigatkne in terras incognitas. Yipcit 
hie Meredith circiter annum Domini 1477. 
Madoc wyf, mwyedie wedd 
lawn geneu, Owen Guynned 
Ni fynnum dir, fy enaid oedd 
Na da mawr, ond y moroedd. 
Thefe verfes I received of my learned friend, 
M. William Camden. 

The fame in EngHJk. 
€ * Madoc I am the fon of Owen Gwynnedd, 
With ftature large and comely grace adorned. 
No lands at home, nor (lore of wealth me pleafe, 
My mind was whole to (earch the Ocean feas." 

In this extradt from Hakluyt is contained 
all the original information which I have been 
able to find refpedting the fuppofed difcovery 
of America by the Welch, The account 
itfelf is confufed and contradictory. The 
country difcovered by Madoc is faid to be 
" without inhabitants and yet the people 
whom he carried thither <c followed the man- 
ners of the land, and ufed the language they 
found there." Though the Welch emigrants 
loft their language, yet the author attempts to 
prove the truth of his ftory by the preferva- 
tion of feveral Welch words in the American 
tongues. Among thefe he is unfortunate in 

the 
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the choice of " penguin a bird with a white 
head f all the birds of that name on the 
American (hores having black or dafk brown 
heads, and the name penguin is faid to have 
been originally pinguedine, from their exceffive 
fatnefs.* 

Among the proofs which fomfe late writers 
have adduced in fupport of the difcovery of 
America by Madoc is this, that a language 
refembling the Welch was fpoken by a tribe 
of Indians in North-Carolina, and that it is 
ftill ufed by a nation fituate on fome of the 
weftern waters of the Miffifippi. If that 
part of the account preferved by Hakluyt be 
true, that the language was loft, it is vain to 
offer an argument of this kind in fupport 
of the' truth of the ftory ; but a queftion may 
here arife, How could any report of the lofs 
of their language have been tranfmitted to 
Europe at fo early a period ? 

An attempt has lately been made to afcer- 
tain the truth of this piece of hiftory by Dr. 
John Williams. I have not feen the book 
itfelf, but if the Critical Reviewers may be 
credited,^ no new fadts have been adduced. 

It 

* See the new Encyclopedia, under the article America. 
t Critical Review for 1791, page 357. 
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It is remarked, by them, that " if Madoc once 
reached America, it is difficult to explain how, 
he could return home, and it would be more 
improbable, that he (hould arrive in America 
a fecond time ; of which there .is not the 
flightefl evidence." They alfo obferve, that 
" if Madoc failed weftward from Wales, the 
currents would rather have carried him to 
Nova Scotia than to the fouthward." 

The mentioning of Nova Scotia reminds 
me of fome words in the native language of 
that country which begin with two fyllables 
refembling the name of Madoc* A" fachem 
of the Penobfcot tribe who lived in the end 
of the laft and in the beginning of the prefent 
century bore the name of Madokawando. A 
village on Penobfcot river was called Mada- 
ivankee* One branch of the river St. John 
which runs into the bay of Funda is Medoc* * 
tack and another is Medocfcenecajis. The ad- 
vocates of this opinion may avail themfelves 
as far as they can of this coincidence, but in 
my apprehenfion it is too precarious to be the 
balls of any juft conclufion. 

After all that has been, or can be faid on 
the fubjedt, we mufl obferve with the Criti- 
cal' 

* See Gyles' memoirs of his Captivity in 1C89. 
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e*l Reviewers, that, " if Madoc left Wales 
and difcovered any other country it muft al- 
ways remain uncertain where that country is." 
Dr. Robertfon thinks, if he made any difcovery 
at all, it might be Madeira or one of th<* 
Azores.* 

The book of Hakluyt, in which the original 
ftory is preferved, waa written in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and in the time of her contro- 
verfy with Spain, Thedefignof his bringing 
forward the voyage of Madoc appears, from what 
he fays of Columbus, to have been, the aflert- 
ing of a difcovery prior to his, and confe- 
quently the right of the Crown of England 
to the fovereignty of America ; a point at 
that time warmly contefted between the two 
nations. The remarks which the fame au- 
thor makes on feveral other voyages* evident- 
ly tend to the eftablifhmcnt of that claim. 
But if the ftory of Biron be true* which 
(though Hakluyt has faid nothing of it) is 
better authenticated than this of Madoc, the 
rigfit of the Crown of Denmark is, on the 
principle of prior difcovery, fuperior to either 
of them. 

Perhaps the whole myftery may be unveiU 
cd.if we advert to this one circumftance, the 
E time 

* Hift. Amer. vol. i, p. 374. 
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time when Hakluyt's book was firft publifliecL 
National prejudice might prevail even with 
fo honeft a writer, to convert a Welch feble 
into a political argument, to fupport, againft 
a powerful rival, the claim of his fovereign 
to the dominion of this continent. 
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It is well known that the Venetians 
were reckoned among the moft expert and ad- 
venturous of the maritime nations. In that re- 
public, the family of ZpNp or Zenj is not 
only very ancient, and of high rank j but 
celebrated for illuftrious achievements, Nicolo 
Zeno, having exhibited great valour in a war 
with the Genoefe, conceived an ardent defire, 
agreeably to the genius of his nation, to trav- 
el ; that he might, by his acquaintance with 
foreign nations and languages, render himfelf 
more illuftrious and more ufeful. With this 
view he equipped a veflel at his own expenfe, 
and failed through the ftraits of Gibraltar 
to the northward, [a.d. 1380] with an in-*- 
tention to vifit Britain and Flanders ; but by 
a ftorm which lafted many days, he was caft 
away on the coaft of Frijland. 

The Prince of the country Zichmni (or 
as Purchas fpells it Zichmui) finding Zena 
an expert feaman* gave him the command of 
his fleet, confifting of thirteen veflels, of which 
two only were rowed with oars ; one was a 
(hip, and the reft were fmall barks. With 
E 2 this 
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this fleet, he made conquefts and depredations 
in Ledovo and Ilofo and other fmall iflands t 
feveral barks laden with fifti being a part of 
his capture, 

Nicolo wrote to his brother Antonio Zeno 
at Venice, inviting him to Frifland, whither 
he went, and being taken into the fervice of 
Zichmni, continued with him fourteen years. 
The fleet failed on an expedition to EJlland^ 
where they committed great ravages ; but hear- 
ing that the King of Norway was coming againft 
them with a fuperior fleet, they departed ; and 
were driven by a ftorm on (hoals, where part 
of the fleet was wrecked,and the reft were fav- 
ed on Grijland t "a great ifland but not inhab T . 
ited." 

Zichmni^ then determined to attack Iceland, 
which belonged to the King of Norway ; 
but finding it well fortified and defended, and 
his fleet being diminifhed, he retired and built 
a fort in Brefs, one of feven fmall iflands* 
where he left Nicolo and returned to Frifland. 

In the next fpring Zeno* with three fmall. 
barks/ailed to the northward on difcovcry, and 
arrived at Engroenland ; where he found a 
monaftcry of Friars, and a Church dedicated 
tp St, Thomas, fituate near a volcano, an4 

heated 



2 E N 0; 69 

heated by warm fprings flowing from the 
mountain i 

After the death of Nicolo* which happen- 
ed in about four years* Antonio fucceeded him 
in the command of the fleet *j and the prince 
Zichmni, aiming at the fovereignty of. the 
fea, undertoook an expedition wejbward* be* 
caufe that fome fifliermen had difcovered rick 
and populous iflands in that quarter. 

The report of the fifliermen was, that above 
a thoufand miles weft ward from Frifland* to 
which diftance thdy had been driven byatem-* 
peft, there was an ifland call EJl&tiland, which 
they had difcovered twenty fix years before j 
that fix men in one boat were driven upon 
the ifland, and being taken by the inhabitants 
were brought into a fair and populous city • 
that the King of the place fent for many in- ^ 
terpretcrs, but none was found who could 
underflknd the language of the fifliermen, -ex- 
cept one who could fpeak Latin, and he had 
formerly been caft afliore on the ifland j that 
On his reporting their cafe to the King, he 
detained them five years, in which time 
they learned the language ; that one o( 
them vifited divers parts of the ifland, and 
reported, that it was a very rich country, 
'E-j abounding 
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abounding with all the commodities of the 
world i that it was lefs than Iceland, but' far 
more fruitful, having in the middle a very 
high mountain, from which originated four 
rivers • 

The inhabitants were defcribed as very in- 
genious, having all mechanic arts. They had 
a peculiar kind of language and letters ; and 
in the King's libfary were preferved Latin 
books, which they did not uriderftand* They 
had all kinds of metals (but efpecially gold, 
with which they mightily abounded.*) They 
held traffic with the people of Engroenland, 
from whence they brought furs, pitch and 
brimftone. They had many great forefts, 
which fupplied them with timber for the 
building of fhips,. houfes and fortifications. 
TJie ufe of the loadftone was not known ; 
but jhefe fifhermen having the mariner's 
compafs, were held in fo high eftimation, 
that the King fent them with twelve barks to 
a country at the fouthward, called Drogio ; 
where the moft of them were killed and 
devoured by cannibals ; but one of them faved 
himfelf by fliowing the favages a way of tak- 

* Thw paffage is in Hakluy t'S tranflation and the abridgment 
by Ortelius ; but Dr. Forfter could not find it in the Italian original 
of Ramufio. Northern voyages, p. 189. 
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ing fi£h by nets, in much greater plenty than 
by any other mode before known among them. 
This iifherman was in fo great demand 
with the princes pf the country, that they 
frequently made war on each other for the 
fake of gaining him. In this manner he patt- 
ed from one to another, till in the fpace of 
thirteen years, he had lived with twenty five 
different princes ; to whom he communicated 
his " miraculous" art of fifhing with nets. 

He thus became acquainted with every part 
of the country, which he defcribed to be fo 
extenfive as to merit the name of a new world. 
The people were rude and ignorant of the ufe 
of clothing, though their climate. was cold, 
and afforded beafts for the chace. In their 
* hunting and wars they ufed the bow and the 
lance ; but they knew not the ufe of metal. 

Farther to the fouthweft the air was faid. 
to be more temperate and the people more 
civil. They dwelt in cities, built temples, 
and worfhipped idols to whom they offered 
human vidlims j and they had plenty of gold 
and filver. 

The fifherman having become fully ac- 
quainted with the country meditated a return. 
Having fled through the woods to Drogio, 
E 4 '• after 
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after three years fome boats arrived from Ef- 
totiland in one of which he embarked fof 
that country j and having acquired confidera- 
blc property he fitted out a bark of his own 
and returned to Frifland. 

Such was the report of the fifherman y "up- 
on hearing of which Zichmni refolved to 
equip his fleet and go in fearch/ of the new 
country ; Antonio Zcno being the fecond in 
command. But " the preparation for the 
voyage to Eftotiland was begijn in an evil 
hour j the fiflierman who was . to have been 
the pilot died three days before their depar- 
tpre." 

However, taking certain mariners who had 
failed with the fiflierman, Zichmni began the 
intended voyage. When he had failed a fmall 
diftance to the weftward, he was overtaken by 
a ftorm which lafted eight days, at the end of 
which they difcovered land, which the natives 
called Icaria. They were numerous and for- 
midable and would not permit him to come 
on fliore* From this place they failed fix 
days to the weftward with a fair wind ; but a 
heavy gale from the foothward drove them 
fdiir days before it, when they difcovered land, 
in which was a volcano. The air was mild 
and temperate, it being the height of fummer. 

They 
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They took a great quantity of fifli, of fea fowl 
and their eggs. A party who penetrated the 
country as far as the foot of the volcano, found 
a-fpring, from which iffued " a certain water, 
like pitch, which ran into the lea." They 
difcovered fomc of the inhabitants who were 
of fmall ftature and wild ; and who, at thp 
approach of the ft rangers, hid themfelves in 
their caves. Having found a good harbour ; 
Zlchmni intended to make a fettjement; but 
his people oppofing it, he diftaiffcd part of the 
fleet under Zeno who returned to Frifland. 

The particulars :o£ this narrative were firft 
written by Antonio Zfcno, in letters to his 
brother Carlo^at Venice 7 from fome fragments 
of which, a compilation was made by Fran-* 
cifco Marcolini, and prcferved by Ramuiio. 
It was tranflated by Richard Hakluyt, and 
printed in the third volume of the fecoad 
edition of his colle&ions, page 121, &c. 
From it Ortclitw has made an extract in his 
T&eatrum orbis. 

i Dr. Forftcr has taken much pains to exam- 
ine the whole account,both geographically and 
hiftarically . The refult of his inquiry is, that 
Frifland is one of the Orkneys ; that Porland 
is the clufter of iflands called Faro ; ai^i that 
Eftland is Shetland. \ 
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At firft indeed he. was of opinion that " the, 
countries defcrihed by the Zenos a&ually ex- . 
ifted at . that time, but had fince been fwal- 
lowed up by the fea, in a great earthquake,"* 
This opinion he founded on the probability, 
that all the high iflands in the middle of the, 
fea are of volcanic original ; as is evident with 
refpeft to Iceland and the Faro iflands in the 
North Sea ; the Azores, Teneriffe, Madeira,, 
the, Cape de Verds, St. Helena and Afcenfion 
in the Atlantic % the Society Iflands, Otaheite, 
Eflfter, the Marquefas, and other iflands in 
the Pacific. This opinion he was induced 
to ' relinquifli, partly becaufe "fo great a re- 
volution muft have left behind it fome hifto- 
rical veftiges or traditions $" but, principally-, 
becaufe his knowledge of the Runic language 
fuggqfted to him a refemblance between the 
names mentioned by Zenb and thofe which 
are given to fome of the iflands of Orkney, 
Shetland, Faro and the Hebrides. 

However prefumptuous it may apipear to 
call in queftion the opinion of fo learned and 
diligent an inquirer, on a fubjeft, which 
his philological and geographical knowledge 
v muft 

. * Northern voyages, Dublin edition, p. 200. 
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mutt enable him to eS&friine witfr the greateft 
precifion ; yet, frdrti thh ft&rch which I Have 
had opportunity to make, it appears probable 
to me that his firft opinion was right; as faff 
as it itfpedls Frifland, and perhaps Porland. 
My reafons are thefe f: 

i Dr. Forfter fays that Frifland was « much 
larger than Iceland and Hakluyt, ib life' 
account 1 of ZenoY voyage, fpeaks of it ar 
" bigger than Ireland. "*f Neither of theftf 
accounts can agree with the fuppofitkm of its* 
being one of the Orkneys { for Iceland is 346 
miles long and loo wide. Ireland is* 310 iff 
length, and 184 in breadth 1 but Pomona, 
the mainland of the Orkneys, is but 22 miles 
long and 2Q wide. 

2. Friflafid was feen by Martin Frobiflief' 
in each of his three voyages to and from 
Greenland in the years 1576, 1577, and* 
1 578,5 In his firft voyage he took his de- 
parture from Foula, -the wefternmoft of' the 
Shetland Iflands, in lat. 6o° 3c 7 , and after 
failing W. by N.Jburteen days, he made the 
knd of Fridand, "bearing W. N. diftant 
16 leagues, in lat. 61V In his fecond voyage 
he failed from the Orkneys W. N« W. twen- 
ty 

* Page 181. + Vol. iii, p. I2ft« 

$ Hakluyt, vol. i^i, p. 30, ftc 
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ty Jix days, before he came " within making* 
of Frifland which he thus defcribes. 

" July 4th. We made land perfcdt, and; 
knew it- to be Frifland . Found ourfelves in 
lat. 6o°i and were fallen in with the louth- 
ernmoft part of this land. It is thought to 
be in bigpefs not inferior to England and is 
called of fome authors Weft Frifland. I think 
it licth. more weft than any part of Europe* 
It extendeth to the north very far, as feemed 
to us ; and appeareth by a defcription fet out 
by two brethren Nicolo and Antonio Zeni ; 
who being driven off from Ireland about 200 
years fince, were ihipwrecked there. They 
have in their fea charts defcribed every part, 
and, for fo much of the land as wq have failed 
along, comparing their charts with the coaft, 
we find it very agreeable. All along this 
coaft the ice lieth as a continual bulwark, and ■ 
fo defendeth the country, that thofe who 
would land there incur great danger/'-f la 
his third voyage he found means to land on 
the ifland. The inhabitants fled and hid 
themfelves. Their tents were made of fkins 
and their boats were like thole of Greenland* - 
From thefe well authenticated accounts of 

Frifland, - 

* HaklUJ't, vml iii. p. 6s . 
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f/iftand, and its fituation fo far weft ward of 
the Orkneys and Shetland, it feems impoffible 
that Dr. Former's fecond opinion can be right. 

3. Oije of the reafons which led the DoQtav 
to give up his firft. -opinion, that thefe lands 
once exifted, but had difappeared, was, that fo 
great. a revolution muft have left fome veftige 
behind. If no perfon efcaped to tell the 
.news* wjiat better veftige can there be, than 
the exiftence of (hoals or- rocks, in the places 
where thefe iflands once were known to be ? 
In a map prefixed to Crantz's hiftory of Green- 
land, there is marked a very extenfive ftioal 
between the latitudes of 59 and 60% called 
" The funken land of Bufs," Its longitude is 
between Iceland and Greenland, and the author 
fpeaks of it in thefe words, " Some are of 
opinion that Frifland was funk by an earth- 
quake ; and that it was fituate in thofe parts 
where the funken land of Bufs is narked in 
the maps j which the feamen cautioufly a- 
void f becaufe of the {hallow ground and tur- 
bulent waves."* 

Refpeding Bufs Ifland I have qaet with no 
other account than what is preferved by Pur- 
chas-f* in his abridgment of the journal of 

James 

* Vol. i^p. 273, t Vol. iv, p. 815, 822^ 
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James Hall's voyages from Denmark to 
Greenland* In his firft Voyage [ a . d . 1 605] 
lie remarks thus, " Being in the latitude of 
59°^ we looked to have feei* Bufle Ifland; 
but I do verily foppofe the lame to be placed 
in a wrong latitude in the marine charts/* In 
his fecond voyage [1606] he law land which 
he " fuppofed to be Bufle Ifland lying more 
to the weftward than it is placed in the ma- 
rine charts," and the next day, viz. July ad. 
he writes, « we were in a great current fet- 
tsng S. S. W. which I fuppofe to fet between 
Bufle Ifland and Frifland over toward Ameri- 

In. a fourth voyage made in 16 12 by the 
fame James Hall, from England, for the dif- 
cbvery of a N. W. paflage, of which there is 
a journal written by John Gatonbe and pre- 
icryed in Churchill's Colledtions,* they kept 
'£ good look out both in going and returning 
for the ifland of Frifland but could not fee it. 
In a map prefixed to this voyage, Frifland is 
* laid down between the latitude of 6i° and 62^ 
and Bufs in the latitude of 57 . In Gaton- 
bc's journal the diftance between Shetland apd 
Frifland is cbtnputcid to be 260 leagues, the 

: fouthernmoft 
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fouthernmoft parti of Frifland and the north- 
ernmoft part 'of Shetland are faid to be in the 
* lame latitude. > There is alfo a particular map 
of Frifland preferved * by 5 Purchas* in which 
are delineated feveral towns and cities; - the 
two iflands of Ilofo and Ledovo are laid down 
to the weft ward of it, and another called Stco- 
mio to the eaftward. i ? ■ 

In a map of the North. Seas prefixed ta an 
anonymous account of Greenland, in Church- 
'ill's Colleftion-f* we find Frifland laid down 
in 'the latitude 62% between Iceland and 
Greenland-. a . . 

We have then no reafon to doubt the exis- 
tence of thefe iflands as late as the beginning 
of the laft century ; at what time they dis- 
appeared is uncertain, but that their place 
has fince been occupied by a fhoal, we have 
alfo credible teftimony. 

The appearance and difappearancQ of iflands 
in the northern fea is no uncommon thing. 
Befides former events of this kind there is one 
very recent. In the year 1783, by means of 
a volcanic eruption, two iflands were produc- 
ed in the fea near the S. E. coaft of Iceland. 
One was fuppofed to be fo permanent, that the 

King 

* Vol. iv, p. 625, . . + VpU ii, p. 378. 
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King of Denmark fcnt and took formal pof* 
feffion of it as part of his dominions 5 but the 
Ocean, paying no regard to the territorial claim 
of a mortal fovereign, has fmce reabforbed it 
in his watery bofom,* 

Thcfe reafons incline me to believe that 
Dr. Forfter's firft opinion was well founded, 
as far as it refpe&s Frifland. 

He fuppofes Porland to be the 'clutter of 
iflands called Faro*f*. But Porland is faid' 
to lie fouth% of Frifland j whereas the Faro 
Iflands lie nortbweft of Orkney, which h^fup- 
pofes to be Frifland, The learned Do&or, 
who is in general very accurate, was not 
aware of this inconfiftency. 

In the account which Hakluyt has given 
of Martin Frobifticrs . third voyage, we find 
that one of his fhips, the Bufs of Bridgewater^ 
in her return fell in with land, 50 leagues S, E, 
of Frifland which (it is faid) was never 
found before" the fouthernmoft part of which 
lay in latitude 57°^, Along the coaft of this 
land, which they judged to extend 25 leagues, 
they {ailed for three days.§ The exiftence of 

this 

* Sec a new Geographical Grammar, by a Society in Edin- 
burgh, publiflied by Alexander Kincaid. Vol. 1, p. 123. 
+ Northern Voyages, p. 207. J ibid, p. 180. 

§ HaJduyt, vol Hi, p. 77, 9^ 
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this land, Dr. Forfter feems to doubt ; but yet 
allows that " if it was then really difcovered 
it muft have funk afterwards into the fea, as 
it has never been fcen again ; or elfe thefe 
navigators muft have been miftaken in their 
reckoning/' 

If fuch an ifland or clufter of iflands did 
exift in the fituation defcribed by Frobifher, 
it might be the Porland of Zeno ; for the 
fquthernmoft part of Frifland lay in the lat- 
itude of 6o°£ j the fouthernmoft part of this 
land in 57°^ in a direction S. E. from it. It 
was probably called Bufs, by the Bnglifli, from 
the name of Frobifher's veftel which difcover- 
ed it. 

The only proof which can now be produc- 
ed of this fadt muft be the actual exiftence of 
rocks and fhoals in or near the fame place. 
Of this, it is happily in my power to produce 
the evidence of two experienced (hipmafters, 
of inconteftible veracity, now living. The 
firft is Ifaac Smith of Maiden, near Bofton, 
from whofe log book I have made the follow- 
ing extract, " In a voyage from Peterfbiirg 
to Bofton, in the fhip Thomas and Sarah, be- 
longing to Thomas Ruflell, Efq. of Bofton, 
Merchant, Thurfday, Auguft 1 1, 1785, courfc 
F W. N. W. 
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W. N. W. wind W. S. W. At 4 a. m, 

difcovered a large rock a head, which for feme 
time wc took to be a (hip under clofe reefed 
topfail. At 7, being within two miles, faw 
breakers under our lee, on which account 
wore fhip. There are breakers in two places 
bearing S. E ; one a mile, the other two miles 
from the rock. It lies in lat. 57 38' ; lon- 
gitude Weft from London 1 3 36' j and may 
be difcovered five leagues off. We founded and 
had 56 fathom. The rock appears to be about 
1 00 yards in circumference and 50 feet above 
water. It makes like a hay ftack, black be- 
low and white on the top." The other is 
Nathaniel Goodwin, of Bofton, who, in his 
homeward paflage from Amfterdam, on the 
15th of Auguft 1793, faw the fame rock, 
x^ccording to his obfervation, (which however 
on that day was a little dubious) it lies in lat. 
57 48' and Ion. 13 46'. He pafled within 
two miles of it to the fouthward and faw 
breakers to the northward of it. Its appear- 
ance he defcribes in the fame manner with 
Smith. 

From thefe authorities I am ftrorigly in- 



clined to believe that the fhoal denominat- 
ed " the funken land of Bufs " is either a 

part 
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part of the ancient Frifland or of fdme ifland 
in its neighbourhood ; and that the rock and 
ledges feen by Smith and Goodwin, belonged 
to the clutter once called Porland. If thefe 
conclufions be admitted, there can be no fuf- 
picion of fiftion in the ftory of Zeno* as far as 
it refpedfcs Prince Zichmni, and his expedi*- 
tions. Shetland may then Well enough agree 
with Eftland, which is defcribed by Hakluyt 
as lying " between Frifland and Norway."* 

The only place which in Zeno's relation is 
called by the fame name, by which it is now 
known, is Iceland ; though there can he no 
doubt that Engroenland, or Engroveland, is the 
fame .with Greenland,- where, according to 
Crantz, there was once a church dedicated . to 
St. Thomas, apd fituate near a volcano and a 
hot fpring.-j* 

But the queftion is, where (hall we find 
Eftotiland ? Dr. Forfter is pofitive that " it 
' cannot be any other country, than Winland 
(difcovered in 1001) where the Normans 
made a fettlement." The Latin books feen 
there by the fifherman, he fuppofes to have 
been the library of Eric, Bifhop of Greenland, 
who went thither In the twelfjh century to 

convert 

* Vol. iii, p. ii2. 
, + Crantz's hift. of Greenland, vol. ii, p. 265. 
Purcbas, vol. iv, p. 651. 
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convert his countrymen. He is alfo of opi- 
nion that this fifherqian had the ufe of the 
magnetic needle which began fo be known in 
Europe about the year 1302, before the 
time of the Zenos. He alio thinks that 
the country called Drogio is the fame with 
Florida. 

In fome of the old maps, particularly in 
Sanfon's French Atlas, the name Eftotiland 
is marked on the country of Labrador ; but 
the pompous defcription of it by the fifher- 
man, whether it be Labrador or Newfound- 
land, exceeds all the bounds of credibility, 
and abufes even the. licence of a traveller. 
The utmoft extent of Zichmni's expedition, 
in confequence of the fiftierman's report, could 
not be any farther weftward than Greenland, 
to which his defcription well agrees. The 
original inhabitants were fliort of ftature, half 
wild and lived in caverns ; and between the 
years 1380 and 1384 they had extirpated the 
JNbrmans and the monks of St. Thomas. 

The difcovery of Eftotiland muft therefore 
reft on the report of the fiflherman ; but the 
defcription of it, of Drogio, and the Coun- 
try S. W. of *Progio muft be ranked in the 
fabulous hiftory of America ; and would pro- 
bably 
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bably have been long fince Forgotten, if Chrif- 
topher Columbus had not made his grand dif- 
covery ; from the merit of which, his rivals 
and the enemies of the Spanifh nation have 
uniformly endeavoured to detract. 
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IV. CHRISTbf tfER COLUMBUS, 

THE adventures which have been aU 
ready fpoken of were more the refult of acci- 
dent than defign ; we are now entering on 
one, founded in fcience &nd conduced} by judg- 
ment ; an adventure, which whether we re- 
gard its conception, its execution, or its con-r 
fequences, will always reflect the hjgheft hon- 
our on him, who projedted it. 

About the middle of the fifteenth century, 
when the Portugiibfe tinder the conduit of 
Prince Henry, and afterward of King John II. 
were pufhing their difcOvcries along the wef- 
tern (hore of Africa, to find a paffage by the 
fouth to India ; a genius arofe, whofe memory 
has been preferved with veneration in the pages 
bf hiftory, as the inftrumcnt of enlarging the 
region of fcience and commerce, beyond any 
Of his predccefibrs, CHRISTOPHER CO- 
LUMBUS, a native of the Republic of 
Oenoa, was born in the year 1447, and at the 
age bf fourteen entered on a feafaring life, as 
the proper fphere, in which his vigorous 
jnind was deftined to perform exploits which 

(hoiild 
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(hould aftonifti mankind.* He was educated 
in the fciences of Gpqmetry and .Aftronomy, 
which form the bafis of navigation ; and he 
was well verfed in Cofmography, Hiftory and 
Philofophy. His. a£tive and enterprifing ge- 
nius, though it enabled him to comprehend 
the old fyftems, yet would not fuffer him to 
reft in their decifiona, however fan&ified by 
time or by venerable names but determined 
to examine them by actual experiment, he 
firft vifited the feas within the polar circle, and 
afterward thofe parts of Africa, which the 
Portuguefe had difcovsred, a& far as the coaft 
of Guinea ; and by the time that he had at- 
tained the age of thirty feven, he had from 
his own experience received the fulleft con- 
viction, that the opinion of the ancients 
refpe&ing the torrid and frigid zones was 
void of any juft foundation. 

When an old fyftem is found erroneous in 
one point, it is natural to fufpedl it of farther 
imperfe&ions ; and when one difficulty is 
overcome, others appear lefs formidable. Such 
was the cafe with Columbus ; and his views 
were accelerated by an incident, which threat- 
ened 

* Life of Columbus by his fon Ferdinand, Chap. 4,— See vol. 
ii. of Churchill's Collection of Voyages, 
Herrera's Hift, Amer. vol. i. 

F 4 
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cncd to put an end to his life. During one 
of his voyages, the fhip in which he Jailed 
took lire, in an engagement with a Venetian 
galley, and the crew were obliged to leap into 
the fea, to avoid perilling in the flames. In 
this extremity, Columbus, by the help of a 
floating oar, fwam upwards of two leagues to 
the coaft of Portugal near Lifbon, and met 
with a welcome reception from many of his 
Countrymen who were fettled there, 

At Lifbon, he married the daughter of 
Pereftrello, an old feaman, who had been con- 
cerned in the difcovery pf Porto Santo and 
Madeira ; from whofe journals and charts, 
he received the higheft entertainment, Pur? 
fuing bis inquiries in Geography, and obferv- 
ing what flow progrefs the Poftuguefe made 
in their attempts to find a way round Africa 
fo India, " he began to refledi that as the 
Portuguefe travelled fo far fouthward, it were 
no lefs proper to fail weftward," and that 
it was reafonable to exped; to find the defired 
land in that direction. 

It muft here be remembered, that India 
was in part knpwn< to the ancients, and that 
its rich and u&ful produ&ions had for many 
penturies been conveyed into Europe, either 

' > 
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by caravans through the defarts of Syria and 
Arabia ; or by the way of the Red Sea, 
through Egypt, into the Mediterranean.* 
This lucrative commerce had been fuccefiive*. 
ly engroficd by the Phenicians, the Hebrews, 
the' Egyptians, the Affyrians, the PalmyreneSj 
the Arabians, the GenOefe and the Venetians. 
The Portuguefe were then feeking it by at- 
tempting the circumnavigation of Africa ; 
and their expectation of finding it in that di-* 
rcdioa was grounded on ancient hiftorical 
traditions, that a voyage - had been formerly 
made by the orders of Necho King of Egypt, 
from the Red Sea, round the fouthcrn part 
of Africa to the ftraits <?f Hercules ; and 
that the fame route had been traverfed by 
Hanno the Carthaginian, by Eudoxus the 
Egyptian! and others, The Portuguele had 
confumcd about half a century in making va- • 
rious attemps, and had advanced no farther, 
on the \yeftem coaft of Africa, than juft to~ 
cro£s the Equator, when Columbus conceived 
fris great defign of finding India in the wefh 

The caufes which led him to entertain this 
idea are diftinguifhed by hi? lbn, the writer • 
qf Iiis life, into thele three j natural reafon, 

the 



* Robprtfon's India. Brucc's Travels. 
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the authority of writers, and the teftimony of 
iailors." . 

, ;f $y the help of € f reafon," he argued in this 
manner : That .the earth and fea compofed 
one globe or fphere. This was known by 
pbferving the fhadow of the earth in lunar 
cplipfes. Hence he concluded that it might 
be travelled over from eaft to weft, or from 
ytc&. to eaft. It had been explored to the eaft 
by fome European travellers as. far as Cipango, 
or Japan ; and as far weftward as the Azores 
or Weftern Iflands* The remaining (pace, 
though now known to be more than half, he 
feppofed to be but one third part of the cir- 
cumference of the globe. If this fpace were 
■an open fea, he imagined it might be cafily 
foiled over ; and if there were any land extend- 
OBlg eaftwardly beyond the known limits of 
*Afia,.he fuppofed that it muft be nearer to 
V$pain by the weft, than by the eaft. For, it 
t was then a receiyed opinion that the conti- 
nent and iilands of India extended over one 
third part of the circumference of the globe ; 
that another third part was comprehended 
between India ajoji the weftern fhore of 
JSpain ; : therefore it was, concluded, that the 
ipajfovn part of India jnuil be as near to Spain 

as 
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as the weftern part. This opinion though 
now known to be erroneous, yet being then 
admitted as true, made it appear to Columbus 
very eafy and prafricaible to difcover India ih 
the weft. He hoped alfo that between Spain 
and India, in that direftion, there mighf be 
found fome iflands ; by the help of which, 
as reftirjg places in his voyage, he might the 
better purfue his main defign. The probabil- 
ity of the exiftence of land in that Ocean; he 
argued, partly from the opinion of philofo- 
phers, that there was more land than fea on 
the furface of the globe ; and partly from the 
peceffity of 3 counterpoife in the weft, for the 
immenie quantity of land which was known 
to be in the eaft. 

Another fource, from which he drew his 
conclufion, was, " the authority of learned 
men/' who had affirmed the poffibility of 
failing from the weftern coaft of Spain, to the 
eaftern bounds of India. Some of the ancient 
Geographers had admitted this for truth, and 
one of them* had affirmed that forty days 
were fufficient to perform this navigation. 
Thefe authorities fell in with the theory 
which Columbus had formed ; and having, 
as early as 1474* communicated his idea* in 

writing 

* Pliny. 



92 COLUMBUS. 

Writing, to Paul a learned /phyfician of Flo- 
rence, he received from him letters of that date* 
confirming his opinion and encouraging his 
defign $ accompanied with a chart, in which 
Paul had laid down the city of Quifay (fup- 
pofed to be the capital of China) but little 
more than two thoufand leagues weftward 
from Lifbon, which in fadt is but fealf te 
diftance. Thus; by arguing from true prin- 
ciples, and by indulging conjeftures partly 
well founded and partly erroneous, Columbus 
was led to the execution of a plan, bold in its 
conception, and, to his view, eafily pra&icable $ 
for great minds overlook intermediate obfta- 
cles, which men of fmaller views magnify 
into infuperable difficulties. 

The third ground on which he formed his 
idea was " the teftimony of mariners a clafs 
of men who at that time, and in that imper- 
fect ftate of fcience, were too prone to mix 
fable with fadt ; and were often mifled by 
appearances, which they could not folve. In 
the fea, between Madeira and the Weftern 
Iflands, pieces of carved wood and large joints 
of cane had been difcoyered, which were fup- 
jSdfed to be brought by wefterfy winds. Branch- 
es of pine trees, a covered cknoe, and two hu- 
man 
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man bodies of a complexion different frQtji the 
Europeans and Africans had been found on 
the (bores of thefe iflands. ^ Some navigators 
had affirmed, that they h#d feen iflands not 
more than an hundred leagues wefiward from, 
the Azores* There was a tradition, that 
when Spain was conquered by the Moors in 
the eighth century, feven Bifhops, who were 
exiled from their country, had built feven 
cities and churches, on an ifland called An«- 
tilla ; which was fuppofed to be not more thaii 
two hundred leagues weft of the Canaries $ 
and it was faid that a Portuguefe fhip had 
once difcovercd this ifland, but could never 
find it again. Thefe ftpries, partly true and 
partly fabulous, had their effedt on the mind 
of Columbus. He believed that iflands were 
were to be found, weftward of the Azores and 
Canaries j though according to his theory, 
they were at a greater diftance than any of hia 
contemporaries had imagined. His candour 
led him to adopt an opinion from Pliny ref- 
pe&ing floating iflands, by the help of which 
he accounted for the appearances related to 
him, by his marine brethren. It is not im-r 
probable that the large iflands of flqatiiig ice t 
driven from the Polar Seas to the fouthward ^ 

or 
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or the Fog Banks, which form many fingu- 
)ar appearances referabling land and trees, 
> might have been the true foundation of this 
opinion and of thefe reports.* 

It 

* The following account of it curi6us deception, extra&ed frdm 
tbe -Gentleman^ Magazine, may elucidate the above obfervations. 

" March 4^ at two in the afternoon, made land which 

bore N. E. feven leagues difiance by eftimation : at five tacked, 
being about three leagues from faid ifland, wind E* S. E. latitude 
by observation 4gP 40* ; longitude 24 3c 7 , from the Lizard. This 
ifland ftretches N. W. and S. E. about 5 leagues long, and 9 
miles wide. On the fouth fide fine valleys and a great number of 
birds. 

March £, faid ifland bore N. three leagues, N. W. a reef of 
rocks three miles. This day a {hip's maft came along fide. On 
the fouth point of faid ifland is a fmall maifliy ifland." 

<4 A copy of my journal on board the fnow St. Paul, of London* 
bound from South Carolina to London. 

William Otton, Commander." 
/P. S. Captain Otton thought he fawa tent on the ifland, and 
would have gone afliore, but had unfortunately flove his boat forae 
time before. 

" Commodore Rodney is commiflioned to go in queft of an 
ifland, which, according to the report of a mailer of a fhip, and 
fome others, on examination before the Lords of the Admiralty, 
lies about 50 N. and about 300 leagues weft of England. Capt. 
Murdock Mackenzie, an excellent mathematician, and autbor of 
the fea charts of the Orkney and Lewis iflands, attends him in the 
Culloden floop, to bring back an account of what difcoveries he 
may make. As this ifland lies' out of the track of the trade to 
America, it is fuppofed to have been miffed by navigators to our 
colonies, though marked in Jomc Dutch maps. If the Com- 
modore difcovers it. he is to take poflcflion of it by the name of 
Rodney's ifland." 

- Friday 
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It is not pretended that Columbus was the 
only perfon of his age who had acquired thefe 
ideas of the form, dimen lions and balancing 
of the globe ; but he was one of the few- who 
had begun to think for themfelves, and he 
had a genius of that kind, which makes ufe 
of fpeculation and reafoning only as excite- 
ments to a&ion. He was not a clofet pro- 
jector, but an enterprifing adventurer ; and 
having eftabliftied his theory on principles, 
he was determined to exert himfelf to the 
utmoft, to demonftrate its truth by experi-* 
ment. But deeming the enterprife too great 
to be undertaken by any but a fovereign ftate, 
he firft applied (as it is faid) to the Republic 
of Genoa, by whom his projedt was treated 
as vifionary.* He then propofed his plan to 

John 

" Friday, April iC, 1752* Commodore Rodney arrived at 
Woolwich ; he had been cruifing ten days in queft of an ifland, 
and the men at the top-mad- head were more than once deceived 
with what the failors call fog-banks. Abdut the 6th or 7th day 
the crew obferved branches of trees with their leaves on, and 
flights of gulls, and pieces of flbipwrcck, which are generally re- 
garded as certain figns of an adjacent fhore, but could not difcover 
any." Gent. Mag. for 1751, p. 235. for 1752,^. 88, 189. 

N. B. The ifland marked in the Dutch maps, could not have 
been miflaken for this imaginary ifland, being but a fingle rock* 
It is the fame that is defcribed in the life of Zeno. Page 82. 

* This is faid on the authority of Herrera the royal Spanifh 
fciftorian ; Foxdinando Columbus, in the life of his father, fays 

nothing 
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John II. King of Portugal, who, though a 
Prince of good underftanding and of an en- 
terprifing difpofition* yet was fo deeply engag- 
ed in profecuting difcoveries on the African 
coaftrfwith a view to find a way to India round 
that continent * and had been at fo vaft an ex- 
penfe without any confiderable fucfcefs, thftt 
he had no inclination to accept the terms 
which Columbus propofed. Influenced how- 
ever by the advice of Calzadilla, a favourite 
courtier, he privately gave orders to a fhip, 
bound to the iflands of Cape de Verd, to at- 
tempt * difcovery in the weft: ; but through 
ignorance and want of enterprife, the naviga- 
tors, after wandering for fome time in the o- 
cean and making no difcovery, reached their 
d^ftined port and turned the project of Co- 
lumbus into ridicule. 

Difgufted with this bafe artifice, he quitted 
Portugal, and went to Ferdinand, King of 
Spain, having previoufly lent his brother to 
England to folicit the patronage of Henry 
VIL * But being taken by pirates, and detain- 
ed feveral years in captivity, Bartholomew had 
it not in his power to reveal his projcft to 

Henry, . 

nothing of it ; but reprefents his application to the King of Por- 
tugal a$ the fiul, zai gitfes this reafcm for it, "bccatife he lived 
under him." 



COLUMBUS. 97 

Henry, till Chriftopher Columbus had fuo 
ceeded in Spain. Before this could be ao 
complilhed, he had various obftacles to fur- 
mount ; and it was not till after feven years 
of painful folicitation that he obtained his re- 
queft. 

The obje&ions made to the propofal of 
Columbus, by the moft learned men in Spain, 
to whom the confideration of it was referred, 
will give us fome idea of the ftate of geogra- 
phical fcience at that time. One objettion 
was, How rtiould he know more than all the 
wife men and fkilful failors who had exifted 
fincc the creation ? Another was the authori- 
ty of Seneca, who had doubted whether it 
were poffible to navigate the ocean at any 
great diftance from the ftiore ; but admitting 
that it were navigable, they imagined, that 
three years would be required to perform the 
voyage, which Columbus propofed. A third 
was, that if a fhip fhould fail weftward on a 
round globe, fhe would neceflarily go down, 
on the oppofite fide, and then it would be 
impoflible to return, becaufe it would be like 
climbing up a hill, which no fhip could do 
with the ftrongeft wind. A fourth obje&iou 
was grounded on a book of St. Auguftine, 
G in 
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in which he had exprefled his doubt of thtf 
exifteiice of antipodes and the poflibility of 
going from one hemifphere to the other. As 
the writings of this Holy Father had received 
the fandtion of the Church, to contradict him 
Was deemed herefy. 

For fuch reafons, and by fuch reafoners, the 
propofal of Columbus was at firft rejedled $ 
t>ut by the influence of John Perez, a Spanifh 
Prieft, and Lewis Santangel, an officer of the ' 
King's houfhold, Queen Ifabella was perfuad- 
ed to liften to his folicitation, and -after he 
had been twice repulfed, to recal him to 
Court j when fhe offered to pawn her jewels to 
defray the expenfe of the equipment, amount-* 
ing to no more than 2500 crowns ; which 
p fum was advanced by Santangel, and the 
Queen's jewels were faved. Thus, to the 
generous decifion of a female mind, we owe 
the difcovery of America. 

The conditions ftipulated between Ferdi- 
nand and Ifabella on the one part, and Co- 
lumbus on the other part, were thefe : " That 
lie, his heirs and fucceffors, fhould hold the 
office of Admiral in all thofe IJlands and Con~ 
tinents which he fhould difcover ; that he 
fhould be Viceroy and Governor of the fame, 

with 
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With power of nominating three affociateSj of 
whom their majefties fhould appoint one. 
That he fhould have one tenth part of the 
neat proceeds of all the gold, and filver, pre* 
cious ftones, fpice and other mercharidife 
which fhould be found j that he, or a deputy 
Of his own appointing, fhould decide all con- 
troverfies refpedting the trade ; that he fhould 
be at one eighth part of the expenfe of equip- 
ping the firft fleet, and fhould receive one 
eighth part of the profits. " 

The fcfeceffary preparations being made, 4nd 
4 year's provifiori laid iii, on the 3d of Auguft, 
1492, Columbus failed from Palos, a port of 
Spain, on the Mediterranean, with three Vef~ 
fels* one of which was called a carrack, and 
T the other two, caravels having on board, 
the whole, ninety men. Having paffed 
through the ftraits of Gibraltar, he arrived at 
the Canaries, on the 12th of the fame month ; 
where he was detained in refitting one of the 
caravels, and taking in wood and water, till 
the 6th of September, when he failed weft- 
ward on his voyage of difcovery. 

This voyage, which now is confidered as 
an eafy and pleafant run, between the latitudes 
G 2 of 
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of 20 and 30 degrees, with a trade wind, was 
then the boldeft attempt which had ever been 
made, and filled the minds of the beft feamen 
with apprehenfion. They were going diredt- 
ly from home, and from all hope of relief, if 
any accident fliould befal them. No friendly 
port nor human being was known to be in 
that direction . Every bird which flew in the 
air, every fiih which appeared in the fea, and 
every weed which floated on its furface, was 
regarded with the moft minute attention, as 
if the fate of the voyage depended on it. A 
phenomenon which had never before been 
obferved ftruck them with terror. The mag- 
netic needle appeared to vary from the pole : 
They began to apprehend that their compafs 
♦would prove an unfaithful guide ; and the 
trade wind, which wafted them along with 
its friendly wings, they feared would obftruit 
their return. 

To be twenty days at fea, without fight of 
land, was what the boldeft mariner had never 
before attempted. At the expiration of that 
time the impatient failors began to talk of 
throwing their commander into the ocean, 
and returning home. Their murmurs reach- 
ed his ears ; but his a&ive mind was never at 

a lofs 
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a lofs for expedients, even in the greateft ex- 
tremity. By foothing, flattery, and artifice, 
by inventing reafons for every uncommon ap- 
pearance, by promifing rewards to the obedi- 
ent, and a gratuity to him who fhould firft dis- 
cover land, in addition to what the King had 
ordered ; and by deceiving them in the /hip's 
reckoning, he kept them on their courfe for 
fixteen days longer. In the night of the nth 
of O&ober, he himfelf faw a light, which 
feemed to be on fhore, and in the morning of 
the 1 2th, they had the joyful fight of land, 
which proved to be the ifland of Guanahana, 
one of the clutter called Bahamas, in the 25th, 
degree of north latitude. 

Thus in the fpace of thirty fix days, and in 
the 45th year of his age, Columbus complet-j 
ed a voyage which he had fpent twenty years 
in projecting and executing ; a voyage which 
opened to the Europeans a new world ; which 
gave a new turn to their thoughts, to their 
fpirit of enterprife and of commerce ; which 
enlarged the empire of Spain, and ftampcd 
with immortality the name of Columbus. 
, After fpending. feveral months in failing 
from one ifland to another in that vaft archi- 
pelago, which, from the miftakcs of the age 
G 3 received 
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received the name of the Weft- Indies. Column 
bus returned to Spain ) with the two finallei? 
veffels, (the larger having been wrecked on 
the ifland of Hifpaniola) leaving behind him 
a colony of thirty nine men, furniftied with a 
year's provifion, and lodged in a fort which 
had been built of the timber faved from the 
wreck. During his paffage he met with a 
violent tempeft: which threatened him with 
deftrudtion. In this extremity, he gave an 
admirable proof of his calmnefs and forefight. 
He wrote on parchment an account of his 
difcoveries, wrapped it in a piece of oiled 
cloth, and inclofed it in a cake of wax, which 
he put into a tight calk and threw into the 
fea. Another parchment, fecured in the fame «. 
jaanner, he placed on the ftern, that if the 
fliip ftiould fink, the cafk might float, and 
pofllbly one or the other might be driven on 
jfhore, or taken up at fea by fbme future navi- 
gator. But this precaution proved fruitlefs. 
He arrived fafe in Spain, in March, 1493, 
and was received with the honours due to his 
merit. 

The account which Columbus gave of his 
new difcoveries, the fpecimens of gold and 
pther valuable productions, and the fight of 
* the 
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the natives which he carried from the Weft, 
Indies to Spain, were fo pleafing that the 
court determined on another expedition. But 
firft it was neceflary to obtain the fandtion 
of the Pope, who readily granted it ; and 
by an imaginary line, drawn from pole to 
pole, at the diftance of one hundred leagues 
weftward of the Azores, he divided between 
the crowns of Spain and Portugal, all the new 
countries already difcovered or to be difcov-r 
cred ; giving the weftern part to the former, 
and the eaftern to the latter. No provifion 
however was made, in cafe that they (hould 
meet, and their claims ftiould interfere on the 
oppofite fide of the globe. The bull, con- 
taining this famous but imperfe<St line of de- 
markation, was figned by Alexander VI. on 
the fecond day of May, 1493 > anc * on 
28th of the fame month, the King and Queen 
of Spain, by a written inftrument, explained 
and confirmed the privileges and powers 
which they had before granted to Columbus, 
making the office of Viceroy and Governor 
of the Indies hereditary in his family. On 
the 25th of September following, he failed 
from Cadiz, with a fleet of feventeen fhips, 
great and fmall, well furnifhed with all necef? 

Q ^ faries 
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faries for the voyage; and having on board 
I500 people, with horfes, cattle, and imple- 
ments to eftablifti plantations. 

On Sunday the third of November, he dif- 
qoyered an ifland, to which, in honour of the 
day, he gave the name of Dominica. After- 
ward he difcovered in fucceffion other iflands, 
which he called Marigalante, Guadaloupe, 
Montfcrrat, Redonda, Antigua, St. Martin's, 
St. Urfula, and St. John. On the 12th of 
November he came to Navidad, on the North 
iide of Hifpaniola, where he had built his 
fort, and left his colony ; but he had the 
mortification to find, that the people were all 
dead, and that the fort had been deftroyed. 

The account given by the natives, of the 
lofs of the colony, was, that they fell intodif- 
cord among themfelves, on the ufiial fubje&s 
of controverfy, women and gold ; that having 
provoked a chief, whofe name was Canaubo, 
he came againft them with a fuperior force, 
and deftroyed them ; that fome of the natives, 
in attempting to defend them, had been kill- 
ed, and others were then ill of their wounds ; 
which, on infpe&ion, appeared to haye been 
piade with Indian weapons. 

Columbus prudently forbore to make any 
critical inquiry into the matter ; but hafted 

t9 



COLUM BU S. 105 

to eftablifh another colony, in a more eligible 
fituation, to the eaftward ; which he called 
Ifabella, after his royal patronefs. He had 
many difficulties to contend with, befides 
thofe which unavoidably attend undertakings 
of fuch novelty and magnitude. Nature in- 
deed was bountiful : the foil and climate pro- 
duced vegetation, with a rapidity to which 
the Spaniards had not been accuftomecL 
From wheat fown at the end of January, full 
ears were gathered at the end of March. The 
ftones of fruit, the flips of vines and the joints 
of fugar cane fprouted in feven days, and ma- 
ny other feeds in half the time. This was 
an encour^girig profpeft ; but the flow ope- 
rations of agriculture did not meet the view? 
of fanguine adventurers. The numerous fol- 
lowers of Columbus, fome of whom were of 
the beft families in Spain, had conceived hopes 
of fuddenly enriching themfelves, by the pre- 
cious metals of thofe new regions ; and were 
not difpofed, to liften to his recommendations 
of patience and induftry, in cultivating the 
earth. The natives were difpleafed with the 
licentioufnefs of their new neighbours ; who 
endeavoured to keep them in awe by a dif- 
play of force. The explofion of fire arms, 
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and the fight of men mounted on horfes, were 
at firft, obje&s of terror $ but ufe had render- 
ed them lefs formidable. Columbus, over- 
burdened with care and fatigue, fell lick, and 
at his recovery, found a mutiny among his 
men $ which, by a due mixture of refolution 
and lenity, he had the addrefs to quell. He. 
then endeavoured to eftablifh difcipline among 
his own people, and to employ the natives in 
cutting roads through the woods. Whilft he 
was prefent, and able to attend to bufinefs, 
things went on fo profperoufly, that he 

thought he might fifely proceed on his dis- 
coveries. 

In his former voyage he had vifited Cuba ; 
but was uncertain whether it were an ifland 
or a part of fome continent. He therefore 
paffed over to its eaftern extremity ; and coaft- 
ed its fouthern fide, till he found himfelf en- 
tangled among a vaft number of fmall iflands, 
which for their beauty and fertility he called 
the Garden of the Queen $ but the dangerous 
rocks and fhoals, which furrounded them, 
obliged him to ftretch farther to the South- 
ward ; by which means, he difcovered the 
ifland of Jamaica ; where he found water and 
pther refrefhments for his men, who were 

almoft 
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almoft dead with famine. The hazard, fa- 
tigue and diftrefs of this voyage, threw him 
into a lethargic diforder, from which he had 
juft recovered, when he returned to his colo- 
ny and found it all in confufion ; from the 
lame caufes which had proved deftrudtivc to 
the firft. 

In his abfence, the licentioufnefs of the 
Spaniards had provoked feveral of the chiefs ; 
four of whom had united to deftroy them, 
and had adtually commenced hoftilities, in 
which twenty Spaniards were killed. Co- 
lumbus colledted his people, put them into 
the beft order, and by a judicious combination 
of force and ftratagem gained a decifive victo- 
ry, to which the horfes and dogs did not a 
little contribute. 

At his return to Hifpaniola, he had the 
pleafure of meeting his brother Bartholomew, 
whom he had not feen for feveral years, and 
whom he fuppofed to have been dead. Bar- 
tholomew was a man of equal knowledge, ex- 
perience, bravery and prudence with himfelf. 
His patience had endured a fevere trial in their 
long feparation. He had many obftacles to 
furmount, before he could get to England 
juid obtain accefs to the King. He was af 

Paris 
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Paris when he heard of the fuccefs of his 
brother's firft enterprize ; who had gone on 
the fecond, before Bartholomew could get to 
Spain. On his arrival there, and being intro- 
duced to the court, he was appointed to the 
command of three (hips, which were def- 
tined to convey fupplies to the colony ; and he 
arrived whilft Chriftophcr was abfent on his 
voyage to Cuba and Jamaica. Columbus ap- 
pointed his brother to command at Ifabella, 
whilft he went into the interior part of the 
ifland, to perfect his conqueft, and reduce the 
natives to fubje&ion and tribute. 

The Indians were fo unufed to colle<3: gold 
duft, in fuch quantities as their conquerors 
demanded it, that they offered to plant the 
immenfe plains of Hifpaniola, and pay an e- 
quivalent in corn. Columbus was ftruck with 
the magnanimity of the propofal ; and in con- 
fcquence, moderated the tribute. This did 
not fatisfy the avarice of his. fellow adventu- 
rers, who found means to complain of him 
to the King's minifters, for his * negligence 
in acquiring the only commodity, which they 
• thought deferved the name of riches. The 
Indians then defifted from planting their ufual 
quantity of corn, and attempted to fubfift 

chiefly 
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chiefly on animal food. This experiment 
proved injurious to themfelves as well as to 
their conquerors ; and it was computed, that 
within four years, from the firft difcovery 
of the ifland, one third part of its inhabitants 
periflied. 

The complaints againft Columbus fo 
wrought on the jealous mind of King Ferdi- 
nand, that John Aguado, who 4 was Vent, ia 
1495, Wlt ^ Applies t0 the colony, had or- 
ders to adt as a fpy on his condudt. This 
* man behaved with fo little difcretion, as to 
feek matter of accufation, and give out threats 
againft the Admiral. At the fame time, the 
fliips which he commanded, being deftroyed; 
by a hurricane, he had no means left to return ; 
till Columbus, knowing that he had enemies 
at home and nothing to fupport him but his 
own merit, refolved to go to Spain, with two 
caravels \ himfeif in one, and Aguado in the 
other. Having appointed proper perfons to 
command the feveral forts ; his brother Bar- 
tholomew to fuperintend the whole, and his 
brother James to be next in authority ; he fe£ 
fail on the tenth of March 1496, and after a 
perilous and tedious voyage, in the tropical 
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latitudes, arrived at Cadiz on the eleventh of 
June. 

His prefence at Court, with the gold and 
other valuable articles which he carried home* 
removed, in fome meafure, the prejudices 
which had been excited againft him. But 
his enemies, though filent, were not idle ; 
and in a court, where phlegm and languor 
proved a clog to the fpirit of enterprize, they 
found it not difficult to obftrudt his views ; 
which, notwithftanding all difcouragements, 
were ftill pointed to the difcovery of a way* 
to India by the weft. 

He now demanded eight fliips, to carry 
fupplies to his colony, and fix to go on dif- 
covery. Thefe demands were complied with, 
and he began his third voyage on the thir- 
tieth of May 1498. He keptacourfe fo far to 
the fou th ward, that not only his men, but his 
provifions and water fuffered greatly from ex- 
ceflive heat.. The firft land he made after 
leaving the Ifles of Cape de Verd, was a large 
ifland which he named Trinidad, from its ap- 
pearance in the form of three mountains. He 
then pafled through a narrow ftrait and whirl- 
pool into the gulf of Paria j where, obferv- 
ing the tide to be rapid, and the water brack- 

ifh, 
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ifli, he conjectured, that the land, on the 
weftern and fouthern fides of the gulf, was 
part of a continent ; and that the frcfh water 
proceeded from fome great rivers. 
• The people on the coaft of Paria were 
whiter than thofe of the- iflands. They had 
about their necks plates of gold and fixings of 
pearl ; which they readily exchanged for piec- 
es of tin and brafs, and little bells ; and when 
they were queftioned whence they,obteined 
the gold and pearls, they pointed to the weft. 

The Admiral's provifion not allowing him 
to ftay long in this place ; he pafled again, 
through that dangerous ftrait, to which he 
gave the name of the Dragon*s Mouth ; and 
having fatisfied himfelf, that the land on his 
left was a continent, he fleered to the N. W ; 
difcovering Margarita and feveral other iflands 
in his courfe ; and on the thirtieth of Auguft, 
arrived at the harbour of St. Domingo, in 
Hifpaniola ; to which place his brother had 
removed the colony ifi his abfence, in con- 
fequence of apian preconcerted between them. 

Wearied with inceffant care and watching, 
in this dangerous voyage, he hoped now to 
qnjoy repofe ; inftead of which he found his 
colony much reduced by deaths ; many of 

the 
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thfc furvivors fick, with a difeafe, the peculiar 
confequencc of their debauchery ; and a large 
number of them in aftual rebellion. They 
had formed themfelves into a body j they had^, 
gained over many of the Indians, under pre- 
tence of protefting them ; and they had retir- 
ed to a diftant part of the ifland, which prov- 
ed a refort for the feditious and difcontented. 
Their commander was Francis Roldan, whd 
had been Chief Juftice of the colony ; and their 
number was fo confiderable, that Columbus 
Qould not command a force fufficient to fubdue 
them . He therefore entered into a negociation, 
by offering a pardon to thofe who would fubmit, 
and liberty of returning to Spain to thofe who 
defired it. Thefe offers, however impolitic, 
proved fuccefsful. Roldan himfelf accepted 
them, and perfuaded others to do the fame y 
then, being reftored to his office, he tried and 
condemned the refraftory, fome of whom 
were put to death. 

An account of this mutiny was fent home 
to Spain by Columbus and another by Rol- 
dan. Each had their advocates at court, and 
the caufe was heard by the King and Queen. 
Roldan. and his men were accufed of adultery, 
perjury, robbery, murder, and difturbing the 

peace 
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peace of the whole ifland ; whilft Cdluolhus 
was, charged with cruelty to individuals, aim- 
ing at independence, and engroffing the tribute. 
It was infinuated,that not being a native of Spain, 
he had no proper refpedfc for the noble fami- 
lies, who had become adventurers and that 
the debts due to them could not be recovered. 
It was fuggefted, that if fotne remedy were 
not fpeedily applied, there was danger that he 
would revolt, and join with fonae other Prince ; 
and that to compafs this defigrt, he had con- 
cealed the real wealth of the colony, and pre- 
vented the converfion of the Indians to the. 
Catholic faith. 

. Thcfe infinuations prevailed on the jca- 
loufy of Ferdinand, and even ftaggered the 
conftancy of Ifabella. They refolved to ap- 
point a judge, who fhould examine fadfs on 
the fpot ; and if he fhould find the Admiral 
guilty, to fupcrfede him. For this purpofe 
they fent Francis Bovadilla, a man of noble 
rjmk, but whofe poverty alone recQmmended 
him to the office. FurnKhed with thefe pow- 
ers, he arrived at St. Domingo, when Colum- 
bus was abfent ; took lodgings in his houfe \ 
invited accufers to appear againft him ; feized 
on his effe&s, and finally fent him and both 
H his 



rfcad got ^ foa, he O&Wl to •take off 
^tf f &«cip t but Colnmbui nobly d^pkrad, 
gilt h^w^Jd ipeniit that.fhqnour to I* dose 

< fflS^B8>f c 5?ifif l ^«a : » rl£ wa^.dejij^fd 40 
;£gRfe#, B^^gf J^os^^bad .'b$en tfce 
s 5^rf in#^a$oj,, < o& a^,^cfe--rigorou^- proceed- 
^g^^Mi4 -|9 a^hqo? h*d~ .been committed the 

nnjNfilW^P 1 ^^WiP^iog Colqmbus of his 

deprived him of his well earned reputation- §f 
^S^^ A^^^ : new , (continent. 
©S?'^ 'hpo?? ^^ y ^l ch - Qsluaihus :.W 

X§ftr ISRrWtofj : ^5.#^? e !y ,«f the waft » pf 

^fiji^g^^ncg^ <^cda, an adtive officer, who 
jm&& ^ *?• his &»nd : v^r- 

of%o^i?^ c ?H^. ^^.^^ 4ifpatches arjriir- 

oft c fe/fflSBJ?* J ^^ l^l^owhi^ fife 



^foA&ei£hc «S% f«btAfci«d qeave*fes>$u*& 
the difcovery. Soifie<Wtfaftri*a ^etflfe 
wci^ fr^aifed~ np^rr W nfcjtiip; fbii¥ -Jflilps ; 
With #fefch^ in 14^, i0j^ ( foHo^ecl 
Ifttefc «f Goltidibutf, ami made KhdiSh -Atfi&Hfc 
&*<$ftriiL Amerigo Vefpucci, a flctfenthfe 
merchant, well- billed m geogrt^^ 
navigation, accompanied Ojc&tirt tfeis toyagft 
t»*l^^ttbliflnhg the fifft n bbSk->ha iJ fcte, 
Mamfe-ite nevir l #Dfn/bbMhe§ tfie^fitftf- 
*«? fctf- h^nf Vit ; cafle* AtaeRfcA? 1 T&8 
3fo*MW«ift i!6t -happrt Wafter thetfcath 'xSf 
Columbus. Several otheir Mvettkiftr*; 1 ^- 
k)v*ed t** &ine track, and all %|wlcd / that 
thri dwitl<l6<rf which : ^tkey toad ften, ' wts'^rt 
'©fli»lmi !: ;" ! — 'i^ a« ' ■■ ' : •• fb 
- • A^i '(boo '•'al i ' t if fcSdvWr/ ^that ; feofe^Bji 

^^iMfiswd4t das, (M*?*?,-* 1508)* fa & 

^IfewWeful fitiiat^n alwVefnerttiontd,' the Klftg 
<%nd i 'Qgeeh, aftiaifaed^ ^8 brders wfcfich tfitjy 
hid given; ciommahded hfth tb be rdeafetf , 
°iWited ^tm to;codrt}7«v!i^ ffiey " a^fe|iiSd 
&r the irSfceHvro ^oVeriifir, 
ahd ri&^£^m^ hft#btt*§ 1 io 

lfcnibu**'ou*i riOikfer|ci! c &e ,, i^^tfi^ 

;o H 2 apartment, 



116 



C O L U' M B : U S^ 1 



apartment, and ordered them to be buried iti 
his grave. 

* Iriftead of reinftating'him in his government 
according to the original Contradt, the King 
and Queen fent Ovando, to Hifpaniola, to 
fuperfede Bovadilla ; and only indulged Co- 
lumbus in purfuing his darling project, the 
difcovery of India by the weft, which he ftill 
hoped to accomplifh. He failed again from 
Cadiz, on the fourth of May, 1502$ with 
four veflels, carrying one hundred and forty 
men and boys $ of which number were his 
brother Bartholomew and his fon Ferdinand, 
the Writer of his life. 

In . his paflage to the Caribbee iflands, he 
found his largeft veflel, of feventy tons, unfit 
for the fervice ; and therefore went to St. Do- 
mingo, in hope of exchanging it for a better; 
and to feek flicker from a ftorm which he faw 
approaching. To his infinite furprize and 
mortification, Ovando Would not admit him 
into the port. A fleet of thirty (hips was 
then ready to fail for Spain, on board of which 
iRoldan and Bovadilla were prifoners. Co- 
lumbus informed Ovando, of the prognoftics 
which he had obfefved, which Ovando difre- 
jgarded, and the fleet failed. Columbus then 

laid 



C O kU/M B U 117 

laid three of his *eflels, under the lee of the 
ihore ; and, with great difficulty, rode out the 
{empeft. His brother put to fea ; and by his 
great naval ikill faved the (hip in which he 
Med. Of the fleet bound to Spain, eighteen 
ihips were loft, and in them perifhed Roldan 
and Bovadilla* 

The enemies of Columbus gave out that 
he had raifed this ftorm by the art of magic j 
and fuch was the ignorance of the age, that 
the ftory was believed ; What contributed the 
more to its credit, was, that one of the worft 
£hips of the fleet, on board of which were all 
theefFe&s which had been faved from the ru- 
ined fortune of Columbus, was the firft which 
arrived in Spain. The amount of thefe effedfc 
was " four thoufend pefos of gold, each <jf 
the value of eight (hillings The remark 
which Ferdinando Columbus makes on this 
-event, fo deftru&ive to the accufers of his father, 
is, " I am fatisfied, it was the hand of Gqd, 
who was pleafed to infatuate them ; that they 
might not hearken to good advice ; for had 
they arrived in Spain, they had never beer! 
punifced, as their crimes deferved ; but rath- 
er favoured and preferred as being the Bifhop's 
friends, 1 '* After' 

* Chap. 88. 
H 3 
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met witfeajaege covq»4 t»ne*,dtevii|&;*dc 

ft?rts v^ere ftro^gty $Mfk-;iiTfaftr iftrowfafc 

ag$ ^e^ Jaoaikfld fcajfaaU J>y W&cll bes 
??i«k^F?f%-^9Mg^ felled, ^ig^te&taii 




(Via wtf$&i$) s> 

itfke^&nitfdable i^Vg%>riteti hiA*>:*##feP 
htt&ftr «fk-1firft< eftabHffiSnf %s4fol«flyq*i»fl»> 
«aatfaetif> by Icim^ f<^^ ttt p^kP^r 
obtt giflg iflm to retire wfcfc*hl^h*«i^ w 
s Attfcaji >I««e^with iera^qow-^*rte«fe*d 

toflftttettd, that Wil^ fee' afm^fliflfestljrf 
takftptt them sbovsWfcfc*? till- kt W r ffcem* 
aihore" ■ on tb« iflantf -Jfcntifei. - :-'By *!# 

attires two of tfcteflf larg^^<Se6*p3iPtf&ie*i* 
tito-of hi* f m0ft i^iOrfal MeW$#' 
and Ficffco, *c(^ttpdn}ed 3^letn« 9 fr HP 
Mott;«i&tffew IiMjiaM, MM BSfS? 1 

ficnitieB, iit their 

ofibis misfoftone to Ovkrwidj and fcflibito<J fift 1 
ai£ . The mcrciled WreifcJt ditafciea -"tHefcr 
eight mouths, withoat iii ai^e^i Hiltitt^ 
vrhicfa title, ColuuftbMs diflfertd' tKcPfeVcreft 
hard*Wp^£^th^ eom^G 6 

pkditgo o£ifaj:ratim(; it fWfc*fe$ri*el£ftkajf T 
^pp&56;dS they w*rd*bl*^ifjp«rt itWf&F 
■ fct ^ H4 k>q§ 
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lopg continuance of thefc guefta had . diminh- 
i(be4 their (tore, and the infolence ojkhe mur 
tineer$ gave # check to their friendtiup. In 
t^ia extremity, the fertile invention of Cow 
lumbus fuggefted an expedient which proved 
foccefsful. , He knew that a total eclipfe of 
the moon was at hand, which would he vifi* 
We in the evening. On the preceding day, he 
fcnt for the principal Indians, to fpeak with 
tbctn, oil a matter of the utmoft . importance, 
Beix)g afiembled, he directed his interpreter to 
tell them, that the Gop of heaven, whom he 
worshipped* was angry with them, for withokk 
ing provifion frpra him, and would puniflr 
them with famine and peftilence ; as a tok* 
cn of which, the moon would, in the even* 
tag* appear of an angry and bloody colour. 
Some of then* received his fpeech with ter- 
ror, and others with indifference ; but when 
the moon rofe, and the eclipfe increafed 4* 
fhe advanced from the horizon, they came in 
crowds, loaded with provifion, and begged the 
Admiral to intercede with his God, for the 
removal of his anger, Columbus retired to his 
cabin ; and when the eclipfe began ta go off, 
he came out and told them, that he had pray- 
eg to .his GoD, ^d had received: this anfwer ; 

that 



that if they would be good for the future, and 
bring hitif provifion a* he fhould want, Got* 
would forgive them ; and as a token of it, the 
noon would put on her ufual brightnefs. 
They gave him thanks, and promifed com- i 
phance and whilft he remained on the ifland 
there was no more want of provifion. 
- At the end of eight months, Ovando fent 
a fmall veflcl to Jamaica, with a cafk of winei 
two flitches, of bacon, and a letter of compli- 
ment and excufe, which the officer deliver- 
ed ; . and without waiting for an anfwer, 
weighed his anchor the fame evening and fail- 
ed back to Hifpaniola. The men who adhered 
to Columbus and were with him on board the 
wrecks, wondered at the fudden departure of 
theveflel, by which they expected deliverance. 
Columbus, never at a lofs for an evafion, told 
th$m that the caravel wastoofmall to take the 
whole company, and he would not go with- 
out them* This fiftion had the defired effeft ; 
thofe who adhered to him refumed their pa- 
tience ; but the mutineers became fo infolent 
that it was neceflary to fubdue them by force, 
la the contcft ten of them were killed. Por- 
ras, their leader, was made prifoncr and the 
others efcapstL Bartholomew Columbus 

and 
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The -fugitives, .. tuviag loft their ■. 
thougferit heft i to fabmit ; and oft the ndjftfi 
dt^y jjfcntia petition to the Admiral, confeffiflgri 
their fault, and promifing fidelity. Tb^t 
promife they tsMfirraediby-an oath^ of which 
irhprccatipai waar: lingular ? ?*;thcy itf-^ 
n9Wtc&,jft:cai: b£fa^<^ aoyabfoludmiiroitii 
Pg^/igi&ojp^r' Bope^at the timaof: thfto 
dfflh V aodtdl benefit from the T(aCTamcntS-(tft 
th^Qhttcck^ coafenting to be buried * fikftc 
hea^van$^adtinfidfil«[iB theapen afield." ; ThtP 
Ad^ifal >rece^!ted^thetr>:fiihmiffion^ provided^ 
tlg$jF9was ffc^lj^iifttte^r^^ 
wp^)d accept a . cotsroaader -of- his appoint-:;* 
n^nt,, af long th«^ f fljould remain «n tfeeni 
idapdv.^ .- V "' v •. . v»; n: 

At length a veffel, which ,Meade» -hgAi: 
been permitted to buy, with the Admiral's 
money, at Hifr>ariiora7came to Jamaica, and 
took them off. " Off their arrival at St. Do- 
mingo (Auguft i^ t "i504)''Ovando affe&ed 
great joy, and treated the Admiral with a mow 
of rcfpe&r.btri he liberated Porras,and threat- 
cn *& jtfitk gflvtifittmt .the .feithful. 4idhc*ei«s 



4ftc4» t^dw««yi#fel»^e ofciu* troche 
erous hoft,4nd, v^tfe hifl . bf9tJb«r^ font arafc 
f<$!ft&tt> embarked fpf .-Spain,:-- After a. iocg 
»9^4ifktflipg voyage^ iflwhkh the iha^claft 
hffijj^khe.af rived at St. ioucar; in -May ^ 

: — -'^> 

riJi**p3trone& IfabeHa Jmd&een de&dibottr- 
a y§ar ;J . And with 'Mfti: had/ expired at! th* 
fa*m*rrwhkh he «cccjngoycd ro the. J©wtrt 
ofc£trdfoa»d. : Worn jooH with 6db^&&ikT 
fabgvc^^fgufted wttitthciofiiiceritji^ of 
S^y^c^^dthchaughfiiJ^ofhiscCTirtUrf, 
ColUmbua lingered out a;y*a£4n frttkle&fo* 
liABSttton.for has /violated; tights j' 411 deStfr 
XC&vjodhira fr^ ^llhieveiatidTWi -ffc Afed " 
at Valadolid, on the twentieth of NUfftQQ v 
inrthe 59th year of hi* agtfj- and was- IwriedF 
in the cathedral of Seville, with this inferrp* ' 
fton'on his Tomb, 

A Cajiilla ya Leon t 
' \ ~ ftuevo Mundo dio Colon. < . ■ 

1. Tranflated thus. . ) 

. , Tp CaAile and Leon, t-- ; 

. } : .. Columbus gave, a new Worlds . 

'In ihelifc 6f this remarkable man . 
is i^o deficicttcy of to^' v 4tiiiity wfetctf ean " 
r J :3 conftitut* 
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fconftitute a truly great charatter.* His 
genius was penetrating, and his judgment 
folid. He had acquired as much knowledge 
of the fciences as could be obtained at that 
day ; and he corre&ed what he had learned, 
by his own obforvations. His conftancy 
and patience were equal to the moft hazard- 
bus undertakings. Hi9 fortitude furmount* 
td many difficulties ; and his iftventidft ex^ 
tricated him out of many perplexities. Hit 
prudence enabled him to conceal or fubdafe 
his own infirmities ; whilft he took advan- 
tage of the paffions of others, adjufting hrt 
behaviour to his circumftances ? temporal 
ingi or afting with vigour, as the occaifca 
required. 

His fidelity to the ungrateful Prince, whom 
he ferved, and whofe dominions he enlarged, 
muft render him forever confpicuous as an 
example of juftice ; and his attachment to the 
€fcueen, by whofe influence he was raifed and 
fiipported, will always be a monument of his 
gratitude. 

To his other excellent qualities may be addl- 
ed his piety. He always entertained, and on 

proper ~ 

• Some of thefe obfervations act taken from Dr. Campbell** 
account-ofJEuropean fcttlements in America, Vol. I. Chap. viii. 
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proper dccafions expreifed, a reverence for the 
Deity, and a firm confidence in his care and 
prbtedion. In bis declining days, the confo- 
lations of religion were his chief fupport ; 
and his laft words were, " Into thy hands, O 
Lord, I commend my fpirit." 
- - The perfecution and injuftice which he 
fuffered, may be traced up to the contract, 
which he infifted on, before he engaged in 
the plan of difcovery. That a foreigner 
ihould attain fo high a rank as to be Viceroy 
for life, and that the honour of an Admiral 
ihould be hereditary in his family, to the ex- 
clufion of all the nobles of Spain, was more 
than their pride and jealoufy could endure $ 
and they conftantly endeavoured to depreciate 
Iris merit ; . the only foundation on which his 
honours were eredted. 

- There is a ftory recorded by Peter Martyr, 
a contemporary hiftoriao, which exemplifies 
their malice, and his ingenuity in rifing fupo* 
rior to it. After the death of the Queen* the 
nobility affe&ed to infinuate, that his difcov- 
ertes were more the refult of accident and good 
fortune, than of any well concerted* meafures. 
One day at a public dinner, Columbus having 
borne much infulting raillery on that head, 

at 



QBg&f "fchfifll iPQ»14l fefcit wpright on its littia 
SB^tof .rTiify -aJligonfc&d it to b* impoflibte. 
jQ^lfl^j^:<b9 l |^iig»it--9en^i -.-flattop- the. dull 
till4t #£)pd uprights .the tabic - The cbfifr* 
; .^f^,mth a dii&jnful iheer* ;.cryod bit? 
"jAsy^R^ might have done it*"-* Yes (ftid 
^}ji(g^s)^»tjjQOQ:<>f ijrcw thought of it*ift 
^covered jthe iridievand now - wcry pitot 
^an #5er the faqj|ft.<ourfe» Many thing6 appttr 
jejgi^h^ p^^M though before, 
' ifeOira^ ihpjugit rimpofiibk. Remeiriter 
: ^o.J^&jb&t wm thtown at roc, befoneTI 

\W^y* <i ^% n i W WKCWtioni .Thoo itwaea 
4f£?m> « cbniflfterat g d^ufion $ now it is. what 
b<*dyi might ^hav* done as ..well ar«H" 
:WI^ this, fbory iras told ta, FerdanaB#*he 
vCguldtinot but admire : the grandest* of dtit 
ijpirit, !«rbioh at the fame time b* ym<titi&&- 
pjirfng to deprefi. >;U" . .• v -vi £id 
^. Writers of oaffcttat qountrie* hiyol tr efc4d 
the chamber of Cdumbus according to tfiiir 
prs^dket/ either national o* petfonal. Wis 
r/u^piiifing to ^obfexye, howthefe- prejodiides 
\ bsHreode&end«d^ -and that even at th« di^bfttc 
; jBfctlweb centuoiis; . there ' arc ibme, who^a&a 
^,dflD)§him thejrirtuet for whkfe l$-*af <KSo* 

fpicuous, 



Jiir-boinantty h« ^bSferi^ifca m ^ueffedfi, 
ihebaufc he carried dogs t^the- W^Mfei, 
^d.caxpfoyed them in ttrtirpatmg thelites. 
,/Fbe. truth is; that in -hfe fecond expcdftfoh 
[bit was accompanied bjra nufrberbf 1 gefole- 

ijiK^srmild have gonc if «*fed ten c p^fibSc 
nitejafxogiinfad^te thenl; Thsfe gerttferrWi tfl?- 
i sie*#Hh &cm <f h^^^^^dothifTj^s, 
^srtricfcwfere of great life fcf^ifew ptahtatBri." 
1 Tho -ebnffia which -€Mt^toi**att-%i*tf tile 
«a«tives wat i in con^i^cc bf thtf "di^ditly 
iartsudaftcf :thdc Spab^rdsr ^hd, 1 ?h fi^afe- 
" ft nee, had ?.takra thefcfig<3«ld{j 4 v. abifeftd tSUfir 
5ilvQtoctt^md i omtnhted eeiher Qtttifcg& ) -w1ifc , h 
Idflic Jndjtofe cowld ndt ^hd^jitindcfhdttiftfe 
^fl»«dc,wai up<*i them. In this ttarifee fottrM 
his colony engaged, when -fie: returns^ rftotn 
bfe^ foyage: to Cuba; tadtrfcliere. warhbVway 
'lift, end it, but by pnr^hgituTwA Vigour, 
ii With two hundred Spaniards* of whonfc t&e*i- 
were mounted on «♦ hofcfes followed ty hs 
i JH#i^L<l^»:' he cncorbitbrcd aaiomeroos- body 
i^ilftdia«s/eilimflted-at'6ticthiandrcd thoftiahd, 
».m«ufcrgtf phitu - He .dmded his&icn- ittto 
^i-r-uo^l two 
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two parties, and attacked them on twp fidfs j 
the noife of the fire arms, foon difperfecl 
them, and the horfes and dogs prevented them 
from rallying ; and thus a complete vi&ory 
was obtained. In this inftance alone, wer^ 
the dogs ufed againft the natives. They nat* 
urally followed their mailers into the field, 
and the horfes to which they were accuftqm^ 
ed ; but to fuppofe that Columbus tranfporte*! 
them to the Weft Indies, with a view to d<q 7 
ftroy the Indians, appears altogether idle, 
when it is confidered that the number is rec- 
koned only at twenty. Excepting in this 
inftance, where he was driven by neceffity t 
there is no evidence, that he made war on thq 
natives of the Weft Indies ; on the contrary^ 
he endeavoured as far as pofllble to treat them* 
with juftice and gentlenefs. The lame caqy 
not be laid of thofe who fucceeded him. 

Attempts have alfo .been made to detra$ 
from his merit* as an original difcoverer of th* 
New World. The moft fuccefsful candidate^ 
who has been let up as a rival to him, is 
Martin Bkhaim of Nuremberg in Ger 7 
many. His claim to a prior difcovery has 
been fb well contefted, and the vanity of it £9 
fulfy expofed by the late Dr. Robertfon, that 
• I Ihould 
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I fliould not have thought of adding anything 
to what he has written, had not a memoir ap- 
peared in the fecond volume of the Tranfac- 
tions of the American Philofophical Society* 
at Philadelphia, in which the pretenfions of 
Behaim are revived by M. Otto ; who has 
produced fome authorities which he had ob- 
tained from Nuremberg, an imperial city of 
Germany, and which appear to him, "to 
eftabliih in the cleared manner a difcovery of 
America anterior to that of Columbus/ 9 

It is conceded that Behaim was a man of 
learning and enterprife ; that he was contem- 
porary with Columbus, and was his friend ; 
that he purfued the fame ftudies and drew the 
fame conclufions ; that he was employed by 
King John II. in making difcoveries ; and, 
that he met with deferved honour for the im- 
portant fervices which he rendered to the 
crown of Portugal. But, there are fuch dif- 
ficulties attending the ftory of his difcovering 
America, as appear to me infuperable. Thefe 
I fhall ftate ; together with fome remarks on 
the authorities produced by M. Otto. 

The firft of his authorities contains feveral 
affcrtions which are contradicted by other hif- 
I tories ; 

• No. 35, p. 263. 
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tories ( i .) That Ifabella, daughter of John * 
King of Portugal, feigned after the death 6f 
Philip, Duke of Burgundy, fumarned thfej 
Good. (2.) That to this lady, when fegtitt 
of the Dutchy of Burgundy and Flanders, 
JBehaim paid a vifit in 1459. And (3,) that 
having informed her of his defigtis, hfc pro- 
cured a veffel in which he made the difcovery 
of the ifland of Fayal, in 1460. 

It is true that Philip, Duke of Burgundy 
and Flanders, furnamed the Good, married 
Ifabella the daughter of John I. King of Pbr- 
tugalj but Philip did not die till 1467, and 
was immediately Succeeded by his fon Charles, 
furnamed the Bold, then thirty four years of 
age. There could therefore have been no 
interregnum, nor female regent after the death 
of Philip ; and if there had been, the time of 
Behaim's vifit will not correfpond with it ; 
that being placed in 1459, eight years befote 
the death of Philip. Such a miftake, in 
point of fa&, and of chronology, is fufficitefat 
to induce a fufpicion that the € * archives of 
Nuremberg" are too deficient in accuracy to 
be depended on as authorities. 

With 

• Memoirs of Philip Ac Comines. Mcreray's and Hentuh's 
kiftoiy of France.. CyUjaft JDj&oinry. 
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With rc^ft td ^ ffifcoVcry of FayaV-m 
1460, M. Otto rcknbwfedgtt that it is ^cdii- 
traryto the received opinion $ v and well he 
teight 5 for the firft of the Azores, St. Maria, 
was difcovered in 143 1 ; the fccond, St, Mi- 
chael, in 1444; the third, Tcrceira, in 1445; 
and before 1449, the iflands, St. George, 
Gradofe, Fayal and Pico, were known to the 
Portuguefe.* However true it may be that 
Behaim fettled in the ifland of Fayal, and liv- 
: fed there twenty years ; yet his claim to the 
difcovery of it rauft have a better foundation 
than the €€ archives of Nuremberg/' before it 
can be admitted. 

The genuine account of the iettlement of 
Fayal, and the intereft which Behaim had in 
.it* is thus, related by Dr. Forfter, a German 
author of much learning and good credit. 

^ After the death of the infant Don Henry 
•{which happened in 1463,] the ifland of Fayil 
.was made a prefent of by [his fitter] IfabeIJa, 
.Dutchefs of Burgundy, to Jobft von Hurter, 
i a native of Nuremberg. Hurter went in 
^1466, with a colony of more than 2000 Flem- 
ings of both fexes, to his property, the ifle 6f 
Fayal. The Dutchefs had provided the Flem- 

..,. : JU -Ut At 

Dublin edition. 
4* 
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ifh emigrants with all neceflaries for two yearly 
and the colony foon incrcafed. About the' 
year i486, Martin Behaim married a daugh* 
ter of the Chevalier Jobft von Hurter, and* 
had a fon by her named * Martin.~Jobfl: votf 
Hurter, and Martin Behaim, both .natives o£ 
Nuremberg^ were Lord6 of Fayal and Pica."* 
*■ The date oiF the fuppofed difcovery of Ame^ 
rtca, by Behaim, is placed by M. Otto, in- 
1484, eight years before the celebrated voyages 
of Columbus. In the fame year we are told-f* 1 
that Alonzo Sanchez de Huelva wasdriveftr 
by' a ftorm to the weft ward for twenty niiw^ 
days ; and faw an ifland, of which at his re--* 
ttxrii he gave information to Columbus. From* 
Both thefe fuppofed difcoveries this conchi-' 
ffofc is drawn, " That Columbus would nevter 
have thought of this expedition to Amerlia^ 
had not Behaim gone there before him/^ 
Whether it be fuppofed that Behaim and* 
Saiftchez failed in the fame fhip, or that they 
niade a difcovery of two different parts of 
merica, in the fame year, it is not tafy to titfJf 
ddrftand from the authorities produced j bxiti 
: iT what ; - 

* Forfter's hiftory of voyages ana difcoveries, p. 257, 258, 259. 
+ Gafcilaflb de la Vega's l&oyal commentaries, % Preface, Pur- 
abas. vol. v, p. 1454. * 
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what deftroya ! the 6redibiEty t>f this plaufij>k> 
talc, is, that Columbus had formed his theft*, 
ryi ; and prqje&ed his voyage,' at leaft ten year*, 
fatelbre; as appears by his correfpondeoce with 
Paul, a learned phyfician of. Florence, which 
bears date in 1474.* It is uncertain at what* 
time Columbus firft made his application- to. 
the King of Portugal, to fit him out for a 
weftern voyage ; but it is certain that after t 
negociation with him on the fubjeft, and after 
he had found out the fecrct and unfucce&ful 
attempt, which had been made to anticipate » 
difcovery y he quitted that kingdom in diCrt 
gu&, qpd went, into Spain, in the latter en4 t 
pf^he year ,1484. The authority p£ jtb^b« 
fads is unq«eftipned ; and from them H fullyt 
appears,: that a pcior difcoucry of America, by 
B^im or Sanchez, made in 1484,? could not. 
hayfl been the foundatiaa.of the ?aterprifc 9% 

v <J$.Qtto fpeaks of letters written by Be*, 
h^im^ in i486, in the Qerm^a , language,. and 
pr/qjferved ; in ..the (( archui«e^.pf» Nuremberg/!, 
\#hicb fupport this claim tp a pripr discovery* 
As thefe letters are not produced, no certain 
opip^pn can be formed concerning them ; but 

* Life, chap. viii. t .. 
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from the date of the letters, and from the 
voyages which Bebaim actually performed in 
the two preceding years, we may with great 
probability fuppofe, that they related to the 
difcovery of Congo* in Africa to which Be* 
haim has an uncontroverted claim. 
, I will now ftate the fads relative to this 
event, partly from the authorities cited by M. 
Otto i and partly from others. 

Dr. Robertfon places the difcovery of Con- 
go and Benin in 1483, and with him Dr. 
For fter agrees. The authors of the modern 
univer&l hiftory* fpeak of two voyages to 
that coaft ; the firft in 1484, the fecond in 
1485 ; both of which were made by Diego 
Cam,-f- who is faid to have been one of the 
moft expert failors and of an enterprifing gen- 
ius. From the chronicle of Hartman Schodl, 
as quoted by M. Otto, we are informed, that 
Behaim failed with Cam, in thefe voyages, 
which are deicribed in the following terms. 
" Thefo two, by the bounty of heaven, coaft- 
ing along the fouthern ocean, and having 

• * croflcd 
, * Voi.xvi. p . 133t 135 . 

+ Diego is the Spanifli name of James, in Latin Jacobus, and 
in Pbrtuguefe, Jago. Cam is in Latin, Camus or Canus, and in 
Spanifli, Cano ;. tfcefc different names are found in different auth- 
ors. * ' 
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crQffed the equator, got into the other hem- 
ifphere ; where, facing to tfre eajlwar4% tHptif 
{hadqvys projfdted toward the foiufr* and right 
hand/' No words could be more completely 
rtefcriptive of a voyage from Portugal to Conr- 
go, as any perfon may be fetisfied by infpetit- 
ing 3 map of Africa ; but how could M. Otto 
imagine that the difcovery of America was 
accQmpJiOied in fuch a voyage as this ? Hav- 
ing finifhed this cruize (continues Schedl) jn 
the fpaqe of 26 months, they returned to Por- 
tugal, with the lofs of many of their feamcq, 
by the violence of the climate/' This latter 
circvimftance alio agrees very well with the 
clinjate of the African coaft;* but Schedl 
j&ys not a word of the difcovery of America. 

M. Otto goes on to tell us "that the moil 
pofitive proof of the great fcrvices rendered -to 
the crown of Portugal by Behairn, is the rec- 
ompenfe beftowed on him by King John II ; 
who, in the moft folemn manner, knighted 
him, in the prefcnce of all his court," Then 
follows a particular detail of the ceremony of 
inftallation, as performed on the 1 3th of Feb- 
ruary, 1485, and M. Otto fairly owns that 
this was " a rpward for the difcovery of Con- 

* Sec Brookes' Gazetteer, Benin. 
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Now let aisWiog lh'e detached parte irf 
tfap Aoty together* 

-MtBcham was knighted on the 18th of Feb* 
for the difcovery of Congoy ii 
which he had been employed 26 months pre* 
ceding i having within that time madetwb 
voyages thither, in company with Diego Cams 
It 'will follow then that the whole of the pro* 
ceding years, 1484 and 1483, were taken tip 
wthefe two voyagfes, This agrees very weU 
vdih the accounts t>f the difcovery of Congft 
io*RQbertfon and Fprftea*, and does not difcr 
goee ?rtith -the wodwi qniverfal hiftory, as faf h 
as the yw i4^4.is poncerned; which unfw* 
tirattdy i$ the ye^ affiled for Behaim's jJif- 
eerery ef that part ;pf America called Brs^ 
and his filing even to the ftraits of MagcU- 
km" r--;|--;- r- ■* si** 

ir The" onJy tfejng & > M. Otto's mwmr 
wdbteh/beirs to^ r^fen^bknee to a Solution of 
^i&v^iffiaulty is; this- *' We may £uppo£ 
^Ptat Behaim, r engaged in , an expedition tQ 
Qoogfe; driven hy ,<he winds tp Feriunvr 
bpm> find: from tb&H$ by the currents to*fo 
fudrthfe coaft of Gu#gs-" But fuppofitiga^ 
W^p«{prc^?w^a^ tti& ; a#4 fopp^fiy 
tfams igataftp^ Thp 
/ioirfw two 



two voyages Ltd: Congo arc xadnnitted-I Th% 
courfe is defcribed j and the tBric-jfrdcfenttiufr 
«d j and both thefc arc dirte&ly opposed <io8he 
fiippofitbu of his being driven by windsTtoA 
carrents to America. For -if hcihadabbtar 
driven oat of his coorfe and had ipeofc <'&iitoe 
at \ year* in examining the American i&tndsy- 
andr difedvering^the ftrafit rwhich, bears vtbjt 
qarne -of? Magellan j f> : and' if one offlfoofejpcMfr 
i*3» d»' year- j 48^ ' then he could not ha«t 
ijagnf *6 months preceding Februarys ^t^jy 
ini^ihe difcoVeiy of t3ong© 1 but of - thitivm 
hav* full ami fatisfcuftory evidence j : the difcovfr 
wjjf l &£ America; therefore mtiffc be given op; be 
• "Theteis^one th|«£further in this nutt** 
wfcicft dderv^a pWftfcafef rettftrk, 'antftfeat 
is-the rerion^gaed by M. Otfo, for whlclf 
the King of Portugal declined the propofalof 
tBeitfitnbus fail to India bf die w«fc. ^The 
Mufil ? of J6hrt IP. is* frdef of theiknowlsr 
etfge which that politic jmnce had s/rAufy 
^roctifed; : of the exifteno^ef a J new continent? 
which bfrered-hirn tfriry fcarrett lands', iohabk^ 
«8 fey '^d^uerabje fevig«s\* ^hleinowl'J 
ie^'is ^%po<ed to have ifech (derived front 
the difco^erfes; rii^^by^Bclmi^/v^Dtt^ariat 
Wge *$&^*te<^ogtto\ iiffiwhy wait 
v-' ' which 



which Urn «9i^e<SWr^ 4* embw^afTpd* . I .viUL 
take nottee of tm^rciimftwces in jhp lifeiqf 
Cdumfcus, whieh ,_*niUt*te with thi» 
Xbe&rftis, that w&Qft Columbus had p«fc ; 
pofed a weftern voyage to King John, and hs 
declined it, " The King, by the advice of oqf 
Do&or Calzadilla, refoived to fend a caravgi 
privately, to attempt that which Columbus 
had propofed to him * bepaufe in cafe thofc 
countries were fo difcovered, he thought hi«*- 
ftlf> not obliged to beftow any great r?wa*& 
'Having fpeedily equipped a caravel, which wff 
to carry fupplies to the iflands pf Cabo Vgrdifc 
he fen t it that way which the Admiral propp£- 
ti uy go. But thafe whom hedfent wapted 
the knowledge, conftanoy and fpirit q£ . tfop 
Admiral. After waoderibg many days.gpop. 
the fea, they turned back to the ilfepdf #f 
Cabo Verde, laughing At the undertaking, ai^d 
drying it was impoffibk \tbtrt x jhould he any /and 
in thofe feas"* 

: Afterward, "the King .feeing fenfible how 
&ulty they were whom he Jbpd fent with the 
' caravel* had a mind to ceftors the Admiral %q 
trite favour, and defircd ihat /he fliould renew 
the difcourfe of his enrtrprize; j but not b4^g 

* Life of Columbus, chap, xi. 



(o diligent to put this in > eyffeutton* a> >tk# 
Admiral was in getting fcway, he lo& thtt 
good opportunity i the Admiral* about thk 
end of the year 1484, Hole away private^ cut 
of Portugal for fear of being (topped by thf 
King/' This account does not agree with 
the fupppfition of a prior difcovery* 

The other circuraitance is an interview 
which Columbus had with- the peopkj of Lift 
boti, and the King of Portugal, on his return 
from his firft voyage. For it fo happened 
that Columbus on his return was by ftreftdf 
leather obliged to take fhelter in the port of 
Lifboa; and as foon as it was* known that 
he had come from the Indies, 4 <tb<& peppfc 
thronged to fee the natives whom he Jwd 
brought and hear the news ; ib chat the 
Vel would not contain them. Some of them 
praifing God for fo great a bappineft % others 
ftorming that they bad loft the difcovtry.tipwgb 
their Kings incredulity" \ 

When the King fent for Columbus, " he 
was doubtful what to do ; but to take off all 
fufpicion that he came from ins conquefts % he 
contented." At the interview, "the K*Pg 
offered him all that he flood in need of for 
the fervice of (heir Catholic Majefties, though 
n . ..,). - 1 ■ * he 
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bo/iSiMStfclghtji rdbtti' >fqra^ruch #f be had beervm 
(j^aiti w P^iig4/, th&t conqucft betaftgmfc 
tcbihiitti?7^L ! Eb Which the Admiral anfwctedtf 
tfeathe know of no fufch agreement, an&ttofc 
he Jb^ ftri6lly ohferved his orders, which: 
vr&p not& go to the mines of Portugal, [th& 
gold cpaft} nor to Guinea."* Had John Hk 
heard of Behaim's voyage to a weftern contfck 
would he not have claimed it by priority ; 
of difco very, rather than by tbecomrnHTiof*; 
which Columbus had * formerly borne in hit? 
%vice ?. Had fqch a prior difepvery beeifc 
made, could it h$vc been concealed from the/ 
people jp£ ^Hbon ? And would they have beeffi 
aagiyrlhaft ihch ^ ;K4Pg::h«d loft it by his 
credulity ? Thefc circumftances appear to*, 
me to carry fufficient evidence, that no difcov- 
crypf America pripr to that of ColumbijS j 
had^pme- to the -knowledge of the King of" 
Portu^d, 

In anfwer to the gueftion " Why are we 
fearching the archives of an imperial city for 
thS\c%ttfo§^pf ^njey^n** >hich took place ifl? 
the weftern eternity $f Europe?" M. Otto 
givfe* u£to:u*iderft*od* that «*frora the four- 
teenth to th$:£xt^th-^ the Germans* 

• Life, chap. xli. 
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were the beft geograpbdfS> thte beft hiflotSa^ 
aifii the Tnoft enlightened politicians^ '■' 
tdt detract from thd mterit of the German UttM 
rate of thofeages, I think We may givef 6q\tAt 
credit to. a learned German author of the prtf^ 
ferit age, Dr. 'John Reinhold Fprfter y «rh6' 
afl$ears to have a thorough xinderftanding of 
the claims hot only of his own^ctttintrymea* 
bUt of others; In his indefatigable refearches^ 
imo the difcoveries which have been made by 
aH- natiohs, though- he has given due cfe&tr 
tft& adventures of Behaim in Gbngo'afnd Fayal^ 
j«f he has not faid one Word of hid vifiting 
^BHWrica; which he certainly would have? 
defoe, if in his opinion thert had b^n any 
foundation for it. ^ 1 : - - 

I^itters from PAUL, a Phjffician of Ftof^ 
" r ence 9 to CHRISTOPHER COLlMfiti^ 
concerning the Difcovery of the Indies. 

'S;. . • L E f SC.B R I. 

2fc Christopher Columbus, Paul the 
Pbyjitianm^ 
I PERCEIVE your noble and earneft defitr 
td'firil to thofe parts where the fpfce ii pfo- 
ducfet ( and therefore in anfwer to a letter 
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6f y<a*rs, I fend you another letter, which 
fetWe days fince I wrote to a friend of rtintf, 
and&rwnt to tte King of Portugal, before 
thfe wars of Caftile, in anfwer to another hfe 
wrote to me by his highnefs's order, upon 
this fame account ; and I fend you anothct 
fea chart like that I ferit him, which will fat^ 
isfyyow demands. The copy of the lettt* 
k this. ' 

To Ferdinand Martinez, canon of Lif- 

bon, Paul the Phyfician wifoeth health. 
, I AM very glad to hear of the familiarity 
)fou have with your moft fercne and magnif- 
icent King ; and though I have very often 
difcourfed concerning the Jhort way there is 
from hence to the Indies, where the fpice is 
produced, by fea, which I look upon to be 
fhorter than that you take by the coaft of 
Guinea ; yet you now tell me that his high- 
nefs would have me make out and demonftrate 
it, fo as it may be underftood and put in prac- 
tice. Therefore, though I could better (how 
it him with a globe in my hand, and make 
Jhim fenfible of the figure of the world ; yet 
I have refolved to render it more eafy and in- 
telligible, to (how this, way upon a charts fuch 
as ag: ufed ii> navigation^ and therefore I fend 

one 
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one -to his roajefty^made aad drawn with my 
own hand ; wherein is fet down the utaatoft 
bounds of the weft, from Ireland to the north* 
t& the &rtheft part «of Guinea, with all the 
iflaftds that lie in tha way. Oppofitc to which 
weftetn coaft is deferibed the beginning of the 
Ifldiep, with the iflands and places whithdr 
you may go, and how far you may bend from 
the north pole toward the equinodtial, and for 
how long a time ; that is, how many leagues 
yau may fail, before yob come to thofe places 
moft fruitful in all forts of fpice, jewels and 
fvecfous Hones. Do not wonder if I term 
that country, Where thfe fpice grows, weft, that 
produd: being generally afcribed to the eaft ; 
becaufe thofe who fhall fail leftward will 
always find thofe places in the weft $ and they 
that travel by - land eaftward will ever find 
thofe places in the eaft. The ftrait lines 
that lie lengthways in the chart, fhew the 
diftance there is from Weft to eaft ; the others 
crofs them, fhew the*£ftafice from north to 
fouth. I have alfo marked down in the faid 
.chart, feveral places in India, frhere (hips 
Slight put in upon any ftarm, or contrary 
tyinds, or any other accident urtfottfeen. 

Moreover to give you fdlfeforrmtion of^l 
thofet places which you fvc "very defirous to 

know } 
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know you nauft iwtferftandi that none tmt 
traders live or raftde ia all ; thofe iflands, and* 
^hat there ip as great, number of (hips and fca* 
faring people with merchandife, as in any* 
other pact of the world ; particularly in a 
jaoft noble port, called ZaSton % where them 
*r v e every year a hundred large (hips of peppery 
loaded and unloaded* betides many other (hipti 
tfrat take in other fpice. : , t 

h , This country is mighty populous, and there; 
are piany provinces and kingdoms, and innu*- 
Dp£fat?le cities under the dominion of a prince 
galled thp Kbam, which name fignifies, Kin J 
9f Kings ; who for the mod part refides in ther 
^r^yince of Gat bay. His predeceffors were 
ytxy defirous to have commerce and be in amity 
yyith Chriftians ; and 200 years fmce, fcnt 
tmfeaf&dors to the Pope; detiring him UP 
fend them many learned men and doctors ttf 
(each them our faith ; but by reafon of fome 
pbflacks the ambafiadors met with, they rc-^ 
turned back, without coming to Rome. 
: ; Betides, there came an ambafiador to Popo 
Eugpnius IV. who told him the great friend- 
(hip there was between thofe princes, their 
people, and the Chriftians. I difcourfed with 
him a long while upon the fcvcral matters of 

the 



the 'grandeur 6f thdr i*yal ftrfc&art*, anfl of 
the-greatrtefs, IdAgth brtii&th of J their ffrL 
era. He told me many- vttMtiierfui things 6f 
the multitude of MWt* &n& cities founded a- 
long the banks of the rivers ; and that that* 
were 200 cities upon One rifrbr only, With 
itaarbld bridges over it, of ft great length and 
hrpadth, md adorned with abuxidahce of piU 
lars. This country defefv^s as well as any 
other to be difooveredij: and there may : not 
only be 'great profit made there/ and many 
things of value founds feat alfa gold, fiiverj 
Ail forts of precious tones* 1 : and fpicecs in 
abundance, which are not brought into bdr 
parts. And it is* certain, tbfatmany wife metii 
philofophers, aftrologers, and other pcrfbm 
flulled in all arts; and very ingenious^ govern 
that /mighty province, and command their 
armies.- 

- From Liibon diredtly weft ward, there are 
in the chart 26 Spaces, rack of which contains 
250 miles, to the molt noble and vaft city of 
$*ujfdy 9 which is 100 miles in compstfs, that 
16 35 leagues ; in it there are ten marble 
bridges. The name fignifies a heavenly city $ 
of, which, wonderful, thtags are reported, as 
to the ingenuity of the people, the bflildifig* 
K and 
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and the revenues. This fpace abovemention- 
ed is almoft the third part of the globe. This 
city is in the province of Mango, bordering 
on that of Cathay, where the King for the moft 
part r elides. 

From the ifland Anttila, which you call 
the feven cities, and of which you have fame 
knowledge, to the moft noble iiland of Cipango 
are ten fpaces, which make 2500 miles, or 
225 leagues ; which iiland abounds in gold, 
pearls and precious ftones ; and you muil un- 
derftand, they cover their temples and palace$ 
with plates of pure gold. So that for want 
of knowing the way, all thefe things are hid- 
den and concealed, and yet may be gone to 
with fafety . 

Much more might be faid, but having told 
you what is moft material, and you being wife 
and judicious, I am fatisfied there is nothing 
of it, but what you underftand, and there- 
fore I will not be more prolix. Thus much 
may ferve to fatisfy your curiolity, it being as 
much as the fhortnefs of time and my bufinefs 
would permit me to fay. So I remain moft 
ready to fatisfy and ferve his highnefs to the 
utmoft in all the commands he fhall lay upon 
me. 

Florence, June 25, 1474* 

LETTER 
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Christopher Columbus, Paul the 
Pfyr/kian wijbetb health* 

I RECEIVED your letters with the thing* 
you fent me, which I flhall take as a great fav- 
our, and commend your noble and ardent de- 
fire of failing from caft to weft, as it is mark- 
ed out in the chart I fent you, which would 
demonftratc itfelf better in the form of a 
globe. 

? I am glad it is well urfderftobd, and that 
the voyage laid down is not only poffrble but 
true, certain, honourable* very advantageous 
and moft glorious among all Chriftians. You 
cannot be perfedt in the knowledge of it, but 
by experience and praftice, as I have had in 
ftfeat hieafure, and by the folid and true in- 
formation of worthy and wife men, who have 
come from thofe parts to this court of Rome ; 
fflid from merchants who have traded long 
in thofe parts and are perfons of good re- 
putation. So that when the faid voyage is 
performed, it will be to powerful kingdoms, 
Sttd to the moft noble cities and provinces ; 
rich and abounding in all things we ftand in 
need of, particularly in all forts of fpice in 
great quantities, and (tore of jewels. 

K a This 
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This will moreover be grateful to thofe 
kings and princes, who are very defirous to 
converfe and trade with Chriftians of thefe our 
countries, whether it be for fome of them to 
become Chriftians, or elfe to have communi- 
cation with the wife and ingenious men o£ 
thefe parts, as well in point of religion, as ia 
all fciences, becaufe of the extraordinary ac- 
count they have of the kingdoms and govern- 
men* of thefe parts* For which reafons, and 
many more that might be alleged, I do not at 
•all admire, that you who have a great heart, 
and all the Portuguefe nation, which has ever 
had notable men in all undertakings, be cat; 
gerly bent upon performing this voyage. 



V. JOHN 
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V. JOHN CABOT 

AND . 

SEBASTIAN CABOT. 

ThE economical difpofition of Henry 
Vlt, King of England, induced him to pre- 
ferve tranquillity in his dominions, which 
greatly contributed to the increafc. of com- 
merce and manufaftures ; and to bring thith- 
er merchants from all parts of Europe, The 
Lombards and the Venetians were remarkably 
numerous $ the former of whom had a ftreet 
in London appropriated to them and called by 
their name.* 

Among the Venetians refident there at that 
time was John Cabot, a man perfectly {kil- 
led in all the fciences requifite to form an ac* 
complifhed mariner.'f' He had three fons, 
Lewis, See a $ t i an and San<3ius,J all of whom 
he educated in the fame manner. Lewis and 
Sandlius became eminent men, and fettled, the 
one at Genoa, the other at Venice, Of Se- 
baftian a farther account will be given. 

The famous difcovery made by Columbus 
caufed great admiration and much difcourfe, 

in 

* Forfter's northern Voyages, f . 266. f 
i Campbell's Lives of Admirals, i, 336. } Hafcluyt. Ill, 7, 

K 3 
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in the court of Henry, and among the mercfri 
mts of England. To find a way to India bf 
the weft, had Jong been a problem with mea 
of feience as well as a defidcratum in the mer-» 
pantile intereft. The way was then fuppofefl 
to be opened ; and the fpecimens of gold; 
vhich Columbus had brought home, excited 
the warmeft defire of purfuing that difcoverys 
Cabot, by his knowledge of the globe, fup^ 
poled that a fhprter way might be found froth 
England to India, by the northwefl^ Harm- 
ing communicated his projed: to the King, it 
was favourably received ; and on the fifth 6f 
March 1496, a commiffion was grafted to 
"John Cabot, and his three fons, the^r heirs 
and deputies, giving them liberty to fail to 
all parts of eaft, weft, and north, under the 
royal banners, and enfigns ; to difcover coun- 
tries of the heathen y unknown to chrijiianr y 
to iet up the King's banners there ; to occupy 
and poffefs as his fubje&s, fuch places as they 
could fubdue ; giving them the rule and ju- 
rifdidtion of the fame, to be holden on condi- 
tion of paying to the King, as often as they 
Should arrive at Briftol, (at which place only 
they were permitted to arrive) in wares arid 
flier^handife, one fifth part of all their gains. $ 

with * 
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with exemption from all cuftoms and duties 
on fuch merchandife as (hould be brought 
from their difcoveries,", 

After the granting of this commifiion, the 
King gave orders for fitting out two caravels 
for the purpofe of the difcoyery* Thefe were 
victualled at the public expenfe ; and freight- 
ed by the merchants of London and Briftol, 
with coarfe cloths and other articles of traffic. 
The whole company confifted of three hundred 
men. 

With this equipment, in the beginning of 
May 1497,+ John Cabot and his fon Sebaf* 
tian failed from Briftol towards the north- 
weft, till they reached the latitude of 58° j 
where meeting with floating ice, and the 
weather being feverely cold, they altered their 
courfe to the fouthweft * not expe&ing to 
find any land, till they (hould arrive at Cathay, 
the northern part of China, from whence 
they intended to pafs fauthward to India. 

Oa 

+ There is no good account of this voyage written by any con- 
temporary author. It is therefore collected from feveral who 
have fet down fads without much order or precifion. To recon- 
cile their contradictions, and deduce conclufions from what they 
have related, requires much trouble ; and leaves an uncertainty with 
refpeft to particular circumftances 5 though the principal fa&s arc 
well afcertaincd. 

K 4 
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.:: On the 24th o£ June, very early in thp 
toorning, they were furprized'wkh the Jigh* 
of land s which, being the £rft that they, had 
feen, they called Prima VJfta* The * defcrip-* 
tiopof it is given, in thefe words* " TJ^o 
iflancL which lieth out before the had, he cab 
led St* John, hecaufe it was difcovered.pn tho 
day of Sfcjohn, the Baptift, The inhabitant? 
of this ifland wear heads' flqns* Xa thcif 
wars,, they life bojvs, arrowy, . pikes, dartaj 
wooden clubs, and flings. The foil is barron 
in feme places and ykleieth little fruit ; bqt is 
full of white heirs and flags, far greater: tha$ 
ours, . It yieldetb plenty of fiffc* andithoff 
very great, as.feala and . falmons. There ; a*# 
foles ftbove-^. yard in length but especially 
there is great abundance of • that kind of £{h 
.which the lavages call, Bacalao. (CocL) la 
the £pne<aflaad taroL hawks, and eagles, .at 
black as ravens alfotpart ridges Tbp inhafej* 
itantsha4 great .pleOJgftof copper 

This land is geneialiy fuppofed to be fome 
part of the ifland of Newfoundland ; and Dr* 
Forfter thinks that the>nainie, Prima Vijia^ was 
aftcrwardndhanged:-4o J&ana Vijia^. xxow.ihm 
jiortberH'cipe of 'Trinit^ dbay,, in Latitude 48? 
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ca^ed tho land> EUwalaps> j and, there j$ 
ilfcmd.ofi' tlsxifautfcoape^rTrjnHy taft >vpbifg» 
beats.that name. .Mr* Priaca, ;.chcwip}£ 
pgy, (citing Galvaftus fojr an. ,a%th«ri£y);£gp|/ 
that .(he land difcovcced by- Cabot waf # latfci 
tude 45*. If tbifr we«e true,, the %fl) djla&tg? 
wa* made on tho peniqftjla of J>k>va, §d©%£ 
an4 as they coafted jbe- Htod nor^i^iJJ*. : <tfiy 
wttft have gona into tb&gtilf pf.St, Juatt-twwii 
in? pttrfeit of th#r nartbweflt paflage*-- i f > ■«." 

The heft accounts' of th^- voyage, pfcfw vat 
byHal^luytand Purcbaa, % pothiug flf 
latitude pf Priq»-Vift* rvbut J ;(^ieak>pf tbe» 
failing northward 1 after ^ey r had _ yt&c 
Jand, as far a? SoDwe.-ip i>i$ ( .g&Ffta* 
&P*r\- fays it was on the«< Wtb (iskr-pfcTflf*! 
lie Labrador." This cauif«4»i»il jbftve jfo&r 
ried them far up the-ftrail which : Jtparatw 
Greenland from the continent of America, aid 

Finding the, land ftUV Are tching-. to ithe 
northward, and the weather very, cold - itjjtbe 
month -of July • the men became isneaiy. m$ 
the commanders found it neCeSryjite -ietiifri 
to Bacalaos. Having here rcfraflied: ifctwhs 
lelves, they coaftcd the bod XoiitfoMafd^fiiH 

they 
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c they camfi into the fame latitude with the 
{Araits of Gibraltar. 36% or. according to fome, 
no farther than 38% when their provifions 
falling ihort, the/ returned to England 1 
bringing three of the Savages as a prefentto 
4he King. "They were clothed with the 
fkins of beafts, and Jived on raw flefh 1 but 
after two years, were iben in the King's court 
.clothed like Englifhmen, and could not be 
r difcerned from Englifhmen."* 
. J^ojdung more i& £ud of John Cabot, the 
Jathen* .and fome historians afcribe the whole 
of this difcovery to Sebaftian only % but at 
Lthe^irne of this voyage he could not have been 
vmore^tban twenty years old $ when, though he 
vr jpight accompany his father, yet he was too 
JQWg to undertake fuch an expedition him-* 
/cjf. >The voyage having produced no fpe^ 
cimena of gold * ^nd the King being engaged 
in a controverfy with Scotland, no farther 
encouragement was given to the fpirit of dif- 
covery* 

After . the King's death, Sebaftian Cabot 
was invited fo Spain, and was received in a 
refpc&ful - manner by King Ferdinand and 
Qu^en Ifabella. In their fervice he failed on 

a voyage 

♦ Stpwe Reig*j?£Hen« vii, page 875, Abb© Rcgni 18. 
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a voyage of difcovcty to -the fofcthdirn ptefs 
of the New Continent^ arid having vifit&L 
the coaft of Brafil, entered a great river fb 
which he gave the name of Rio de 1st Plata. 
He fatted up this river one hundred'and twen- 
ty leagues* and found it divided into many 
branches $ the fhores df which wfere * inhab- 
ited by numerous 4 people. 

After this, he made other voyages; of which 
no particular memorials remain. He wa* 
honoured by Ferdinand, with a commiftion of 
Grand Pilot j and was oiie of the council of the 
1 Indies. His refidence Was in the dty of Se- 
ville. His charader was gentle, friendly and 
-facial , His employment was the drawing of 
charts ; on which he delineated all the new 
difcoveries made by himfelf land others, Peter 
Martyr fpeaks of him as his friend, with 
whom he loved familiarly to converfe.* 

In his advanced age, he returned to Eng-r 
land, and refided at Briftol, By the fav- 
our of the Duke of Somerfet, he was intro- 
duced to King Edward VI, who took great 
delight in his converfatioh, and fettfed on him 
a penfion of £i66. ij/I 4*/, per annum for 

. life. 

* " Familiar em haieo domi Cabo^um ipfuiji, tl inter dun 
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life. ;Herwai>apprint8d governor of a compa- 
ny of merchaSfiis^aflbciatedfor thepurpofe of 
midciog difcovcrics of unknown countries.* 
Thkiiff-a proof of thegreat efteem, in which 
h&flHg&hekL as a man of knowledge and ex- 
pcrienoe in hi? profeffioo. He hadaftrong 
Jm&afion thfit paflagc might he found to 
Ghraa, by the northeaft, and warmly patronif- 
edftbei attempt made by Sir HughWillough- 
bjulib n 553' to exploce the northern feas, for 
that .purpoib. There is ftill extant a com~ 
pkte fet of inftru<9ion& drawn and fubfcribed 
fey Cabot,, for the dicedionof the voyage to 
Cathay, which affords .the cleareft proof of his 
fegacity and penetration.^ But though this, as 
veil as* .all other attempts of the kind, proved 
ineffectual to the principal end in view, 
yet it was the means of opening a trade with 
Ruffian which proved very beneficial to the 
company;. ^ 

i ; 3Tbebft account which we have of Sebaftian 
i&* tfcatin. i 5.56, when die company were fencU 
ing out a veflel called the Search-thrift, under 
t)& i^mmand of Stephen Burrough, for dif- 
QOXCry **,the jGovenionr madea viitt on board 1 
^ - . - ^ . which 

**Aakluyt I. 268, III. 1*. 4 1 Ibid 1, 2z6. 
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which is thus refat^hkiniiqrj journal hf tha 
voyage as prefervcdihy. Hakluyt.* } ;. ;.sv : 

"The 27th o£ AprHr being IVfoAday^jftei 
. Right Worfhipfijl bScl^ftrtn *<Miata xwc aT 
board. our pinnace* at Gravefci^d ^ iaccompinfc 1 
cd with divers gentlemen and: gentlewomen^ 
wfyo, after they: hj^d viewfed^our : pinnjee^faqd 
tafted of (uch cheer as we could hi^kfc 4 them, 
went 'tfixorp, gftSflg fa <^ 
era! rewards. The good jcM genfcteiHao Maf* 
ter Cabota gave to the poor mod liberal alftis, 
wifliing /£m tO'p^li» t tbb-gb6d^foMttbe:ttd 
profperous fuccefs of the Search- thrift, our 
pinnace. And then at the fign of - St. . Chrif- 
topher, he and his ?friends banqueted .?-ap$ 
made me and them that were in the company 
great cheer ; and for voy joy that he had to 
lee the towardnefs of our intended difcovery^ 
he entered into the dance himfelf, among* the 
reft of the young and lufty cdmpany 5 which 
being ended, he and his friends departed^ ttioft 
gently commending us to the governance df 
Almighty God." 

According to the calculation of his age by 
Dr. Campbell, he < muft at that time : fiav* 
been about eighty years old. 

- t .*». Ill ,8<k 'I ivjIjuW* 
* Vol. i, p. 174. 
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He was one of the moft extraordinary meii 
of the age in which he lived. By his inge- 
nuity and Induftry, he enlarged the bounds 
of fcience and promoted the intereft of the 
Englifh nation. Dr. Campbell fuppofes it 
was he who firft took notice of the variation 
of the magnetic needle** It had been obferv* . 
ed in the firft voyage of Columbus to the 
Weft Indies j though probably Cabot miglit;, 
not have known it, till after he had made the 
fame difcovery, ,^ 

* Lives of Admiral* 419* . . '; 

■ . -f , • : ; \>r 
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Though thc.in|fim &not>$reJ! 

cute the difcovery made by" the.Cabots,; riot 
avail themfelves of the only advantages wn£c^' 
k could have afforded theifi ; yet ik^fnii^h^ 
hours of Brittany,* Normandy aricjf Bifcay, 
wifely purfued the track of thdfe advierfturera 
and took vaft quantities of cod on the Ssnks( 
of Newfoundland. ~ v * * 

In 1524, John Vwazzani, a Florentine, in 
the fervice of France, ranged the coaft of the 
new continent from Florida to Newfound- 
land, and gave it the name of New France. 
In a fubfequent voyage he was cut to pieces 
and devoured by the favages. 

It is remarkable that the three great Euro- 
pean kingdoms Spain, England and France, 
made ufe of three Italians to conduit their dis- 
coveries : Columbus, a Genoefe ; Cabot, a 
Venetian $ and Verazzani, a Florentine. This 
is a proof that among the Italians there were 
at that time perfons fuperior in maritime 
knowledge to the other nations of Europe ; 

though 

* It is fuppofed that the ifland of Cape Breton took its name 
jrom the Bretenc, the fiAenften of Brittany. 
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though the penurious fpirit of thofe repub- 
lies, their mutual jealoufy and petty wars, made 
them overlook the benefits refulting from ex- 
tenfive entcrprifeS, and ledvetbc vaft regions 
of the pert world to be occupied by others. 

The voyages of Verazzani having produc- 
ed no addition to the revenue of France ; aR 
further attempts to perfeft his difooveries 
were laid afide; ,;but the fifhery being found 
conducive to. the commercial intereft, it was 
at length conceived, that a. plantation in the 
mighbourhood.pf the bajlks might be advan- 
tageous. This being, repreft^ted to King 
Francis I, by Chabot the Admiral, James 
Car Tib k* of St. Malo, was commifiioned to 
explore the coimtry, with a view to find a 
place for a colony, 

On the 20th of April 1534, he failed from 
St* Malo with two flbips of fixty tons, and 123 
dieo 3 afld on the tenth of May came in fight 
of Bonavifta, on the ifland of Newfoundlands 
But the kfe which lay along the fhorc obliged 
bim to go fbuthward ; and he entered a har- 
bour to which he gave the name of St. Catha- 
rine 4 where he waited for fair weather, aiut 
fitted his. boats. As 

* Hit name is fo«*i*nts toritife* gMtttir» 
+ Forfter's nortfwim voyages* p> 455. * 

X Called in fomc maps Cat a Una* 
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P As foon as the fbf^n.vjQutd permit he. fail* 
cd northward, and ci^n^cd ,feveral harbours 
and iflands* on the coaJj^ pf Newfoundland * 
in one of. which he found fuch a quantity of 
birds, that in half an hour, two boats wpte 
loaded with them ; and after they had eaten 
as many as they could, five or fix barrels full 
were faked for each (hip* This place waa 
called Bird Ifland. 

Having paffed Cape de Grat, the northern 
extremity of the land * he entered the ftraits 
of Bellifle and vifited feveral harbours on the 
oppofite coaft of Labrador* one of which he 
called Carrier's Sound. The harbour is de- 
fcribed as one of the beft in the world ; but 
the land is ftigmatized as the place to which 
Cain was baniflied ; no vegetation being pro- 
duced among the rocks, but thorns and mofs. 
Yet, bad as it was> there were inhabitants in it, 
who lived by catching fe4s* and feemed to be 
a wandering tribe.* 

. In circumnavigating the great ifland of New- 
foundland > they found the weather in gener- 
al cold $ but when they had crpfled the gulf 
in a fouthwefterly diredtion to the. continent, 
they came into a deep bay, where the climate 

was 

♦ Hakhlyt, vol. iii, p. 201— : 2i u 

L 
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was fo warm, that they named it Baye de Cha- 
leur, or the Bay of Heat. Here were feverat 
kinds of wild berries, rofes and meadows of 
grafs* In the frefti waters they caught fal- 
mon in great plenty. 

Having fearched in vain for apaffage through 
the bay, they quitted it, and failed along the 
coaft, eaftward, till they came to the fmaller 
bay of Gafpe ; where they fought flielter from 
a tempeft, and were detained twelve days in 
the month of July. In this place Carrier 
performed the ceremony of taking pofleflion 
for the King of France. A crofs of thirty 
feet high was eredted on a point of land. On 
this crofs was fufpended a fhield, with the 
arms of France and the words Five le Roy de 
France. Before it, the people kneeled, un- 
covered ; with their hands extendect^and their 
eyes lifted toward heaven. The natives, who 
were prefent, beheld the ceremony at firft 
with filent admiration ; but after a while, an 
old man, clad in a bear's fkin, made figns to 
them that the land was his, and that they 
fliould not have it, without his leave. They 
then informed him by figns, that the crofs 
was intended only as a mark of diredtion, by 
which they might again find the port and 

they 
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they promifed to return the next year, and to 
bring iron and other commodities. 

They thought it proper however to con- 
ciliate the old man's good will, by entertaining 
him on board the fliip and making him fev- 
eral prefents ; by which means, they fo pre* 
vailed on him, that he permitted Cartier to 
carry two of his fons, young men, to France, 
on the fccurity of a promife that he would 
bring them back, at his return the next * 
fpring. 

From Gafpe, he failed fo far into the Great 
River, afterward called St. Lawrence, as to 
difcover land on the oppofitc fide; but the 
weather being boifterous, and the current fet- 
ting againft him, he thought it beft to return 
to Newfoundland, and then to France ; where 
he arrived fafe in the harbour of St. Malo on 
the fifth of September. 

The difcoveries made in this voyage excit- 
ed farther curiofity ; and the Vice Admiral 
Melleraye reprefented Carrier's merits to the 
King, fo favourably, as to procure for him a 
more ample equipment. Three (hips, one 
of 1 20, one of 60 and one of 40 tons, were 
deftined to perform another voyage, in the 
enfuing fpring $ and feveral young men of dif- 
L 2 tindlion 
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tindtion entered as volunteers, to feek adven- 
tures in the new world. When they were 
ready to fail, the whole company, after the 
example of Columbus, went in proceffion to 
church, on Whitfunday, where the Birtiop of 
St. Malo pronounced his blefiing on them. 
They failed on the 19th of May 1535. Meet- 
ing with tempeftuous weather, the fhips were 
feparated ; and did not join again, till Cartier 
in the largeft (hip arrived at Bird Ifland, where 
he again filled his boats with fowls, and on 
the 26th of July was joined by the other vef- 
fels. 

From Bird Ifland they purfued the fame 
courfe as in the preceding fummer ; and hav- 
ing come into the gulf on the weftern fide of 
Newfoundland, gave it the name of St. Law- 
rence. Here they faw abundance of whales. 
Palling between the ifland of Afumption (fince 
called Anticofti) and the northern fliore, they 
failed up the great river, till they came to a 
branch on the northern fide, which the young 
natives who were on board called Saguenay $ 
the main river they told him would carry 
him to Hockelaga, the capital of the whole 
country. 

After fpending fome time in exploring the 
northern coaft, to find an opening to the 

northward ; 
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northward ; in the beginning of September, 
he failed up the river and difcovered feverai 
iflands ; one of which, from the multitude 
of filberts, he called Coudres ; and another, 
from the vaft quantity of grapes, he named 
Bacchus, (now Orleans,) This ifland was full 
of inhabitants who fubfifted by fiflung. 

When the fhips had come to anchor be- 
tween the N. W. fide of the ifland and the 
main, Cartier went on fhore with his two 
young Savages. The people of the country 
were at firft afraid of them ; but hearing the 
youths fpeak to them in their own language, 
they became fociable, and brought eels and 
other fifh, with a quantity of Indian corn 
in ears, for the refrefhment of their new 
guefts ; in return for which, they were pre- 
fented with fuch European baubles as were 
pleafing to them. 

The next day, Donacona, the prince of the 
place, came to vifit them, attended by twelve 
boats ; but keeping ten of them at a diftancc, 
he approached with two only, containing fix- 
teen men. In the true fpirit of hofpitality, 
he made a fpeech, accompanied with fignifi- 
cant geftures, welcoming the French to his 
country and offering his fervice to them. The 
L 3 young 
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young favagcs, Taignoagni and Domagaia 
anfwcrcd him, reporting all which they had 
fecn in France, at which he appeared to be 
pleafed. Th^n approaching the Captain, who 
held out his hand, he luffed it, and laid it 
round bis own neck, in token of friendftiip. 
Cartier, on his part, entertained Donacona 
with bread and wine, and they parted mutu- 
?41y pleafed. 

The next day Cartier went up in his boat 
to find a harbour for his (hips j the feafon 
being fo far advanced that it became neceflaiy 
to fecure them. At the weft end of the iflc 
of Bacchus, he found " a goodly and pleafant 
found, where is a little river and haven ; a~ 
bout three fathom deep at high water/' To 
this he gave the name of St, Croix, and de- 
termined there to lay up his (hips. 

Near this place was a village called Stada- 
pona, of which Dpnacona was the Lord. 1% 
Was environed with foreft trees, fome of which 
bore fruit ; and under the trees, was a growth 
pf wild hemp. As Cartier was returning to 
his (hips, he had another fpecimen of the 
hofpi table manners of the natives. A com- 
pany of people, of both fexes, met him on 
the (hprc of the little river, finging and danc- 

«8 
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ing up to their knees in water. In return 
for their courtefy, he gave them knives and 
beads ; and they continued their mufic till he 
was beyond hearing it. 

When Cartier had. brought his fhips to the 
harbour and fecured them, he intimated his 
intention to pafs in his boats up the river to 
Hochelaga. Donacona was loth to part with 
him i and invented feveral artifices to pre-* 
vent his going thither. Among others, he 
contrived to drefs three of his men in black 
and white fkins, with horns on their heads 
and their faces befmeared with coal, to make 
them refemble infernal fpirits. They were 
put into a canoe and paffed by the (hips * 
brandifhing their horns and making an unin- 
telligible harrangue. Donacofta, with his 
people, purfued and took them, on which 
they fell down as if dead. They were carried 
afhore into the woods, and all the favages fol- 
lowed them. A long difcourfe cnfued, and 
the conclufion of the farce was, that thefe 
demons had brought news from the God of 
Hochelaga, that his country was fo full of 
fnow and ice, that whoever fhould adventure 
thither would perifli with the cold, The 
artifice afforded diverfion to the French, but 
h 4 was 
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wag tpo thin to deceive them. Cartier de- 
termined to proceed} and on the 19th of 
September, with his pinnace and two boats, 
began his voyage up the river to Hocbelaga. 

Among the woods pn the margin of the 
river were many vines loaded with ripe grapes f 
than which nothing could be a more welcome 
fight to Frenchmen, though the fruit was not 
fo delicious as they had been ufed to tafte in 
their own country. Along the banks were 
many huts of the natives 3 who made figns of 
joy as they pafied 1 prefented them with fi/h * 
piloted them through narrow channels j car- 
ried them afhore on their backs, and helped 
them to get off their boats when aground. 
Some prefented their children to them, and. 
fuch as were of proper age were accepted. 

The water at that time of the year being 
low, their paflage was rendered difficult ; but; 
by the friendly affiftance of the natives they 
iurmounted the obftru&ions, On the 28 th 
of September they pafled the rapids between 
the iflands in the upper part of the lake A&c 
golSme, (now called St. Peters) and on iho 
fecond of October they arrived at the iflana of 
Hochelaga ; where they had been expe6led # 
Wl4 preparations W?re mfe to give them a 

welcome 
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welcome reception. About a thoufand per* 
fons came to meet them, finging and dancing 
the men on one fide, the women on the other, - 
and the children in a diftinft body. Prefeot« 
of fifh and other victuals were hrought, an4 
in return were given knives, beads and other . 
trinkets. The Frenchmen lodged the firfl; 
night in their boats, and the natives watched 
on the flhore, dancing round their fires during 
the whole night. 

The next morning Cartier, with twenty 
five of his company, went to vifit the town, 
and were met on the way by a perfon of dif- 
tin&ion, who b^d them welcome. To him 
they gave two hatchets and two knives, and 
hung over his neck a crofs which they taught 
him to kifs. As they proceeded, they palled 
through groves of oak, from which the acorns 
were fallen and lay thick on the ground. Af- 
ter this they came to fields of ripe corn, fome 
of which was gathered. In the midft of thefe 
fields was fituate the town of Hochelaga. 

It was of a round form, encojmpaffed with 
three lines of palifades, through which wa$ 
one entrance, well fecured with ftakes and 
bars. On the infide was a rampart of timber, 
to which were afcents by ladders, and heap* 

of 
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of ftoncs were laid in proper places for defence. 
In the town were about fifty long huts built 
with flakes and covered with bark . In the mid- 
dle of each hut was a fire, round which were 
lodging places, floored with bark and covered 
with fkins. In the upper part was a fcafFold, 
on which they dried and preferved their corn. 
To prepare it for eating, they pounded it in 
wooden mortars, and having mixed it with wa- 
ter, baked it on hot ftones. Befides corn they 
had beans, fquafhes and pumpkins. They 
dried their fifh and preferved them in troughs* 
Thefe people lived chiefly by tillage and fifh- 
ing, and feldom went far from home. Thofe 
on the lower parts of the river were more giv- 
en to hunting, and confidered the Lord of 
Hochelaga as their fovereign, to whom they 
paid tribute. 

When the new guefts were conduded to 
an open fquare in the centre of the town ; the 
females came to them, rubbing their hands 
and faces, weeping with joy at their arrival, 
and bringing their children to be touched by 
the ftrangers. They fpread mats for them 
on the ground, whilft the men feated them- 
felvcs in a large circle on the outfide. The 
King was then brought in a litter, on the 

fhoulders 
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fhouldcrs of ten men, and placed on a mat 
next to the French Captain, He was about 
fifty years old, and had no mark of diftinftion 
but a coronet made of porcupine's quills dyed 
red ; which he took off and gave to the Cap- 
tain, requeuing him to rub his arms and legs 
which were trembling with a palfy. Several 
perfons, blind, lame, and withered with age, 
were alfo brought to be touched ; as if they 
fuppofed that their new guefts were mefleng- 
ers from heaven inverted with a power of 
healing difeafes. Cartier gratified them as 
well as he could, by laying his hands on them 
and repeating fome devotional pafiages from a 
fervice book, which he had in his pocket ; ac- 
companying his ejaculations with llgnificant 
geftures, and lifting up his eyes to heaven. 
The natives attentively obfprved and imitated 
fM his motions. 

Having performed this ceremony, he defir- 
ed the men, women and children to arrange 
themfelves in fcparate bodies. To the njen 
he gave hatchets, to the women beads, and to 
the children rings. He then ordered his 
drums and trumpets to found, which highly 
pleafed the company and fet them to dancing. 

Being 
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Being defirous of afcending the hill, under 
which the town was built, the natives con- 
ducted them to the fummit ; where they were 
entertained with a moft extenfive and beauti- 
ful profpeft of mountains, woods, iflands and 
waters. They obferved the courfe of the riv- 
er above, and fome falls of water in it ; and 
the natives informed them that they might 
fail on it for three months ; that it ran through 
two or three great lakes, beyond which was 
a fea of frefli water, to which they knew of 
no bounds ; and that on the other fide of the 
mountains there was another river which ran 
in a contrary direction to the fouthweft, 
through a country full of delicious fruits and 
free from fnow and ice ; that there was found 
fuch metal as the Captain's Jiher whiftle and 
the haft of a dagger belonging to one of the 
company which was gilt with gold. Being 
ihewn fome copper, they pointed to the north- 
ward, and faid it came from Saguenay. To 
this hill Cartier gave the name of Montreal* 
which it has ever lince retained. 

The vifit being finifhed, the natives accom- 
panied the French to their boats, carrying 
fuch as were weary on their (boulders. They 
were loth to part with their guefts, and fol- 
lowed 
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lowed them along the fhore of the river to a 
confiderable diftance. 

On the fourth of Odtober, Cartier and his 
company departed from Hochelaga. In pair- 
ing down the river they eredted a crofs on the 
point of an ifland, which, with three others, lay 
in the mouth of a (hallow river on the north 
fide, called Fouetz. On the eleventh they 
arrived at the Port de St, Croix, and found 
that their companions had enclofed the (hips 
with a palifade and rampart, on which they 
had mounted cannon. 

The next day Donacona invited them to 
his refidence, where they were entertained 
with the ufual feftivity and made the cuftom- 
ary prefents. They obferved that thefe peo- 
ple ufed the leaves of an herb [tobacco] which 
they preferved in pouches made of Ikins and 
fmoked in ftone pipes. It was very offenfive 
to the French ; but the natives valued it as 
contributing much to the prefervation of their 
health. Their houfes appeared to be well 
fupplied with provifions. Among other 
things which were new to the French, they 
obferved the fcalps of five men, fpread and dri- 
ed like parchment. Thefe were taken from 
their enemies the Toudamani, who came from 

the 
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the fouth, and were continually at war with 
them. 

Being determined to fpend the winter a- 
mong thefe friendly people, they traded with 
them for the provilions which they could 
fpare, and the river fupplied them with fifti 
till it was hard frozen* 

In December the fcurvy began to make its 
appearance among the natives, and Cartier 
prohibited all intercourfe with them ; but it 
was not long before his own men were taken 
with it. It raged with uncontroled violence 
for above two months, and by the middle of 
February, out of one hundred and ten perfons, 
fifty were fick at once, and eight or ten had 
died. 

In this extremity Cartier appointed a day of 
folemn humiliation and prayer. A crucifix 
was placed on a tree, and as many as were able 
to walk went in proceffion, through the ice 
and fnow, tinging the feven penitential pfalms 
and performing other devotional exercifes. At 
the clofe of the folemnity Cartier made a vow, 
that" if it would pleafe God to permit him 
to return to France, he would go in pilgrim- 
age to our Lady of Roquemado." But it was 
necefiary to watch as well as pray. To pre- 
vent 
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vent the natives from knowing their weak 
and defencelefs ftate, he obliged all who were 
able, to make as much noife as poflible with 
axes and hammers ; and told the natives that 
his men were all bufily employed* and that he 
would not fuffer any of them to go from the 
fhips till their work was done. The fhips 
were fail frozen up from the middle of No- 
vember to the middle of March ; the fnow 
was four feet deep* and higher than the fides 
of the fhips above the ice. The feverity of 
the winter exceeded all which they had ever 
experienced ; the fcurvy ftill raged ; twenty 
five men had fallen vidtims to it, and the 
others were fo weak and low in fpirits, that 
they defpaired of ever feeing their native 
country. 

In the depth of this diftrefs and defpon- 
dency, Carrier, who had efcaped the difeafe, 
in walking one day on the ice, met fome of 
the natives, among whom was Domagaia, one 
of the young men who had been with him to 
France and who then refided with his coun- 
trymen at Stadacona. He had been fick with 
the fcurvy, his finews had been fhrunk and 
his knees fwollen, his teeth loofe, and his 
gums rotten ; but he was then recovered, 

and 
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-and told Car tier of a certain tree, the leaves 
and bark of which he had ufed as a remedy. 
Cartier expreffed his wiflv to fee the tree $ tel- 
Jing him that one of his people had been affc&r 
ed with the fame diforder. Two women were 
immediately difpatched, who brought ten at 
twelve branches, and fliowed him how to pre- 
pare the deco&ion ; which was thus, " to 
boil the bafk and the leaves ; to drink of the 
liquor every other day $ and to put the drcgf 
on the legs of the lick."* 

This remedy prefently came into ufe, qi$ 
board the (hips, and its good effects were 4? 
furprifing, that within one week they wcrf 
completely healed of the fcurvy ; and ibqty 
who had venerial complaints of long ftanding 
were alfo cured by the fame means. 
: The feverity of winter having continued 
four months without intcrmiffion, at the re* 

turn -v 

•» * This tree was called by the uatites Ameda or Haneda. Mf. 
Hakluyt fuppofes it to have been the Saflafiras ; but as the lewii 
were ufed with the bark, in the winter, it muft have been an ever- 
green. The dregs of the bark were alfo applied to the fore legs 
jo( the patient. From thefe circumftances I am inclined to thihk 
*{tai it was the Ipruce, pine fpinns canadenfis J which is ufed J* 
jht fame manner by the Indians, and fuch as have learned qf 
'ffiem. ^Spruce beer is well Known tb be a powerful ant? fcorbatic ; 
and the- bark of thii*nd of the white- pine feryes as- a cataplafi* 
fer wfMt4f v and fores. ^ 
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turn of the fun, the feafon became milder, and 1 
in April the ice began to break up. On 
the third of May, Cartier took pofleffioh bf 
the country -fey erecting a crofs, thirty five 
feet high, on which was hung a fhield, bear- 
ing the arms of France, with this inscription: 
Franciscus primus, Dei gratia, Franco- 
rum Rex, regnat. 

The fame day, being a day of feftivity, the 
two young favages, Taignoagni and Domagaia, 
with Donacona the chief of the place, came on 
board the (hips ; and were partly prevailed on 
and partly conftrained to accompany Cartier to 
France, A handfome prefent was made to 
the Family of Donacona, but it was with 
great reludtancc that his friends parted with 
him ; though Cartier promifed to bring him 
again at the end of twelve months. On the 
fixth of May they failed from the Port of St, 
Croix ; and having touched at St. Peter's in 
Newfoundland, they arrived at St* Malo in 
France the fixth of July 1536. 

Whether Cartier performed his vow to God, 
the hiftory does not tell us ; certain it is, 
however, that he did not perform his promife 
to his paflengers. The zeal for adventures of 
this kind began to abate. Neither gold nor 
M filver 
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lilvcr were carried; jbc«ifi. The advantage* of 
the fur trade were pot fully -underftopd' > and 
the profpedl of benefit from cultivation in the 
• ihort fummer of that cold climate, was great- 
ly overbalanced, by the length and feverity of 
a Canadian winter. The natives had been fo 
often told of the neceflity of baptifm in or- 
d?r to falvation, that on their arrival in France, 
th?y were at their own requeft baptized ; but 
either of them lived to. fee their native land 
again. 

: The report .which Cartier brought home, 
of the fine country- beyond the Lakes, had 
t.Jbowever made fuch an impreflion on the 
minds, of fome, that, at the end of four years-, 
i. another expedition was projected. Francii 
Jf dit la Roche, Lord of Roberval, was coipmif- 
jfioned by the King as his Lieutenant Govern- 
;■ pr in Canada and Hockelaga ; and Cartier was 
.. appointed his pilot, with the command of 
five (hips. Whcu they were ready to fail, 
Roberval had not finished his preparations, 
and was therefore detained. The King's or- 
L/jdew to Cartier being pofitive, he failed from 
5 St. Malo on the. 23d of May 1540. 

The winds were adverfe and the voyage te- 
, dipu$. ,_ The fhips were fcattered*. and did not 
* --wv , . • arrive 



arrive at the place e$'«heir deftinaitiWi till-thc 
23d of Aogtfft j 1 wheh they came ta the port 
of$t: Croi* in the riWrbf Canada* - ^ 

The fitft inquiry made by the frativefcWas 
for their eouritrymfen who had been carried 
away. The anfwer was/ that Ddnacona was 
dead, arid that the others had become great 
Lords, were married in France* and refufed to 
return; Neither forrow nor refentmerit were 
fliown dri this occafion; but a fecret jeaflou- 
fy, which had long been working* received 
ftrengthi from an arifwer fd liable to fufpicion* 

The hiftory of this voyage being itnperfc&, 
it is not pofliblc to fay, in what particular 
manner this jealoufy operated; Carrier made 
another excuriion, up the river j and pitched 
00 a place about four leagues abov^ St; Croix 
to Uy up three of his veffete for the- winter. 
The cither two he fent back to- France, ta in- 
form the King of what they had don*>and 
that Roberval had not arrived; - ^ 

At the new harbour, Which he had chofen 
for his (hips, was afmalt river, running in a 
ferpentine courfe to, the fduth* On the^caft- 
ern fide of its entrance was a high- and-fteep 
cliff i on the' top of ^ whichi-they built a fort 
and called k Charteburg/^ Belbw, the-fihips 
M 2 were 



igfre 4ffiWA upv^rffcff^fied^ as. tkey 3 
}^ %$K* ftyipejj wi^r \M&ch, .bc^ff^Ot 
^e; Nftttfef Jtqto jtft^pr;. were fowe rpqks 
C9?jtft^g,fJify^l^ 4 which thpy denominat- 
j^diaq^s* and on the ffcpre were picked 
ftp fpoeks of a yellow fabftance, \yhich 

l^ij 3 j^z^imt^nsr m(\^ci into gold* . Iron 
$f? r^L^wwd in abundance,; and a kind of 
blac^-fl^H^ with veifw of an apparent metallic 

I0 fo wfcai manner rtbey paffed the winter, <the 
df£e#i#e ';^cpunto*^ick,we.have donot iaf 
; In *Jbe fpriflg x>£ the following year* 
Cfcftfas ,£b4 his company having heard noth- 
^gi ofrrRoberval; aad ^concluding that they 
^ppff.^^doned by their friends and expofed 
f9r;pqri& in a dictate the moft fe vere, and; it- 
mong people whofe condudl toward therm 
t9fc$y changed* determined to returrt to 
jE&nq&i; Accordingly bavkjg fet fail, U\ the 
.-.fetpaking up of the ice, they arrived in the 
Aftfbpur-9^3t«. John in Newfoundland, fomtf^ 
*«5(P tinrijiirte ; where they met Robeuval^ 
who, i Wiifo three 4hip$ ; and two hu nd red per*- 
iftn$*r»alawdfc^ Rocbellp 
in Apfciih jand wcte <m>f&etr. way to dkbbliih 
frQQ&otiy.ym Gm&feus partiar wcntvx>u board 
Mil ; T-.'" Roberval's 
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Robertttft- ftjpi ftibtfed him *l*t 
moods and gfcifl whfeh h6 ;Had fttadt ; ^tifc 
told hittrthat the hofftle klifpofotoit oPttti 
n»ivds h*d obliged him W qoit theeottft^ 
which however he repfefarted ta'-hith^s^c^. 
pable of profitable cidtfvhtiot*.' RolierVfefl 
ordered him to return to €arad& j< fetot Gfcri 
tier privately failed out of the Kbrbbuf* m {lift 
night 1 and parfued his voyage W Ffiaicet ' 

Mortified and difappointed, Robe#vat*^i)t 
tiriued fome time longer 4t St. Johtf i 4 before 
he proceeded, and aftoiit the eridof Jt^aifi 
rived at the piaee which ^artier had quitted. 
Tfoetfe he ere®ed a f#rt on a comfoa«di«£ 
eminence, and another at its foot \ %^l^cfe 
wer^ depcxfited all the pWavifion, &i*ws#n*tei^ 
artillery, imptetaeat* df hwlbondry aftdpethit 
materials fbtf*hfe intend^ ^fonjr.r < i ii^ofn 
w > In ^September, ^ -twa\vefifels Wfere \ b»dfc: 
to France, to cafry> : fy4& of chfyftiai, 
and fetch provifieefcst for th* next y^Hf-j ^fhfc 
ftosei which they hadbtttUglit beiftg ^iriudk 
redoeed^ By th$ hdpxjf the 6fh^hioh4*«y 
took in the river, and the r! ga«i^ whieh **tiw^ 
procured from the ifo«lg«£^ < atid by wdifauft- 
hahdiftg thefpvprovifians,tth«y <lmgerbdi<fofifc 
tedious winter, having fuUered> mu^h: fepm 

viis7Tjdo.>i M 3 the 
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thc.fcurvy, of which about fifty of them died, 
Li addition Xo this diftrcfg, Roberval cxer-* 
cifedfuch feverity in his government, that 
oije man was hangecl, feveral were laid in 
irpps, and fome of both fexes underwent the 
difcifdirie of the whip. 

In April the ice began to break up $ and 
on the itfth of Juije he proceeded up the riv* 
cr .4 leaving De Roypze, his Lieutenant, to 
command in his abfence, with orders to em- 
bark for France, if he {hoijld not return by 
the middle of July. 

T As the account of the expedition ends 
ljere, we pan only remark that the colony waif 
broken .up ; and no farther attempt was made 
by the French to eftablifli themfelves in Can- 
ada, till r after the expiration of hajf a century. 
The account of Roberval is that, in 1549, 
he failed with his brother on fome voyage of 
difcoyery, and never returned. 

Tn this firft vifit, which the natives of Can- 
ada received from the Europeans, we have a 
linking inftance of their primitive manners. 
Sufpefting no danger, and influenced by no 
fear, they embraced the Granger with unaf- 
fedtedjoy. Their huts were open to receive 
Jiim, their fires and furs to give warmth and 

reft 
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fcft (o.his^wearyJicQbs ^ thejr food was (nar- 

ed with him Of g^ivda ih cxcmrtge fbr^S'tfi^P 1 

fles j,' they were re ady with their fiwj^tltea-fll 

icincs to heal His difea&s 'and his 'VotdAiSif 

they would wade through risers andclfmft'tocKJr^ 

and mountains to guide him in his whjr, dfift lc 

they would remember and requite hV : fefti K> 

nefs more than It deferved. 1 : \~- 

ynhappily for them they'let toa;fiigH* £° 

value oh their new gueff:. Imagmni^ 'hifn*^ 

to be of a heavenly origin, they were e^tr^vaf^^ 

gant and unguarded in 'their firft attachment, 

and from fome fpecimens of his fuperiorky, 

obvious to their fenfes, they expetted more 

than ought ever tobe expe&ed from beings 60* 

the fame fpecies. But when the miftake was <\ 

difcovered, and the ftranger whom they had " 

adored, proved to be no . more than humafr,^ 

leaving the fame inferior defi res and paffioris 

with themfelves ; efpecially when they founc^ 

their confidence mifplaced and their generous 

friendfhip ill requited $ then the rage of jea- 

loufy extinguifhed the virtue of benevolence j 

and they ftruggled to rid themfelves of hinv 

as an enemy, whom they had received into their 

bpfom as a friend. 

M4 ■'" ; , :/ * oh J | 
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On the other hand, it was too common for 
the European adventurer, to regard thq jpan 
of natfrre as jm : inferufr being ; and whilft he 
availed himfelf of his ftrength and experience, 
to-abtifc his confidence, and repay his kindneff 
with ifi&lt and injury ; to ftigraatize him f ^ 
heathen and a favage, and to beftow on huti 
the dpithets of deceitful,treachcrous>andcr^f * 
though ha himfelf Kid firft - fet ttt& example tff 11 
theft deteftable vices; 1 ^ 

...... v . . . - , •"' :• . " ; noil 
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"advpnt^cr .are of ib s Ijytflc .^ipportancef* la i tbrxr 
hifto^y'pf AmpwsL; tWr^ppld; mt .ibAr&d 

it not bec^ tiwf fome gentlemen of iogertskyrir 
and learning, have had recourse to ths expedi-> f t 
tion of this Spaniard as a means of folving the 
queftion refpe&ing the mounds and fortifica- 
tions, of a regular conflrudtion, which within 
a few years paft have been difcovered in the 
thickeft (hades ' of iKe American foreft.* 
Though the opinion feems to have been can- 
didly given up by one of the writers who at- 
tempted to defend it yet, a& what was publifh- 
ed on the fubjedt may have imprefled fome 
perfons with an idea that thefe works were of 
European fabric, I fhall briefly relate the hiftory 
of Soto!s march ; and the difficulties which 

attend 

* If the reader wifhes to fee a particular inveftigatioo of this 
hypothecs, he may confult the American Magazine, printed at 
New York, for December 1787, January and February 1788, and 
fome fubfequent numbers ; compared with the .Columbian Mag- 
azine, printed at Philadelphia, for Sepfembc* and November 
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attend the fuppofitioa that he was the builder 
of any of thefe fortifications. fi & 
After the conqueft of Mexico and Peru i: ifc3 
the beginning of the fixtecijth century, thp* 
inextinguiftiable third for gold, which hfdv 
feized the Spanish adventurers, prompted theefo 
to feareh for that bewitching metal wherever 
there could be any profpe# of finding 
Three unfuccefsful attempts had been made iirf 
Florida, by Ponce, Gomez, and Narvaez ; b|it 
becaufe thefe adventurers did not penetrate {hft> 
interior parts of the continent ; Ferdinasto 
do de Soto, Governour of Cuba, who hadt 
been a companion of the Pizarros in iheiei 
Peruvian expedition, and had there amafiede 
much wealth, projected a march into Florida*} 
of which country he had the title of AdelfuW 
tado f or Prefident. He failed from the P^rt 
of Havannah May 18, 1539, with nine veffej^l 
fix hundred men,* two hundred and thirtegfr 
horfes, and a heard of fwine, and arrived on t&fc 
30th of the fame month in the bay of Efpiriai 
tu Santo, on the weflern coaft of the peninfubi 
of Florida. n 

Being 

* In Prince's Chronofogy it is faid that Soto had 900 mciu 
but he quotes Purchas for his authority, in whofe book the mn^r 
is « fx-kvndrcd." 
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Being a &ldier 6f fortuity -and determined 
en conqueft, he immediately pitched bis? 
camp and fecured k. " A fdfaging party , met 
With a few Indians who retorted them • two ^ 
wiere killed, the others efcaped, and reported to 
their countrymen that the warriors of Jtre badk 
inVaded their territories $ upon which the • 
fmaller towns were deferted and the natives 
bid in the woods. _ 

; Having met with a Spaniard of the party 
of Narvaez, who had been wrecked on the 
ceaft, and had been twelve years a captive with 
the Indians, Soto made ufe of him as a mef- 
fenger to them to inquire for gold and filvcr ; 
afcd wherever he could receive any informa- 
tion refpedting thefe precious metals thither 
he diredtcd his march, > 

• His manner of marching was this : The 
faorfemen carried bag6 of corn and other pro- 
vifions ; the footmen marched by the fide of 
the horfes, and the fwine were driven be- 
fore them, When they firft landed they had 
thirteen female fwine, which in two years in- 
creafed to feveral hundreds ; the warmth of 
•the climate being favourable to their propaga- 
tion, and the forefts yielding them a plenty of 

food* . :v.. 

The 
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The firft fummcr atld winter were fperif 
in the peninfula of Florida, not far from th£ 
bay of Apalache ; and in the beginning $ 
the following fprirtg, having lent back" 189 
veflels to Cuba for fupplies, and left a part'ttF 
his men at the port, where he expeded tlft? 
fhips to return, he marched toward the ndrtfr 
and caft, in fearch of a place called Yupalha£ 
where he had been informed there was gold? 

In this march he crofled the river Altamaf- 

■» 

ha and probably the Ogechee, and came, as ? hc 
was informed, within two days journey of tlitf 
bay of St. Helena, where the Spaniards tititf 
been feveral years before. In all this mart#? 
he ftaid not more than a Week in any 6i$ 
place. AM 
He then fet his face northward, and havhi^ 
paffed a hilly country, came to a diftridt cxff&fr 
Ghalaque, which is fuppofed to be the cotttfi 1 
try now called Cherokee, on the upper branch*' 
es of the river Savannah. Thence he turhed 
nveftward, in fearch of a place called Chiahsff 1 
and in this route he croffed the AHegailfjp 
ridge, and came to Chiaha, where his horfiSr 
and men* being exceffively fatigued, lie refttif 
thirty days. The horfesfed in a meadow, arKf 
and 'the people lay under the trees, the weather 
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^G, being very hot, and $e -natives irr peace, 
■yfcis wa? in, the niQaths of- May and June*; 
Jj^iiring their ^bode there they heard of .9 
Gentry called Chifca, where was copper and 
OfUtther metal of the fame colour* This couiw 
tjy. lay northward* and a party was fent. witfr 
^pdian guides to view it. Their report was, 
tlj# the mQvntaiqis were impaflafrle, and So«>t 
did uQt attempt to proceed any farther in that 
d^gtion. 

^From a careful infpeftion of the maps in 
American Atlas, I inclined to think 
ijjbat the place where Soto proffed the moun- 
tains was within the thirty fifth degree of latr 
ijfude. In Delifle's map, a village called Ca- 
nafaga, is laid down on the N. W. fide of the 
^IJegany (or as it is fometimes called) the 
Jfcpafechian ridge .of mountains, in that lajin 
tqde } and Chiaha is faid in Soto's journal to* 
Ijpjftve days weft ward from Canalagua. 

afcertain the fituation ; of Chiaha we 
n\uft obferve that It is i^id to be fubjc& to 
t|ie Lord of Cofa, which is fituate on an eaft> 
yen branch of the Mobille y and Soto's fick 
q&i came down the river from Chiaha ia 
tyttjts* This river could be; none but a branch) 
Q£«*he JVfobille^ aad his^ equtfe* wp*r>tf*eft; 

turned 
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turned toward the fouti. In this march hd 
paffed through Alibama, Talife, Tafcafrafe, 
names which are ftill known and marked on 
the maps, till he came to the town of MaviU 
lay which the French pronounced Mouville 
and Mabille. It was then a walled town * but 
the walls were of wood* The inhabitants 
had conceived a difguft to the Spaniards, 
which was augmented by an outrage comn&t* 
ted on one of their Chiefs, and finally brbke 
out in a fevere conflidfc, in which two thouffind 
of the innocent natives were flain, and itflny 
of the Spaniards killed and wounded, and : the 
town was burnt. This was in the latter tad 
of Oftober. i 

It is probable that Soto intended to pafs 
the winter in the neighbourhood of that vil- 
lage, if he could have kept on friendly teftns 
with the Indians ; for there he could have 
had a communication with Cuba* Tliere 
he heard that the veffels which he had fent 
to Cuba for fupplies were arrived at Oehus 
[Penfacola] where he had agreed * to meet 
- them 3 but he kept this information fe- 
: cret, becaufe he had not yet made any tlif- 
coveries whicfr his Spanifti friends ' wduld 
2 : thiek^ worthy - *--oP regard. ' The cotmtry 

■ about 
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: about him was populous and hoftik, and, 
^feeing void ;of. gold lOfrfilttr, was not ah* ob- 
nrjeft for him to poffefs a« the rifque of lofkig 
.{his army, of which above an hundred had 
<, ; ialready periftied. He therefore, after ftay- 
* jng twenty eight days for the recovery of his 

wounded, determined on a retreat. , 
... In this retreat it has been fuppofed that 

he penetrated northward, beypnd . the Ohio. 
;>i The truth is, that he began his march frpm 
k k Jtfavilla, a village near the mouth of the 
^iMobiUe, on the 1 8th of November, wid .on 

the 1 7th of December arrived at Chic^a, 
h an Indian village of twenty houfes, where 

they remained till the next ApriU 
, .f , , The diftance, the time, the nature of the 
^.country, the courfe and manner of the 
& t march, and the name of the village, all tpn- 

cur to determine this winter ftation of .Soto 
«n: : to be a village of the Cbickefaw Indians, Jit- 
Si 9 iiate on the upper part of the Yafou, a brwjch 
si^pf the Miffiffippi, about eighty leagues 

porthweftward from Mobille, and not; lefs 

than one hundred and forty leagues, foirth- 
-ii.iweft ward from the Mufkijigum, whei».the 
bi great fortifications, which, gave rife tQ this 
yv; inquiry, sre found* Erom. Gkicaga? «ii;the 

fpring, 
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fpring, he went weftward, and crofied a river 
within the thirty fourth degree of latitude, 
which he called Rip Grande, and which is 
now known to be the Miffiflippi. 

On the weftern fide of the Miffiffippi, a£» 
ter rambling all fummer, he fpent the next . 
winter, at a place called Autiamque, whext 
he enclofcd his camp with a wall of timber, 
the work of three days only. Within thil 
enclofure he lodged fafely during threfe 
months ; and, in the fucceeding fpring, xM 
extreme fatigue and anxiety which he hs& 
fuffered, threw him into a fever, of whicfc 
he fliect. May 21, 1542, at Guacoya. Tii 
prevent his death from being kngwn to tht? 
Indians,: his body was funk in the middle oF 
a riven ' 

His Lieutenant, Louis de Mofcofco, can-' 
tinned to ramble on the weftern fide of the 
Miffiflippi, till the neit fummer ; when worn 
withiatigue, djfappoifttment, and lofsof men; 
he buik feven boats, called brigantiries, on the 
Mifliflippi, in which, the (battered remnants; 
eonfifting of three hundrd and eleven, return- 
ed to Cuba,. in September 1 543.* 

The place where. Soto died is faid to have 
been on the bank, o£ the .Red river, a weftera 
. ... * branch 

* Purchas, vol. v, p. 1532 to 1556. 
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branch of the MiffifflpjSi, th hi. 31*. ' The 
place where the remnant of liis army imilt their 
sefftls and embarked for Cuba is called in the 
journal Minoya* They wet* feventeen days 
in failing down the river, and they computed 
}be diftance to be two hundred and fifty 
leagues.? . .. 

From this account, feidafully abridged from 
PurchaS'Aftd compared with the bdV maps, 1 
am fully perfuaded that the whole country 
through which Soto travelled on the eafterri 
of the MHMippi is comprehended with- 
in Florida, Gwgia and South CaroKna j and 
that he w v«r went farther northward than 
the 35th .degree of latitude* which, is diftant 
two degrees Southward from any part of the 
Ohio. The conclufion then is, that he ctould 
not have Jjccn the builder pf thofe fortifica- 
tions, iliil remaining in that part of the con- 
tinent, which lies N. W* of the Ohio* Nor 
indeed can any works which he cre&ed for 
the fecurity of his camp be fkbfi fling at this 
time; for the beft of them were made of 
wood r and were, intended to coverhia men* ; 
and prote& his horfes aftd fwiile, only during 
one winter. The 

* Mt. -Prince, hi *b chitlkAojgf fiy* ^ ftt figftfes ; tmtTur- 
chas, from whom he quotes, lays " two hundred and fifty." 
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The. works which have fb much excited 
cufdo&ty and conjecture, are far more nurner- 
ous*i£Xteniive and durable. They are found 
ia . various and diftant places, in the interior 
paifo of the continent, on both fides of the 
Miflifiippi ; on the Ohio and its branches* . 
on James and Potowmack rivers in Virginia? 
in the country of the Six Nations, and on the 
fhorcsof v lake Erie; where they are exceed- 
ingly numerous* : u vi . 

The moft obvious mode of folving the 
qtieftion rcfpe&ing them, is by inquiry of ttaf 
prefent natives. But the ftrudures are trt 
ancient for their tradition » the oldeft and 
wifeft men know nothing of their original* 
The form and materials of thefe works, indi~ 
catcthe exigence of a race of men fuperior U» 
the prefent race, in improvement, in defign, 
and in that patience which muft have accom- 
panied the labour of eredting them. 

Trees which have been found growing on 
th$m have. beencut;dpwn, and, from indubi- 
table marks, are known to have been upwards 
pf three hundred years old ; nor were thefe 
the firft growth, upon them. 

The mounds and ramparts are conftrudlcd 
of earth, and have acquired afirmnefs and fol- 

idity, 
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idity, which render it probable that they are 
the work of fome remote age and fomc other 
people 5 who had different ideas of conveni- 
ence and wepe better acquainted with the arts 
of defence y and in fa&* were much more nu- 
merous than the anceftry of thofe natives, 
of whom we or our fathers have had any 
knowledge. 

It is to be hoped that the perfons who ik>#. 
occupy and are cultivating the lands where 
tbefe frngular buildings ara found, will pre- 
fecte, as far as they are able, ibne, at leaffc* of" 
theie monuments of unknown ages; that as 
they have long refilled the ravages bf time, 
aild may poflibly bifflc the refearches 6f the 
prdfent generation, they may fubfift unimpait-* 
ed as fubjedts of fpeeulaticm to our pofterity* 
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AFTfcR the difcovery of Newfound-. 
fah(5 by the Cabots, thepaffion for adventure, 
irhbrig the ErigHfti, met With many fever* 
clrccks. But wHilft one adventurer after a- 
nother was returning home from ah unfiic- 
cefsful voyage, intended to penetrate unknown 
• fcas to China ; foreigners were reaping the 
benefit of their partial difcovcries. : " r 

Within the firft forty years, we have no afcl 
count of any attempt made by the Englifti iii 
profecute the discovery of the new continent 
except, that in 1536, two veflels containing; 
one hundred and twenty perfons, of whom 
thirty were gentlemen of education and cfca- 
radter, under the conduft of " Matter Hdre 
of London* made a voyage to Newfound- 
land but they were fo ill provided, and 
knew fo little of the nature of the country^ 
that they futffered the extremity of famine. 
For, notwithftanding the immenfe quantities 
of fi(h and fowl to be found on thofe coafts \ 
they were reduced fo low as to watch the 
nefts of birds of prey and rob them of the fifli 

which 

* Hakluytj vol. iii, p. 130. 
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which they brought to feed their young. To 
colled* this fctoty fuppfy,? with a rnktaw of 
roots and herbs, the men difperfed thernfeives 
in the woods, until feveml of them were miff- 
ing. It was at firft thought that they were 
devoured by wild beads $ biH it was Sound 
that tluy met with a mom tragical fate $ the 
ftronger having lulled the weaker and feafted 
on their fleflu la the midffcof this dtftrefc* 
a f reech fiup arriving with a fupply of provi- 
fions, they took her by forehand returned to 
£pgland ; leaving to the Frenchmen their own 
frailer veffela* and dividiag the prpvifiop.be-. 
tween them. Complaint of this a& of picaey 
wa> made to King Henry VIII: who, 
Jpaowj/ig the miferips of the unfortunate Crew, 
inftegd of puoi&iog them, jwud the fomtgQ 
put of his, own coffers. 

Within the fucceeding forty, years, the 
English had begun to make fome advantage 
by the fiihery ; and in 1578, the ftate of it j$ 
thus defeated** ff There are about one hun- 
dred &il of Spaniards ^ho come to take cod j 
who make if ajl wet, and dry it when* Jshey 
cpme home j befides twenty -or thirty more, 
who .come frc*m BifcayJto Jkfll abates for train. 
...:v/ N 3 Thefe 

9 Letter of Anfhpny PapkhwrH to Jtichawi Hafclyyt, vol. iii, 
p. 132. 



i 9 8 6 f 13 B r VL >T. 

Thcfe be better appointed for fhippingaad^ 
furniture of munition than any other nation, 
fave the Englifh j who commonly are Lonfr 
tf the harbours. As touching their tonnage, 
I think it may be near five or fix thoufend. 
Of PortUgals, there are ndt above fifty fi3, 
whofe tonnage may amount to three thousand, 
and they make all wet. Of the French na- 
tion are about one hundred and fifty: fail ; the 
moft of their flipping i$ very fmall, not pail 
forty tons ; among which fome are great -md 
reafonably well appointed; better than the 
Portugals, and not fo well as the Spaniard*'; 
the burden of them may be about feven thot£- 
fand. The Englifh veflels have increafeiln 
f6ur years from thirty to fifty fail. The trade 
which our nation hath to Iceland, maketh, 
that the Englifli are not there in fuch mjm~ 
jsers as other nations/* 

The next year [1579] Queen Elizabeth 
granted to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, a pa T 
tent for the difcovering, occupying and peop- 
ling of 'f fuch remote, heathen and barbarous 
countries as were not dually poffefled byany 
fhrijitan peopled* In confequence of this 
grant, many of hi5 friends joined him, an^ 

preparation^ 

f Hakluyt iii. 135, Forflcr, 299. 
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preparations wore tnad^ 'for ^edition, 
which promifed be -highiy advantageous 
But before the fleet was ready, fome declined 
and retraced their engagements. Gilbert, 
with a few companions, failed ; but a violent 
ftorm, in which one of the £hips founder^, 
caufed him to return. This mufortunc in- 
volved him in debt; and he had no way to 
iatisfy the demands of his creditors, hu^rky 
grants of land in America* By fuch nwaitf, 
, the country was not likely to be peopled, nor 
the conditions of his patent fulfilled, . , He 
was obliged therefore to fell his eftate before 
he. could make another attempt ; and, after 
long felicitation, being affifted by fqqje 
friends, he fet fail from Plymouth, with, Aye 
fhips, carrying two hundred and fixty m^n, 
on the eleventh of Jun$ 1 583 ; and on $bc 
eleventh of July arrived q|F the bay of , %t. 
John, on the eaftern CQaft of Newfoundland. 

Thirty fix fifliing vefleU were then in^ the 
harbour, who refufed him admittance. He 
prepared to enter by force of arms ; but.pre^ 
vioufly font in his boat with his commiflion 
from Queen Elizabeth ; on fight of - which 
they fubniittedi and he foiled into the port,* 
N 4 The' 

* Stith's fyftory of Virginia, page 6 t 
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:i intention of ifeia vqyage was to. take 
fbtroal poflcflion of *he iiknd, aod of the fifh- 
eryiQOr its banks, far the crown of England. 
This was done in the following manner :* 

^jQn Monday the fifth of Auguft, Admiral 
Gilbert had his tent pitched on ihore, in fight 
ofoall the {hipping ; and being attended by 
hi* own people, Summoned the merchant* and 
mailers of vefleis, both Englifhmen and oth- 
er^ :t<K he prefent at the ceremony* When 
they were all aflcmbled, his commiflion was 
rcad^ and interpreted to the foreigners. Then 
actUFf and a twig were delivered to him, which 
he ^received with a hazle wand. Immediately, 
parochrnation was made* that by virtue of his 
comrmffioa from the Queen > he took poflef- 
fim^fbr the crown of England, of the. har- 
bWXref --St. John, and two hundred leagues 
e<j*ry* way found it. 

"tiHk theft pcfbliflied three laws, for the gov- 
WBthfent of the territory. By the firft, pub- 
lic worfhip was eftabliflied according to the 
tfttfte of the chqrch of England. By the fee* 
<jttd,^t4» attempting of any thing prejudicial 
Wiher Majefty's title was declared treafon, ac- 
pwding to the laws of England. By the 
■ < :;:c:r" third, 

* Hakluyt iii, ig| f 165. 
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third, tfaeuttoe^of i«)r4«, tfo tbedifl»i*K 
of herM^dfl^w^^ 
lofe of e*s and ^xod£f^^ 

The: prodamatieti hrii^ fuu^hed^ a^fent *&& 
obedience, were fignificd by lood acciuria- 
tions. A pillar was eroded, hearing a; plate 
*f lead, on which the Quecna arrns^ wer^en- 
graven j and* feveral of the merchants^ took 
grant* of land* in fee &rm, on whicfc i&ey 
might cure their - ft ft, as they had donfe be- 
fore. ? ■■ '^i- ■ \ ." 
- A tax of provifion> by her Majefty's autho- 
rity > was levied on all - tbrvfbipg. < Tiiis tax 
was readily f>aid ^ be£d» which, the Admiral 
received pr eients of; wine^iririt, and other re- 
freshments, ; chiefly fi#m the Bortugucfc r. 

This formal pofieffion* taken by £ir Hjtoi~ 
fihnsy Gilbert* in confequenoi of the difcov- 
ery by the Cabots, is the foundation , of the 
Tight and title of the crown of England the 
territory of Newfoundland and to %bo fifycty 
Xih its banks, : .; ^ v 

As fcras the time would prow** * fiwvey 
was made of the coarrtiy ; -one principal ob- 
ject of which was the difeoYery of mines and 
minerals. The mineralogift was a Saxon, 
who is characterized as " honeft and religious/* 

This 
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This man brought to the Admiral firft a fpe- 
^cimen of iron, then a kind of ore, which, on 
the peril of his life, he protefted to be filver. 
The Admiral enjoined fecrecy, and fent it on 
board ; intending to have it aflayed, when 
they ihould get to fea. 

The company being difperfed abroad, fome 
were taken fickand died ; fome hid themfelves 
in the woods, with an intention to go home, 
by the firft opportunity ; and others cut one 
of the veflels out of the harbour and carried 
her off. 

On the twentieth of Auguft, the Admiral, 
having collected as mafty of his men as could 
be found, and ordered one of his veflels to 
ftay and take off the fick, fet fail with three 
fliips ; the Delight, the Hind, and the Squir- 
rel. He coafted along the fouthern part of 
the ifland, with a view to make Cape Breton 
and the Ifle of Sable ; on which laft, he had 
heard that cattle and fwine had been landed by 
the Portuguefe, thirty years before. 

. Being entangled among fhoals and involved 
in fogs, the Delight ftruck on a fand bank and 
was loft. Fourteen men , only faved them- 
felves in a boat ; the .lofs of the Saxon refiner 
was particularly noted, and nothing farther 

was 
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was heard of the filrcr ore; This mttforteie 
determined the t Admiral to return to Eng- 
land, without attempting to make any farther 
difcoveries, or to take poffeffion of my oSher 
part of America. On his pafTage, he met with 
bad weather. The Squirrel frigate, in which 
Sir Humphrey failed, was overloaded on fyer 
deck y but h« perfifted in taking his paflagc 
in hcr^ notwithstanding the remonftraBices <jf 
bis friends, in the Hind, who would have pec*- 
fuaded bin* to . ikil with them. Frexp the 
circumftance of his returning from h{$ j&rfl 
voyage without accomphjOhing its pbjed^ it 
bad been reported that, be was afraid of the 
fea; had he yielded tQ. the felicitation of bis 
friends, the ftigma might have been indelible. 

When the wind abated, and the veflels wore 
near enough^ the Admiral was feen conftantly 
fitting in the ftern with a book in his hand. 
On the ninth of September* he was feen % 
the lafi time j and was beard by tb« people? 
in the Hind to fay, " We are as near heaven 
by fea as by land." In the following night, 
the lights of his fliip fuddenly di&ppeared f 
The people in the other veflel kept 9 good 
look out for him, during the remainder of thee 
Voyage, Qn the twenty fecond of September, 

they 
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they arrived, through much tempeft and peril, 
it Falmouth. But nothing more was feen or 
Beard of the Admiral. , * 

Whilft his zeal for the intereft of the 
Crown, and the fettlemeot of its American 
dominions, has been largely commended ; he 
has been blamed for his temerity in lavishing 
his own and other men's fortunes in the prof- 
ecutton of Jbis defigns. This is not the only 
inftance of a wafte of property in confequence 
of fanguine expectations ; which, though ruin- 
ous to the firft adventurers, has produced 
iblid advantages to their fucceffors. 

Dr. Forfter has a remark on one of the in- 
cidents of this voyage which is worthy of re- 
petition and remembrance. " It is very clear 
(fays he) in the inftance of the Portuguefe 
having (locked the Ifle of Sable with domefKc 
animals, that the difcoverers of the new world 
were men of humanity % defirous of provid- 
ing for fuch unfortunate people as might hap- 
pen to be caft away on thofe coafts. The 
falfe policy of modern times is callous and 
tyrannical, exporting dogs to devour them.; 
Are thefe the happy confcquenccs of the fb 
fnueh boaftcd enlightened ftate of the prefent 

age, 
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age, and refinement of manners peculiar to 
our time ? Father q£ mercies, when, will 
philanthropy again take up her abode in th^ 
breafts of men, of Chriftians and the, rulers 
of this earth'!"" - 
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IX. WALTER RALEIGH, 

a it t) 

RICHARD G RENVILLE. 

s THE diftinguifhed figure, which the 
life of Sir Walter Raleigh makes in the hif* 
torjr of England, renders unneceflary any oth- 
er account of him here, than what refpedts 
his adventures in America ; and particularly 
in Virginia $ of which colony he is acknow- 
ledged to have been the unfortunate founder. 

He was half brother, by the mother's fide, 
to Sir Humphry Gilbert, and was at the ex- 
penfe of fitting out one of the fhips of his 
fquadron. Notwithftanding the unhappy 
fate of his brother, he perfifted in his defign 
of making a fettlement in America. Being a 
favourite in the court of Queen Elizabeth, he 
obtained a patent, bearing date the 25th of 
March 1584, for the difcovering and planting 
of any lands and countries which were not 
poffefled by any chrijlian prince, or nation. 

\ About the fame time the Queen granted 
him another patent, to licenfe the vending of 

wine, throughout the kingdom ; that by the 

profits thence arifing he might be able to bear 

the 
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the cxpenfc of his intended plan of coloniza- 
tion. Further- to ftrengtheiji his, iatereft, he 
engaged the afli ft ance of two wealthy kinf- 
men, Sir Richard Grenville and William 
Sanderfon.* They provided two barks, arid 
having well furnilhed them with men; and 
provifions, put thefti under the command of 
Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlow* who fail- 1 ; 
ed from the weft of England, April 27, . 

*5 8 4- 

They took the ufual route by the way of 
the Canaries and the Weft Indies ; the reafan 
of which is thus exprefled in the account _x>f 
this voyage written by Barlow^, <c becaufe. 
we doubted that the current of the bay of 
Mexico between the cape of Florida and Ha* ' 
vanna had been of greater force than we after* 
wards found it to be." 

Taking advantage of the Gulf ftream, they 
approached the coaft of Florida ; and on the 
fecond of July came into fhoal water ; where 
the odoriferous fmell of flowers indicated the 
land to be near, though not within fight. On 
the fourth they faw land along which they 
failed forty leagues before they found an en- 
trance* 

+ Hakluyt, iii, 246, 
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trance. At the fir ft opening, they caft an- 
chor (July 13) and having devoutly given 
thanks €0 God, for their fafe arrival on the 
coaft, they went afhore in their boats, and 
took pofleffion in the name of Queen Eliza- 
beth. 

The place where they landed was a Cindy 
HIand, called Wococon,* about fixteen miles 
in length and fix in breadth, full of cedars, 
pines, cyprefs, fafiafras and other trees ; a- 
morvg which were many vines loaded with 
grapes. In the woods they found deer and 
nares * and in the waters and marfhes, vari- 
ous kinds of fowl ; but no human creature 

was 

* This ifland is generally fuppofed to be one of thofe which lie 
at the mouth of Alberinarle foimd,on the coaft of North Carolina. 
Barlow, in bis letter to Sir W. Raleigh, preserved by flaUuyt, 
lays, that he, with (even others, went in a boat " twenty wiles into 
the river Occam, and, the evening following, came to an ifland 
railed Roanoke, diftant from the harbour by which we entered, 
feven leagues j at the north end thereof was a village." Mr, 
Stith, who wrote the hiftory of Virginia, and who acknowledges 
that he had not ieen this letter in Englilh but in a Latin tranfla* 
tion, fuppofes, that the ifland Wococon muft lie between cape 
Hatteras and cape Fear, and that the diftance might be 30 leagues. 
But it appears from Barlow's letter that the boat went in one day 
and carat in the evening to the north end of Roanoke ; the dis- 
tance is iwiee mentioned, once in miles and once in leagues. I 
tee no reafon therefore to admit Stith's conjecture in oppolition to 
Barlow, Stith however appears to have been .a very clofe and 
accurate inquirer, as far as his materials and opportunity permitted* 
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*\vas feen, till the third day ; when a canoe, 
with three men, came along by the (hove. One 
of them landed ; and, without any fear or pre- 
caution, met the Europeans and addrefled them 
in a friendly manner, in his own language. 
They carried him on board one of their vef- 
fels ; gave him a fhirt and fome other trifles, 
and regaled him with meat and wihe. He 
then returned to his canoe ; and with his com- 
panions went a fifhing. When the canoe was 
filled, they brought the fifh on (hore and di- 
vided them into two heaps ; making figns, 
that each of the veffels fhould take one. 

The next day, feveral canoes came ; in 
which were fprty or fifty people, and among 
them was Granganimeo, brother of Wingina 
King of the country ; who was confined at 
home by the wounds, which he had received 
in battle, with a neighbouring Prince. The 
manner of his approach was fearlefs and ref- 
pedlful. He left his boats at a diftance ; and 
came along the fhore, accompanied by all his 
people, till he was abreaft of the fhips. Then 
advancing with four men only, who fpread a 
mat on the ground, he fat down on one end ; 
and the four men on the other. When the 
Englifti went on (hore, armed, he beckoned 
O to 
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to them to come and lit by him ; which they 
did, and he made figns of joy and friendflrip, 
ftriking with his hand on his head and breaft, 
and then on theirs, to fhew that they were all 
one. None of his people fpokea word ; and 
when the Englifh offered them prefents, he 
took them all into his own pofleffion ; making 
figns that they were his fervants, and that all 
which they, had, belonged to him. 

After this interview, the natives came in 
great numbers and brought fkins, coral, and 
materials for dyes ; but when Granganimco 
was prefent, none were permitted to trade, 
but himfelf and thofe who had a piece of cop- 
per on their heads. Nothing pleafed him 
fo much as a tin plate, in which he made a 
hole and hung it over his breaft, as a piece 
of defenfive armour. He fupplied them every 
day with venifon, fifh, and fruits, and invited 
them to vifit him at his village, on the north 
end of an ifland called Roanoke. 

This village confifted of nine houfes, built 
of cedar, and fortified with fharp palifades. 
When the Englifli arrived there in their boat, 
Granganimep was abfent $ but his wife en- 
tertained them with the kindeft hofpitality, 
wafhed their feet and their clothes, order- 
ed 
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cd their boat to be drawn afhore and their 
oars to be fecured ; and then feafted them 
-with venifon, fifti* fruits, and homony.* 
Whilft they were at fupper* fome of her 
men came in from hunting, with their bows 
and arrows in their hands ; on which her 
guefts began to miftruft danger ; but (he or- 
dered their bows to be taken from them, and 
their arrows to be broken ; and then turned 
them out at the gate. The Englifli however 
thought it moft prudent to*pafs the night in 
their boat, which they launched and laid at 
anchor. At this (he was much grieved j but, 
finding all her folicitations inefFettual, (he 
ordered the vi&uals in the pots to be put on 
.board, with mats to cover the people from 
the rain j and appointed feveral perfons of 
:both fexes to keep guard on the beach during 
the whole night. Could there be a more en- 
gaging fpecimen of generous hofpitality ? 

Thefe people were charafterized as " gen- 
tle, loving and faithful $ void of guile and 
treachery $ living after the manner of the 
golden age $ caring only to feed themfclves, 
with fuch food as the foil affordeth, and to 

defend 

* Horaony is made of Indian corn beaten in a mortar and 
feparated from the bran ; then boiled either by itfelf of in the 
broth of meat. 

Oa 
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defend tbemfelves from the cold, in their 
fhort winter." 

No farther difcovery was made of the coun- 
try by thefe adventurers. From the natives 
they obtained fome uncertain account of its 
geography, and 0jf a (hip which had bom 
wrecked on the coaft between twenty and 
thirty years before. They carried away tuto 
of the natives, Wanchefe and Manteo ; and 
arrived in the weft. of England about the mid- 
dle of September/ 

The account of this difcovery was fo wel- 
come to Queen Elizabeth, that £he named die 
country Virginia ; either in memory of her 
own virginity, or becaufe it retained its vir- 
gin purity, and the people their primitive fim- 
plicity. 

About this time Raleigh was eleded knight 
of the fhire, for his native county of Devon 5 
and in the Parliament which was held in the 
fucceeding winter, he caufed a bill to be 
brought into the Houfe of Commons to con- 
firm his patent for the difcovery of foreign 
countries. After much debate, the bill 1*as 
carried through both houfes, and received the 
royal aflent. In addition to which, the Queen 
conferred on him the order of Knighthood.* 

A fecond 

* Stith, p. xu 
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A fecond expedition being refolved on, Sir 
Richard Grenvilk himfelf took the command*, 
and with fever* veflels, large and fmall, failed 
from Plymouth, on the ninth of April, 1 585.+ 
They went in the ufoal courfe by the Canaries 
add the Weft Indies ; where they took two 
Spanifh prizes, $ and, after nafrowly efcaping 
fhipwreck on Cape Fear, arrived at Wococon 
the 26th of June4 

The natives came, as before, to bid them 
welcome and to trade with them. Manteo, 
whom they had brought back, proved a faith- 
ful guide, and piloted them about from place 
to place. In an excurfion of eight days with 
their boats, they vifited feveral Indian villag- 
es, on the iflands and on the main, adjoining 
to Albemarle Sound. At one place, called 
Aquafcogok, an Indian flole from them a 
filver cup. Inquiry being made, the offen- 
der was dete&ed and promifed to reftore it ; 
but the promife being not fpeedily performed, 
a hafty and fevere revenge was taken, by the 
drderg of Grenviile ; the town was burnt and 
.thcrcorn deftroyed in the fields, (July 16) 

whilft 

+ Hakluytjiii. 251. 
J Mr. Stith miftakes in faying May 26, and Sir William Keith, 
who copies from him, adopts the fame miftake. 
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whilft die affrighted people fled to the woods 
for fafety. From this ill judged aft of via? 
lence, may be dated the misfortunes and fail- 
ure of this colony. 

Leaving one hundred and eight perfbns to 
attempt a fettlcment, Qrenville proceeded 
with his. fleet to theifland of Hatteras ; where 
hp received a vifit from Granganimeo, and 
then failed for England. On the 18th of 
September he arrived at Plymouth $ with a 
rich Spanifh prize which he had taken on 
the paffage. 

Of the colony left in Virginia, Ralph Lane 
was appointed Governor. He was a military 
man, of conflderable reputation in the fea- 
fervice, Philip Amadas, who had command- 
ed in the firft yoyage, was Admiral. They 
cjiofe the ifland of Roanoke in the mouth of 
Albemarle §ound, as the plape of their refi- 
denc§ ; and their chief employment was to 
explore and furycy the country, and defcribe 
the perfons and manners of its inhabitants. 
For tbef<? pijrppfes, Sir Walter Raleigh had 
f?nt John Wjthe, ap ingenious painter j. and 
Thopias IJeriot, a fkilful mathematician, and 
a mai} of curious observation : both of whom 
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performed their parts with fidelity and fuc- 
cefs.* 

The fartheft difcovery which they made to 
the fouthward of Roanoke was Secotan, an 
Indian town between the rivers of Pamptico 
and Neus, diftant eighty leagues. To the 
northward they went about forty leagues, to 
a nation called Chefepeags, on a fmall river 
now called Elifabeth, which falls into Chefe- 
peag Bay, below Norfolk. To the weft ward 
they went up Albemarle Sound and Chowan 
river, about forty leagues, to a nation called 
Chowanogs ; whofe King,Menatonona,amufed 
them with a fiory of a 'copper mine and a 
pearl fifliery ; in fearch of which they fpent 
much time and fo exhaufted their provifions, 

that 

* The drawings which Mr. Withe made were engraven and 
printed at Frankfort (1590,) by Theodore De Bry. They repre- 
fent the perfons and habits of the natives, their employments, di- 
verfions and fuperftitions. From thefe, the prints in Beverley's 
hiftory of Virginia are copied. 

Mr. Heriot wrote a topographical defcriptiph of the country 
and its natural hiftory, which is preferved in Hakluvt's collection 
vol. iii, 226. It was tranflated into Latin, and publiflted by De 
Pry in his collection of voyages. It has been fuppofed that Ra- 
leigh himfelf came to Virginia with this colony. This is a mif* 
take, grounded on a miftranflation of a paflage in Heript's narrative." 
It is thus expreffed in Englilh " The anions of thofe who have 
been by Sir Walter Raleigh therein employed." Which is 
thus rendered in the Latin tranflation, "qui generofum D. Wal- 
. terum Ralegh, in earn regionem c omit at i funt" Stith, p. 22. 

04 
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that they were glad to eat their dogs before 
they returned to Roanoke, 

During this excurfion, their friend Gran- 
ganimeo died ; and his brother Wingina dis- 
covered his hoftile difpofition toward the col- 
ony. The return of Mr. Lane and his party* 
from their excurfion, gave a check to his mal- 
ice for a while $ but he fecretly laid a plot 
for their deftrudtion i which being betrayed 
to the Englifh, they ieized all the boats on 
the ifland. This brought on a fkirmifh, in 
which five or fix Indians were killed, and the 
reft fled to the woods. After much jealoufy 
and diflimulation on "both fides, Wingina was 
drawn into a fnare ; and with eight of his 
men, fell a facrifice to the refentment of the 
Englifh. 

In a few days after Wingina's death, Sir 
Francis Drake, who had been cruifing againft 
the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, and had 
received orders from the Queen to vifit this 
colony, arrived with his fleet on the coaft ; and 
by the unanimous defire of the people, took 
them all oft" and carried them to England, 
where they arrived in July 1586. 

Within a fortnight after the departure of 
this unfortunate colony, Sir Richard Grenville 

arrived 
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arrived with three (hips for their relief. Find* 
ing their habitation abandoned, and being un- 
able to gain any intelligence of them ; ha 
landed fifty men* on the ifland of Roanoke* 
plentifully fupplied with provifions fpfr ttfr<a! 
years, and then returned to England. 

The next year (1587) three fhips were font* 
under the command of John White, who 
was appointed Governor of the colony, wkk 
twelve Counsellors. To them Raleigh gave 
a charter of incorporation for the city of Ra- 
leigh, which he ordered them to build on the 
river Chefepeag, the northern extent of the 
difcovery. After narrowly efcaping fhipwreck 
on Cape Fear, they arrived at Hatteras, on 
the 22d of July, and fent a party to Roanoke 
to look for the fecond colony of fifty men* 
They found no perfon living, and the bones 
of but one dead. The huts were (landing; 
but were overgrown with bufties and weeds* 
In converfation with fome of the natives, they 
were informed, that the colony had been de-r 
flroyed by Wingina's people, in revenge of 
his death. 

Mr. White endeavoured to renew a friendly 
intercourfe with thofe natives ; but their jea- 
loufy rendered them implacable. He there- 
fore 
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fore went acrofs the water to the main with 
a party of twenty five men, and came fudden- 
ly on a company of friendly Indians, who 
were feated round a fire, one of whom they 
killed before they difcoverod the miftake. 

Two remarkable events are mentioned as 
happening at this time*; one was the baptifm 
of Manteo, the faithful Indian guide ; the 
other was the birth of a female child, daugh- 
ter of Ananias Dare, one of the Council ; 
which, being the firft child born in the colo- 
ny, was named Virginia. 

By this time (Auguft 21) the fliips had un- 
loaded their ftores and were preparing to re- 
turn to England. It was evident that a farth- 
er fupply was neccflary, and that fome perfon 
muft go home to folicit it. A difpute arofe 
in the Council on this point, and after much 
altercation, it was determined, that the Gov- 
ernor was the moft proper perfon, to be fent 
on this errand. The whole colony joined in 
rcquefting him to proceed, promifing to take 
care of his intereft in his abfence. With 
much reluftance he confented, on their fub- 
fcribing~ a teftimonial of his unwillingnefs to 
quit the plantation. He accordingly failed on 
the 37th of Auguft, and arrived in England 

the 
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the following November; The nation was 
in a ftate ef alarm apd apprehenfion on ac- 
count of the war with Spain, and of the in- 
vincible armada, which had threatened it 
with an invafion. Sir Walter Raleigh was 
one of the Queen's Council of war, as were 
alfo Sir Richard Grenville and Mr. Lanfc. 
Their time was wholly taken up with public 
confutations, and Governor White was o- 
bliged to wait, till the plan of operations a- 
gainft the enemy could be adjuftcd and carri- 
ed into execution. 

The next fpring, Raleigh and Grenville, who 
had the command of the militia in Cornwall, 
and were training them for the defence of the 
kingdom $ being ftrongly folicited by White, 
provided two fmall barks, which failed from 
Biddeford on the 2 2d of April 1588. Thefc 
veffels had commiffions as flrips of war, and 
being more intent on gain to themfelves, than 
relief to the colony, went in chace of prizes, 
and were both driven back by (hips of fuperi- 
or force, to the gre^t mortification of their 
patron, and the ruin of his colony. 

Thefe difappointments were a fource of 
vexation to Raleigh. He had expended forfjf 
tjicnjfand pounds, pf his own and other men's 

money. 
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money, in purfuit of his favourite objedt j and 
his gains were yet to come. He therefore 
made an alignment of his patent (March 7, 
1589) to Thomas Smith, and other merch- 
ants and adventurers, among whom was Gov- 
ernor White ; with a donation of one hun- 
dred pounds, for the propagation of the Chris- 
tian religon in Virginia. Being thus difen- 
gaged from the bufinefs of colonization ; he 
had full fcope for his martial genius, in the 
war with Spain. 

His affignees were not fo zealous in the pro- 
fedution of their bufinefs. It was not till the 
lpring of 1 590, that Governor White could 
return to his colony. Then, with three 
' fhips, he failed from Plymouth, and paffing 
through the Weft Indies, in queft of Spanifti 
prizes, he arrived at Hatteras on the 15 th of 
Auguft. From this place they obferved a 
finoke arifing on the ifland of Roanoke ; 
which gave them fome hope that the colony 
was there fubfifting ; on their coming to the 
place, they found old trees and grafs burning, 
ofbut no human being. On a poft of one 
of the houfes they faw the word Croatan, 
which gave thfem fome hope, that at the 
ifland of that name they fhould find their 

friends. 
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friends. They failed for that ifland ; which 
lay fouthward of Hatteras ; but a violent 
ftorm arifing, in which they loft their anch- 
ors, they were obliged to quit the inhofpita- 
blc cpaft and return home ; nor was any thing 
afterward heard of the unfortunate colony. 
..The next year (1591) Sir Richard Gren- 
vijle was mortally wounded in an engagement 
with a Spanifh fleet ; and died on board the 
Admiral's (hip, where he was prifoner. 

Raleigh, though difengaged from the bufi- 
nefs of colonizing Virginia, fent five times at 
his own expenfe to feek for and relieve his 
friends ; but the perfgns whom he employed, 
having more profitable bufinefs in the Weft 
Indies, either went not to the place, or were 
forced from it by ftrefs of weather ; it being 
a ternpeftuous region, and without any fafe 
harbour. The laft attempt which he made, 
was in 1602 ; the year before his imprifon- 
ment ; an event which gratified the malice 
of his enemies, and prepared the way for his 
death ; which was much lefs ignominious to 
him than to his fovereign, King James I, the 
Britifli Solomon ; fucceflbr to Elizabeth, the 
Britifli Deborah.* 

This ; 

* As a fpecimen of the language of that time* let the reader 
take the following extraft from Purchau 
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This unfortunate attempt to fettle a colony 
in Virginia, was produdlive of one thing which 
will always render it memorable, the intro- 
duction of tobacco into England. Carrier, in 
his vifit to Canada, fifty years before, had 
obferved that the natives ufed this weed 
fumigation, but it was an objedt of difguft 
to Frenchmen. Ralph Lane, at his return 
in 1586, brought it firft into Europe ; and 
Raleigh, who was a man of gaiety and faftiion, 
jiot only learned the ufe of it himfelf, but in- 
troduced it into the polite circles ; and evea 
the Queen herfelf gave encouragement to it. 
" Some humourous ftories refpedling it are ftill 
remembered. Raleigh laid a wager with the 
tQueen, that he would determine exadtly, the 
weight of fmoke which iffued from his pipe. 
This he did by firft weighing the tobacco and 
then the arties. When the Queen paid the 
wager, fhe pleafantly obferved, that many la- 
bourers had turned their gold into fmoke $ 
but that he was the firft who had converted 
fcioke into gold. 

It 

** He [i. e. King James] is beyond comparifon a raeer tranf- 
cendent, beyond all his predeceffars, princes of this realm ; be- 
yond the neigbouring princes of his own time ; beyond the 
conceit of fubje&s dazzled with fo much brightnefs ; beyond 
©tfr victorious Deborah, not in ffe* alone, but as peace is more ex- 
cellent than war, and Solomon than David ; in this alfo that he 
is 9 tod we enjoy his prefent funftrine." 
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It is alfo related that a fervant of Sir Wal- 
ter, bringing a tankard of ale into his ftudyas 
he was fmoking his pipe, and reading, was 
fo alarmed at the appearance of fmoke, ifluing 
out of his mouth, that he threw the ale into 
his face, and ran down to alarm the family, 
crying out that his mafter was on fire. 

King James had fo refined a tafte, that he 
not only held this Indian weed in great abhor- 
rence himfelf, but endeavoured, by proclama- 
tions and otherwife, to prevent the ufe of 
it among his fubjedts. But all his zeal and 
authority could not fupprefs it. Since his 
time it has become an important article of 
commerce, by which individuals in Europe 
and America, as well as colonies and nations, 
have rifen to great opulence. 



X. JOHN 
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X... JOHN DE FUCA. 

L WHEN , the exiftence of a weftern 
ptfatinent was known to the maritime nation? 
of Europi, one great object .of their in- 
$tiiry was., to find, through fonae openings 
which appeared in it, a paflage to India and 
China. Fqt this purpofe feyeral expenfive 
And uafucceftful voyages were made ; and ev- 
Pry hint which could throw any light on the 
jfofcjeft was eagerly fought and attended to, 
by thafe who considered its importance. 

John pe Fuca was a Greek, born in the 
jfland of Cephatonia in the Adriatic gulf. He 
had been employed in the fervice of Spain, in 
the Weft Indies, as a mariner and pilot, above 
forty years. Having loft his fortune, amount- 
ing (as he faid) to fixty thoufand ducats, when 
the Acapulco fliip was taken, by Captain 
Cavendiffi'an finglifhman ; and being difap- 
pointed of the recompenfe which he had ex- 
pected from the court of Spain ; he returned 
in difguft, to his native country, by the way 
of Italy ; that he might fpend the evening of 
his life, in peace and poverty, among his 
friends. 

At 
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At Florence he met with John Douglas, an 
fenglifliman, and went with him to Venice? 
There, Dough* introduced him to Michael 
Lock, who had beeri Conful of the Turkey 
company at Aleppo, and was then occafionaU 
ly refident in Venice, (a. 0. 1596.) 

In converfation with Mr. Lock, De Fuca 
gave him the following account of his advent 
tares* 

" That he had been feat by the Viceroy of 
Mexico, as pilot of three fmall veflels, to dif* 
cover the ftraits of Anian, on the weftern 
coaft of America ; through which, it was 
conjectured that a paflfyge might be found, in-* 
to fome of the deep bays on the caftern fide of 
the continents This voyage was fruftrated, by 
the mifcondudt of the commander, and the 
mutiny of the feamen, 

" In 1592 the Viceroy fent him again, with 
the command of a caravel and a pinnace, on the 
fame enterprize. Between the latitudes of 47 
and 48 N, he difcovcred an inlet, into which 
he entered and failed more than twenty days. 
At the entrance was a great headland, with an 
exceeding high pinnacle or fpired rock, like a 
pillar. Within the ftrait, the land ftretched 
N< W< and N.E. and alfo E, and S.E. It was* 
P much 
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much wider within, than at the entrance, and 
contained many iflands.* The inhabitants were 
clad in thefkins of beads. The land appear- 
ed to be fertile like that of New Spain, and 
was rich in gold and filver. 

" Suppofing that he had accomplifhed the 
intention of the voyage and penetrated into 
the North Sea ; but not being ftrong enough, 
to refift the force of the numerous favages, 
who appeared on the fhores ; he returned to 
Acapulco, before the expiration of the year." 

Such was the account given by De Fuca ; 
and Mr. Lock was fo impreffed with the fin- 
cerity of the relation and the advantages which 
his countrymen might derive from a know- 
ledge of this ftrait ; that he earneftly urged 
him to enter into the fervice of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and perfedt the difcovery. He fucceed- 
ed fo far, as to obtain a promife from the 
Greek, though fixty years old$ that if the 
Queen would furnifli him with one fliip, of 
forty tons, and a pinnace, he would undertake 
the voyage. He was the more eafily per- 
fuaded to this, by a hope that the Queen 
would make him fome recompencc for the 
lofs of his fortune by Capt. Cavendifh. 

Mr. 



r 
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Mr. Lock wrote to the Lord Treafarer 
Cecil, Sir Walter Raleigh and Mr. Hakluyt; 
requefting that they would forward the 
fcheme, and that one hundred pounds might 
be advanced to bring De Fuca to England. 
The fcheme was approved ; but the money 
was not advanced. Lock was fo much en- 
gaged in it, that he would have fent him to 
England at his own expenfe ; but he was 
then endeavouring to recover at law, his de- 
mands from the Turkey company, and could 
not difburfe the money. The pilot there- 
fore returned to Cephalonia ; and Lock kept 
up a correfpondence with him, till 1602, 
when he heard of his death. 

Though this account, preferved by Pur- 
chas,* bears fufficient marks of authenticity ; 
yet it has been rcje6ted as fabulous for nearly 
two centuries ; and is treated fo even by the 
very candid Dr. Forfter.-f Recent voyages 
however, have eftablifhed the exiftence of the 
ft rait ; and Dc Fuca is no longer to be con- 
fidered as an impoftor ; though the gold and 
filvcr in his account were but conje&ural. 

The ftrait which now bears his name is 
formed by land, which is fuppofed to be the 

continent 

* Lib. iv, chap, xx, p. 849. + Northern voyages, p. 451, 

p 2 
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continent of America on one fide ; and by a 
very extenfive clufter of iflands on the other. 
Its fouthern entrance lies in lat. 48 20' N. 
long* 124 W. from Greenwich, and is about 
feven leagues wide. On the larboard fide, 
which is compofed of iflands, the land is very 
mountainous •> rifing abruptly in high and 
fharp peaks. On the {larboard fide, is a point 
of land terminating in a remarkably tall rock, 
called the pillar. Within the entrance, the 
paflage grows wider, extending to the S. E. 
N. and N. W. and is full of iflands. On the 
E. and N. E. at a great diftance are feen the 
tops of mountains ; fuppofed to be on the 
continent ; but the fhips trading for furs have 
not penetrated far to the eaftward ; the lea 
otters being their principal objeft, and the 
land furs of fmall confideration. For this 
reafon, the eaftern boundary of the inland fea 
is not yet fully explored. The ftrait turns to 
the N. and N. W. encompafling a large 
clufter of iflands, among which is fituatc 
Nootka Sound, and comes into the Pacific 
ocean again in lat. 51 15', long. 128 40*. 
This extremity of the ftrait is called its north- 
ern entrance, and is wider than the fouthern. 

Another 
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Another ftrait has been lately feen which is 
fuppofed to" be that of De Fonte, a Spanifh 
Admiral, difcovered in 1640 ; the exiftenceof 
which has alfo been treated as fabulous. The 
clufter of iflands, called by the Britifh feamen 
Queen Charlotte's, and by the Americans, 
Wafhington's iflands, are in the very fpot 
where De Fonte placed the Archipelago ©f 
St. Lazarus.* The entrance only of this 
ftrait has been vifited by the fur (hips. 1% 
lies in lat. 54 35' and long. 131° 

Thefe recent and well eftabliftied fa&s may 
induce us, to treat the relations of former 
voyages with decent refpedt. The circum- 
navigation of Africa by the ancient Phenicians, 
was for feveral ages deemed fabulous by the 
learned Greeks and Romans, But its credit 
bility was fully eftabliflied by the Portuguefe? 
difcoveries in the fifteenth century. In liks 
manner the difcoveries of De Fuca and Dq 

Fonte 

* See the Critical Review, January, 1791. 

+ For this information I am indebted to CapXaii* Robert 
Gray ; who has the lad fummer, (1793) returned from a fecond 
circumnavigation of the globe in the fhip Columbia of Bofion. 
He has failed quite through the ftrait of De Fuca; and feen the 
entrance of that of De Fonte, The latitudes and longitudes of 
thefe places are taken from a very neat and accurate map of the 
N. W. coaft of America, drawn by Mr. Haswell, firii Mate 
of the Columbia in her late voyage. 
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Fonte which have long been ftigmatized by 
geographers as pretended, and marked in their 
maps as imaginary, are now known to have 
been founded in truth, though from the im- 
perfection of inftruments or the inaccuracy of 
hiftorians, the degrees and minutes of latitude 
and longitude were not precifely marked, and 
though fomc circumftances in their accounts 
are but conjectural. Farther difcoveries may 
throw new light on the fubjedt, and though 
perhaps a N. W. paffage, -by fea, from the 
Atlantic into the Pacific may not exift ; yet 
bays, rivers and lakes are fo frequent in thofe 
northern regions of our continent that an in- 
land navigation may be practicable. 

It has been fuggefted that the company of 
Englifh merchants who enjoy an exclulive 
trade to Hudfon's Bay have, from interefted 
motives, concealed their knowledge of its 
weftern extremities. Whether there be any 
juft foundation for this cenfure, I do not pre- 
tend to determine ; but a furvey is feid to be 
now making, from which, it is hoped, that 
this long contefted queftion of a N. W. pafT- 
age will receive a full folution. 

XL BARTHOLOMEW 
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XI. BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD, 

THE unfortunate iffue of Raleigh's at- 
tempt to make a fettlement in America, to- 
gether with the war with Spain, which con- 
tinued for feveral years, gave a check to the 
fpirit of colonizing. In the beginning of the 
leventeenth century it was revived by Bar- 
tholomew Gosnold, an intrepid mariner 
in the weft of England. At whofe expenfe 
he undertook his voyage, to the northern part 
of Virginia, does not appear; but, on the 
26th of March 1602, he failed from Fal- 
mouth, in Cornwall, in a fmall bark, with 
thirty two men. Inftead of going by the 
way of the Canaries and the Weft Indies, he 
kept as far north as the winds would permit, 
and was the firft Englifliman who came in a 
diredt courfe to this part of America. 

On the 14th of May they made the land, 
and met with a fhallop of European fabric, 
in which were eight favages, one of whom 
was drefled in European clothes ; from which 
they concluded that fome unfortunate fiflier- 
men of Bifcay or Brittany, had been wrecked 
on the coaft. / 

P 4 The 
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The next day they had again fight of land, 
whi^h appeared like an ifland, by reafon of a 
large found which lay between it and the 
piain. This found they called Shole Hope. 
Near this cape they took a great number of 
cod, from which circumftance they named 
the land Cape Cod. Jt is defcribed as a low 
{andy (hore in the latitude of 42 . The Cap- 
tain went on fljore and found the fand very 
deep. A young Jndian, with plates of copper 
hanging to his ears, and a bow and arrows iij. 
his hand, came to him, and jn a friendly man- 
ner offered his fcrvice. 

On the 1 6 th, they coafted the land fouth^- 
prly, and at the end of twelve leagues difcov- 
ered a point, with breakers at 3 diftance ; and, 
in attempting to double it, came fuddenly in-r 
to (hoal water. To this point of land they 
gave the name of Point Care ; it is now calU 
ed Sandy Point, and forms the foutheaftern 
extremity of the county of Barnftable, in 
Maffachufetts, 

Finding themfelves furrouqded by (hoals 
and breakers, they lay at anchor till they had 
examined the coaft and foundings in their 
boat ; during which time fome of the natives 
piade them a vifit. One of them had a platp 
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of copper over hhrbneaft, afoot ii^ lengfih and 
half a foot in breadth ; the others had ptful- 
ants of the ^Hie -metal as their ears : they ajLl 
had pipes arid tobacco, of which they were 
very fond. 

In furveying thecoaft they difcovered 
breakers lying off a point of land, which they 
denominated Gilbert's Point; it is How call- 
ed Point Gammon, and forms the eastern fide 
of the harbour of Hyennes. u ^ 

On the 19th they palTed the breach of Gil- 
bert's Point, in four and five fathoms of water, 
and anchored a league or more to the weft- 
ward of it. Several hummocks and hills 
appeared, which at firft were taken to be 
iflands $ thefe were the high lands of Barnfta- 
ble and Yarmouth. 

To the weft ward of Gilbert's Point, ap- 
peared an opening, which Gofnold imagined 
to have a communication with the fuppofed 
found which he had feen weftward of Cape 
Cod; he therefore gave it the fame name 
Shole Hope j but finding the water to be no 
more than three fathoms deep, at the diftance 
of a league, he did not attempt to enter it. 
JFrom this opening, the land tended to the 
fouthweft ; and, in cpafting it, they came to 

m 
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ifland to which they gave the name of 
JSflartbas Vineyard. This ifland is defcribed 
3S_"diftant eight leagues from Shole Hope, 
five miles in circuit, and uninhabited ; full 
of, wood, vines and berries : here they faw 
deer and took abundance of cod." 

From their flation off this ifland, where 
they rode in eight fathoms, they failed on the 
34th ; and doubled the cape of another ifland, 
next to it, which they called Dover cliff: 
this courfe brought them into a found, where 
they anchored for the night, and the next 
morning fent their boat to examine another 
cape, which lay between them and the main, 
from which projected a ledge of rocks, a mile 
into the fea, but all above water, and not dan- 
gerous. Having pafled round them, they 
came to anchor again, in one of the fineft 
founds, which they had ever feen; and to 
which they gave the name of Gofnold's Hope. 
On the northern fide of it was the main ; and 
on the fouthern, parallel to it, at the diftance 
of four leagues, was a large ifland which they 
called Elizabeth, in honor of their Queen* 
On this ifland they determined to take up 
their abode - y and pitched upon a fmall woody 
iflet in the middle of a freih pond, as a fafe 

place 
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place to build their fort. A little to the 
northward of this large ifland lay a fmall one 
half a mile in compafs, and full of cedars. 
This they called Hill's Hap. On the op* 
pofite northern (hore appeared another fimi- 
lar elevafion to which they gave the name of 
Hap's Hill. 

By this defcription of the coaft it is evident 
that the found into which Gofnold entered 
was Buzzard's Bay. The ifland which he 
called Martha's Vineyard, was not that which 
now goes by that name, but a fmall ifland, 
the eafternmoft of thofe whfch are known by 
the name of Elizabeth's iflands. It is called 
by the Indians Nenimiffett its prefent cir- 
cumference is about four miles, but it has 
doubtlefs been diminiflied fince Gofnold's 
time, by the force of the tides which fet into 
and out of the bay with great rapidity. Its 
natural productions and pleafant fituation an- 
fwer well to his defcription ; and deer are 
frequently feen and hunted upon it : but 
none were ever known to have been on the 
great ifland, now called Martha's Vineyard ; 
which is above twenty miles in length and 
was always full of inhabitants. For what 
reafon and at what time the name was tranf- 

ferred 
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jferrcd from the one to the other, I have not 
yet learned, 

; The cliff named Dover is fuppofed to be 
the eaftern head of a fmall ifland which was 
called by the natives Onky Tonky,and is now 
corrupted into Uncle Timmy. The rocky 
ledge is called Rattlefnake Neck. Hill's 
J&ap. confifts pow of two very fmall iflands 
Called Wicpeckets. There is every appear- 
^wacej that thefe were formerly united; and 
there are now a. few cedars on them. Hap's 
Hill, on the oppofite part of the main, is a 
fipall elevated ifland, of an oval form, near the 
mouth of a river which paffes through the 
towns of Wareham and Rochefter. It is a 
confpicuous obje& to navigators. 

The ifland on which Gofnold and his com- 
pany took Up their abode, is now called by its 
Indian name Naufhaun, and is the property of 
the Honourable James Bo wdoin, of Bof- 
ton, to whom I am indebted for thefe remarks 
on Gofnold's journal, which is extant at large 
in Purchas's collections.* 

Near the fouthweft end of Naufhaun is a 
large frefh pond ; fuch an one as anfwers to 
Gofnold's defcription, excepting that there is 

no 

* Vol. v,p. 1647* 
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no iflet in the middle of it. The fliorfe ' 
fandy ; but what revolution may havfc tifcSK 
place within the fpace of almoft twb cefttuiries 
paft, we cannot fay. - 

Whilft fome of Gofnold's men laboured hi 
building a fort and ftore houfe on the fmall 
ifland in the pond, and a flat boat to go iGAt $ 
he crofled the bay in his veflel and difcbverti 
the mouths of two rivers : one was that'-MAiit 
which lay Hap's Hill, and the other, that, Olri 
the (hore of which the town of New-Bedford 
is now built. 

After five days abfence, Gofnold returned 
to the ifland and was received by his people 
with great ceremony j on account of an Indian 
chief and fifty of his men who were there on 
a vifit. To this chief they prefented a ftraw 
hat and two knives $ the hat he little regarded ; 
but the knives were highly valued. They 
feafted thefe favages with fifli and muftard, 
and diverted themfelves with the effeft of the 
muftard on their nofes. One of them ftole a 
target, but it was reftored. They did not ap- 
pear to be inhabitants, but occafional vifitants 
at the ifland, for the fake of gathering (hell- 
fifh. Four of them remained, after the others 

were 
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were gone, and helped the Englifti to dig the 
roots of faffafras ; with which, as well as the 
furs which they bought of the Indians, the 
veffel was loaded. 

After fpending three weeks in preparing a 
ftore houfe, when they came to divide their 
provifion, there was not enough to vi&ual the 
(hip, and to fubfift the planters till the /hip's 
return. Somejealoufy alfo arofe about the 
intentions of thofe who were going back; 
and after five days confultation they determin- 
ed to give up their deiign of planting, and re- 
turn to England. On the eighteenth of June 
they failed out of the bay through the fame 
paflage by which they had entered it ; and on 
the twenty third of July they arrived at Ex- 
mouth, in the weft of England. 

Gofnold's intention was to have remained 
with a part of his men, and to have fent Gil- 
bert, the fecond in command, to England, for 
farther fupplies ; but half of fo fmall a com- 
pany would not have been a fufficient num- 
ber to refift thefavages,had they been difpofed 
to attack them. 

After' his return to England he was inde- 
fatigable in his endeavours to forward the fet- 
tling 
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fettling of a colony in America, and was one 
of thofe who embarked in the next expedn. 
tion for Virginia, where he had the rank of a* 
Counfellor, and where he died, in. the year. 
1607. 
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THOUGH the early part of the life 
of this extraordinary man was fpent in foreign: 
travels and adventures which have no refer- 
ence to America ; yet the incidents of that 
period fo ftrongly mark his charaiter, and 
give fuch a tindfcure to his fubfequent adtions, 
and are withal fo Angular in themfelves, that 
no reader (it is prefumed) will cenfure the in- 
troduttion of them here as impertinent. 

He was born at Willoughby, in Lincolri- 
fliire, in the year 1 579.* From the firft dawtt 
of reafon, he difcovered a roving and roman- 
tic genius, and delighted in extravagant and 
daring adtions among his fchool fellows. 
When about thirteen years of age, he fold his 
books and fatchel, and his puerile trinkets, to 

raifc 

* This is determined by an infeription annexed to his portrait on 
his map of New- England——" iEtat 37. Anno 1616." 

This portrait reprefents him clad in armour and under it are 
thefe verfes : 

" Such are the lines that fhew thy face ; but thofe 

That {hew thy grace and glory brighter bee ; 
Thy faire difcoveries and fowle overthrowes 

Of falvages much civilized by thee, 
Beft (hew thy fpirit, and to it glory win, 

So thou ar( bra£t without, but goldi within/' 
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raifc money, with a view to convey himfelf 
privately to feaj but the death of his father 
put a ftop for the prcfent to this attempt* and 
threw him into the hands of guardians, who en- 
deavoured to check the ardour of his genius, by 
confining him to a compting houfe. Being put 
apprentice to a merchant at Lynn, at the age 
of fifteen, he at firft conceived hopes that his 
mafter would fend him to fea in his fervice, 
but this hope failing, he quitted his mafter, 
and with only ten (hillings in his pocket, en- 
tered into the train of a young nobleman who 
was travelling to France. At Orleans he was 
difcharged from his attendance on lord Bertie, 
and had money given him to return to Eng- 
land. With this money he vifited Paris* and 
proceeded to the Low Countries, where he en- 
lifted as a foldier, and learned the rudiments 
of war, a fcience peculiarly agreeable to his 
ardent and adtive genius. Meeting with a 
Scots gentleman abroad, he was perfuad- 
to pafs into Scotland, with the promife of be- 
ing ftrongly recommended to King James % 
but being baffled in this expe&ation, he re- 
turned to his native town, and finding no 
company there which fuited his tafte, he 
built a booth in a wood, and betook himfelf 

to 



tp tjjc finely of military ^iljtQry^nd tadtics, di T 
verting himfelf at i^teryala with h&hocfs and 

lance ; in which pxercife Jhe at length found 
a companion^ an Italian gentlen^n>cider to..t|?p 
earl, of Lincoln, who drew him from his fyl T 
van retirement to TatteriaL " 

Having recovered a part of the eftate whwjji 

ihU father liad left him, he put himfelf iatp 
9 better condition than before,, and fet off 
again on his travels, in the winter of the yp$r 
1596, being then only feventeen years of 
age. His firft ftage was Flanders, where 
meeting with a Frenchman who pretended to 

. be heir tQ a noble family, he,, with his three 
attendants, prevailed upon Smith to go with 
them to France. . In a dark night they arrived 
3t St. Valery in Piqardy, and, by the conqi- 
yance pf the (hip matter, the Frenchmen were 
carried afliore with the trunks of our youijg 
traveller, whilft he was left on board till the 

* return of the boat.. In the mean time tfopy 

s had conveyed the baggage out of his reach, 
and were not to be found. A failor on board, 
who knew the villains, generoufly undertook 
to conduS him to Mortaine where, they lived, 
and fupplied his wstfits till their arrival at the 
place, .Hers, he foupd their friends, from 

/ whom Jje /;oqU gain, up xccompcnce ; but the 
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report 6f Kte fiiffirfiii^s indiiced feverafi petforii 
of dlftHiftibli 4o invite him to theft hdiifeV. 

Eager te'parfue nis travels,and not caring td 
recdve faVbtirs which He was 5 uiiable to Re- 
quite, he left his new friends and wdnt ftatk 
port to port in fearch of t fhip of war: ' In 
ohti of thefe rambles, near Dinan, it Was hid 
chance to meei one of the villains who had 
robbed him; Without Tpeikirig a toJril, 
they both drtW j and Smith having wound- 
ed and di&rmed his antagonlft, obliged him 
to confefs his guilt before a number of per- 
Ions who had aflembled on the occafion.' Sat- 
isfied Vrith his victory, he fetircd to this feat 
of art acquaintance, the earl of Ployer, Who 
had been brought up in Enghftd, and Kaviftg 
received fupplies from hiito; he travelled 'albng 
the French coaff to Bayonne, and from thence 
ttoffed over to Marfeilles ; yifiting andbb&rv- 
ing every thing in his 'way which had any 
reference to naval or military architecture/ 

At Marfeilles he embarked for Italy, in 
company with a rabble of pilgrims. Th© 
fhip wis foredd by a tdmpeft into the haf hour 
of Toulon, atid afterward was obliged by a 
* contrary wind to anchor under ' the tittle 
Hland of St. Mdry/off Nic^ iff'-^yr ^he 
7 bigotry of pft£^^ 

Q 2 their 
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their ill fortune to the prefence of a heretic on 
board. They devoutly curfed Smith, and hi» 
Queen Elizabeth, and in a fit o£ pious rage 
threw, him into thefea. He fwam to the 
ifland, and the next day was taken on board a 
£hip of St* Malo which had alfo put in there 
for (helter. The mafter of the fhip, who was 
well known to his noble friend the earl of . 
Ploy er, entertained him kindly, and carried him 
to Alexandria in Egypt ; frpm thence he; 
coafted the Levant ; and on his. return had 
the high fatisfa&ion of a naval engagement 
with a Venetian Ihip, which they took and - 
rifled of her rich cargo. Smith was fet on . 
fhore at Antibes with a box of a thouiand 
chequins, (about 2000 dollars) by the help 
of which he made the tour of Italy, crowed 
the, Adriatic and travelled into Stiria, to the 
feat of Ferdinand, Archduke of Auftria. Here 
he met with an Englifti and an Irifh Jefuit 
who introduced him to lord Eberfpaught> 
baron Kizel and other officers of diftinftion, 
and here he found full fcope for his genius ; 
for the emperor being then at war with the 
Turks, he enjtered into his army as a vol- 
unteer. 

He 



r 
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He had corhmunicaSted to Eberfpaught a 
method of converting at a diftance by fignals 
made with torches, which being alternately 
Ihown and hidden a certain number of times, 
defignated every letter of the alphabet. He 
had foon after an opportunity of making the 
experiment. , Eberfpaught being befieged.by 
the Turks in the ftrong town of Olimpach', 
was cut off from all intelligence and hope of 
fuccour from his friends. Smith propofed 
his method of communication to baron Kizel, 
who approved it, and allowed him to put it ■ 
in practice.* He was conveyed by a guard to a 
hill within view of the town, and fufficiently 
remote from the Turkifli camp. At the dis- 
play of the iignal, Eberfpaught knew anil an- 
fweredit, and Smith conveyed to him this 
intelligence, " Thurfday night, I will charge 

on 

* The method is this. Firft, three . torches are mown in a 
line equi-diftant from each other, which are an f we red by three 
others in the fame manner. Then the meflage being written as 
briefly as poflible, and the alphabet divided into two parts, the 
letters from A to L are fignified by mowing and hiding one light, 
as often as there are letters from A to that letter, which you 
mean. The letters from M to Z by two lights in the fame man* 
ncr. The end of a word is fignificd by mowing three lights. At 
every letter, the light flands till the other party may write it down 
and anfwer by his fignal, which is one light. 
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pa<tfc a* thb^ivmjiaU^thai)^ •* 3?Ke 
anfwer was wilk"v • ; Ju& befotc the a*fi 
tacky by Smith's advice* a great number, of 
ffit-iAtts^vms made :on another quartet^ 
jrbich dividai the attention xA the enemy, and 
gave advantage toths :aflSttUntei Who, bc^ 
tag! affifted fay* fatty from the town, kilW 
many of the Turks, drove others into th$ 
tpmz, and threw fuccburs into the place, 
5^hidh obliged the enemy the Aest day to raiik 
iJtaiiegc^ This welljCamdu&ai exploits .pr*M 
4u£td to our young ^venturer, tht command 
jofta company, con6fting>of 1. two hundred 
jftfty horfcmen in the regiment of count Mel* 
drick, a nobkmaordf Tranfylvania* srft 
:u The regime tmwhkh he ferved heifigtOtt 
gaged in fevera} hazardous entefprizes* Smith 
^^ifonaaoft in alVd^oger^ and diftingnifhffl 
iiimfcif both by his ingenuity' and by his val* 
bur^ and when Mddrkk Jeft the Imperii! 
BrinyJ and pafled jntQ the fervjep of his ijatira 
prince, Smith folloWedhim. -.-.>■" - T^- 
ro Attbe fiege of Regal, tjie Ottomans decided 
lihe flow apprpaches pf the Tranfylyaniaij 
dcttiyidkl ient a challenge, purporting that the 
Ttttbilha, to divm the ladies, would 
fight aty ? fin$e Capteui ef the Cliriftian trdop», 



ThH hohcmr^f^epftiB^ this chall&gbpbti^ 
dtteftriinedobjp fell oh*vCaptaia Smith* 
who, meeting? his antagjbnift ;ioiiu t opfel?aick; 
within vie* of. the ladies <ra th*/hatthiriertt$; 
at the (bond of mufic hBgaa^rthe cntoiixvl^ 
afid ioa'fliort tim^ kill^ him, ^ t bw aroog 
feis head in triumph to his gentraKithb lord 

-The dfcatk of the chief fo irritated'his friend 
Gtraalgo, that he fern: a particular thallou^e 
to the' coequerdr, vho, meeting him with 
the iame ceremonies, affcer a fmart coknhat* 
took off his hettd'al$>. Smith then in his 
turh feat a rrtefiage into the town> infoi:ntf% 
the ladies, that if they toiihed for inort divert 
fioen, they flwdd be wdcome to hi? head] in 
cafe their third Chatnpiftn could take : it, 
fFhis challenge was accepted by Bonamdlgi^ 
vtho urihorfed Sxriitk jand was near, gaining; 
the vidory* But remottnting inaocqtical 
moment, 1 he gave the Turk, a ifroke witfv im 
faulchion which braught him to the ground 
tad* iris head Wrfs addfcd to the number. . .'For 
thefe flngulafexplbits he .was hoixmred, with 
a'miiit^y v ptocQffi<m y <;ooflfting of fitfthQU&pd 
lAcn, three' kd Wf^ *&d the^ttfk^r heads 
cmjthe* points o$ tfcrte k&c?so -ifflifi^ *)m$ch 
f Q^4 remony 
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remony Smith was conduced to the pavilion 
of his general, who, after embracing him, 
prefented him with a horfe richly furniihed, 
a fcymitar and belt worth three hundred 
ducats, and a commiffion to be major in his 
regiment* The prince of Tranfylvania, after 
the capture of the place, made him a prefent 
of his pifture fet in gold, and a penfion of 
three hundred ducats per annum, and moreover 
granted him a coat of arms bearing three 
Turks' heads in a fhield. The patent was 
admitted and recorded in the college of 
Heralds in England, by Sir Henry Segar, 
garter king at arms* Smith was always proud 
of this diftinguifhing honour, and thefe arms 
are accordingly blazoned in the frontifpiece 
to his hiftory, with this motto, 
f( Vincere eft vivere." 
After this, the Tranfylvanian army was de-* 
felted by a body of Turks and Tartars near 
Rotpnton, and many brave men were flaio, 
among whom were nine Englifh and Scots 
.officers, who, after the faftiion of that day, had 
entered into this fcrvice, from a religious zeal 
to drive the Turks out of Chriftendoia. 
Smith was wounded in this battle and lay 
among tj>e dead. His habit djfeover^d hiiji 

to 
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to the vi&ors as a perfon of conference , 
they ufed him well till his wounds were heal- 
ed, and then fold him to the Baflia Bogal, 
who fent him as aprefent to his miftrefs 7r#- 
gabigzanda at Conftantinople, accompanied 
with a meffage, as full of vanity as void of 
truth, that he had conquered in battle a Bo- 
hemian nobleman, and prefented him to her 
as a flave. 

The prefent proved more acceptable to $te 
lady than her lord intended. She could fpeak 
Italian ; and Smith, in that language, not only 
informed her of his country and quality, but 
converged with her in fo pleating a manner as 
to gain her affedtions. The connexion prov- 
ed fo tender, that to fecure him for hetfelf and 
to prevent his being ill ufed or fold again, (he 
fent him to her brother the Baiha of Nalbraitz, 
in the country of the Cambrian Tartars, on 
the borders of the fea of Afoph. Her pte- 
tence was, that he ftiould there learn the mari- 
ners and language as well as religion of the 
Tartars. By the terms in which fhe wrote 
to her brother, he fufpe&ed her defign, and 
refolved to difappoint her; Within an hour 
lifter Smith's arrival he was ft ripped ; his 
bead and beard were fhaveo, an iron collar was 

put 
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coat of hair-cloth, and driven fo&feftif aQrtiig 
otter Chelftian (kvos. Ifchitf 'ifttefetftop* 
of red«*np^n/ btft ftottt the love of fci%-i$ifli 
trt&pwhb Wast* si gfea* dlft*n«e, and aot H8£I 
ty to *c U^ifoitt^' of Iris misfortune j ! -Tt# 
fcbpelefs condition of his fellow flaves ' c^tSd 8 
r**t alleviate fcitf &fpo^elfey. ' i : .d%> 
In the depth of his diftrefs, an opportUft&f 
presented far an-efdape, which ,ib a perftfc'«f 
a- lirfs -courageous and adventrous fpirit wtfiffcl 
have- proved an aggravation of mifery. •' 
was employed in threftring, at a grange;- kftq) 
large field about a league from the honfeYfatf 
his (tyrant, who in his daily vifits treated^nbii 
with ^obulivc language, accompanied fokff 
hlbws'and kfckd. • '■> This was more than Smldf 
could ^beac, #hfirefot© hatching ari . ofSpcoto^ 
nily whoriiio»o$her;fjirfon« ; waj prefent, htteff 
eUed a^roke.ftt^hiajfiwith his thtefhing iit^t 
ftnimerlt, whidi dtfpaicbed hiib. - Then lfidw 
ing his body in the ftra^r and flmttfng flie 
doors, he filled a bag with gran, mountotlM 
Baiha,'s, herfe, and betaking himfdf to- thtt 
d^artj .wwidcfeed, for two or >%hie& dayMiigie 
neraptiofft^ wj^,. aftid feiortanate a*net 
ffim W(frSl*i>6flgJaj ffcffon Mfate wight >$v& 
yjuniKtv.m information 
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to a pofl ere&ed it^aiilrctffcjrq^by toarjfea, 
m vrhich,W.f<W*ild the vqajfcU* t MdfeoVy, «4, 

Don; where was, ft RuiTiaa g%^irpQ 9< ^/CpiaA r 
Blander x>f which uaderAaiKUag tfeat *he ,wa# 
^phriftian, received hkrv : a>\inm&y'fr<tQQk 
off his iron collar, aad^^ 
Qtber governors ia that , region;* , * >Tteis, ? $ie 
lj^vdled ? >throoghi par* of Ruflja apd $«&$d fi 
$lhe got back *>hi« friertds in Tfanfylvaisia? ; 
jgjeeiving JKsfeftts ia*. his way from many peiN> 
fens q£ ^HfHp&ion, among *>hom< bo (particu* 
Ifcriy meAtkrfts achfcrkabie kdy> C&ttamata^ 
being always ^roud of his connexion with 
Aatfex; and fond of acknowledging thirir ffev- 
eura* At J Leipfic be met' with his r colomrJ, 
count Meldrick, &n& ; Sigiftaundv prints *<rf 
Ttanfylvankj who gave bfen 1500 diwat^ to 
repair his lofies. ? With' ttofe money hfc* waft 1 
odaided to travel throdgh Germany, Frafcetf 
anB Spakii atid bavingFvifitccf the kingdom of 
Morocco,? he refwrnea^y: ft* to England jf 
having uvhhi paflage esjdjfed the ple^ute of 
ai^rther flaval>erigagenftmt. At h&tttfiva! 4if 
kfe feative country he h^d>a tfeoii&^l 1r dlJ€at* 
jO fes patfe? vfWoh, wi* ^fefteftft&W haT 
n*; t unroof. » remaining 
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remaining in England, he devoted to feck 
adventures and make difcoveries in North 
America. 

Bartholomew Gofnold having conceived, a 
favourable idea of America, had made it .his 
bufinefs, on his return to England, to folick 
affiftance in profecuting difcoveries. Meet- 
ing with Captain Smith, he readily entered 
into his views, the employment being exadfy 
fuitcd to his enterprizing genius. Having en- 
gaged Edward Maria Wingfield, a merchant^ 
Robert Hunt, a clergyman, and feveral otherv 
they prevailed upon a number of noblemen* 
gentlemen, and merchants, to folicit a patent 
from the crown, by which the adventurers to 
Virginia became fubjedt to legal direction, and 
had the fupport and encouragement of a 
wealthy and refpe&able corporation ; which 
was ufually ftyled the South Virginia compa*. 
ny, or the London company, in diftin&ian - 
from the Plymouth company, who fuperin- 
tended the affairs of North Virginia. The * 
date of their patent was April 10, 1606, and' 
on the 19th of the following December, thratf 
(hips, one of one hundred tons, another of [ 
forty, and one of twenty, fell down the rive* 
Thames for Virginia, The commander was? 

Chriftopher 
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Chriftopher Newport, an experienced mari- 
ner. They had on board the neceflary per- 
fons and provifions for a colony ; and their 
orders for government were fealed in a box, 
whk;h was not to be opened till they Ihould 
arrive in Virginia. 

The fhips were kept in the Downs by bad : 
weather fix weeks, and afterward had a tern* 
peftuous voyage. They took the old route 
by the Canary and Caribbee iflands, and did 
not make the entrance of Chefapeak Bay till * 
the 26th of April 1607. From the begin- 
ning of their embarkation, there was a jealou- 
iy and diflention among the company. Smith 
and Hunt were friends, and both were envied 
and fufpedted by the others. Hunt was ju- 
dicious and patient, his office fecured him 
from infult. Smith was ardent and induftri- 
ous, courteous in his deportment, but liberal 
in his language. On fome fuggeftions that 
he intended to ufurp the government, and 
thai his confederates were difperfed among 
the companies of 'each ihip, he was made a 
prifoner from the time of their leaving the 
Canaries, and was under confinement when 
they arrived in the Chelapeak. When the 
box was opened it was found that Bartholo- 
mew 



mew Gofnold, John Smith, Edward Mi 
Wingfield, Chriftophcr Newport, John RtW 
cliff, John Martin, and George Kendal Were 
named to be of the council $ who were to chtift 
ajprefiderit {torn among themfelves ftrt-tibfe 
year, and the government was veiled in ift&Btti 
Matter* of moment wtre to be " examindd'^ 
& jury, but determined by the major pattW 
the council; in .which the prdident had^feS 
vetoes J'. : When the council was f&tififi 
WJngfidd was chofen p^efttJent^ and a d£&£ 
ration was: made of the reafons for #hi£A 
Smith was not admitted and fwdrn among^dfe 
others. ■■ "Sns 
.^.SeTOnteen ddjrs frdm their arrival Wer^'^jftft 
infceking a proper place for their firft-pfertfeft 
lion. The -foUtherh point" of the bay 
named Cape Henryy&nd- the northern Os£& 
Charles, : in honour af - the two Tons of TCSifg 
James. - To thelir& great river which : ^ty 
difeovered «hey gaVe'«he name of their iifttf- 
reign * and the nortberrt point of its entrtri& 
was called Point Comfort* -dn account 6t ffik 
good chaiifoel 4nd anchotege which tKey v f8dtfb 
there. On the flats they took' pien^\F*if 
oy fbi&r in Tome of x^rich x^ert pc^*; * and 

berries, 




3^aKi/^ met wifji five q£; tfe^narik^s, jiWy 
WHrt^d j th^oi tp ;lVeir . towri; : Kecongtmn, 
9ffc$Q* Hwaaptpa ;js:.«»wfc built? iHemot)iey 
^i#;fea{fe4 Wth cakes made of Iridiancorn, 

f«t^they prefent«4 ^l^.rn^iKe^. bea^aapd 
ptfyr,, triakets. , Ptpcec$fig Up. the ,rira> 
anotJ^qr company, of Indi&ns appeared in arnro. 
Tli(U£ thief, Apamatka, holding in one haiid 
Jlis how, and arrow, and ia . the other a pipe 
^tobac^o, demanded the. caufexrf their com- 
ing ; they made figns of peace, and were hd£» 
pit^ly : received. Qti the i3th:QfoMayi they 
pitched upon a peniaflila where the &ips 
cpijild lie in fix fathom wafer, moortd to 1 tie 
tree$, as the pJace of their - intended fettlcnicnt. 
J^ppc rthey were y^ted by P^piha, anothdr 
l^ia^ ^chief, who being tt^de aeqUHinted with 
t|ieir ,de%n t offered iicia ^ much land, as 
ll^ey wanted, *pd, f ftpr ward feat them a deer 
jfpx <heif eatertainr^nt. Qn this fppt they 
^piched their tents, aad gave it the* name of 

3aqwsrtowi>. . 

; , Ev^rjr inaa now employe^ ; qthef ( (in 
tfggpg andpjaatiog gardens, or awteog *i<rt», 
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or in cutting and riving timber to relade the 
fhips. The prefident at firft would admit of 
no martial exercife, nor allow any fortifica- 
tions to be made excepting the boughs of trees 
thrown together in the form of a half moon. 
Captain Newport took Smith and twenty more 
with him to difcover the head of James-river. 
In fix days they arrived at the falls, and eredfc- 
ing a crofs, as they had at Cape Henry, took 
pofleffion of the country in the name of King 
James. In this route they vifited Powha- 
tan, the principal Indian chief, or emperor. 
His town confifted of twelve houfes pleafantly 
iitiiate on a hill ; before which were three 
iflands, a little below the fpot where Rich- 
mond is now built. Captain Newport pre- 
lehted a hatchet to this prince, which he 
gratefully received, and when fome of his In- 
dians murmured at the coming of the Eng- 
lifh 'among them, he filenced them by faying 
€€ why fliould we be offended ? they hurt us 
not, nor take any thing by force ; they want 
only a little ground which we can eafily fpare.** 
This appearance of friendfliip was not much 
relied on, when at their return to James-town, 
they found that the company had been furprif- 
cd at theif work by a party of Indians, who 

had . 
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• had killed one and wounded feventeen others. - * 
A double headed (hot from one of the fhips 
had cut off a bough of a tree, which falling 
among the Indians, terrified and difp^rfed 
them. This incident obliged the Prefident 
to alter the plan of the fort, which was now 
a triangular palifade with a lunette at each an- 
gle ; and five pieces of artillery were mounted 
on the works, which were completed by the 
15th of June. It was alfo found neceflary to 
txercife the men at arms, to mount guard and 
be vigilant, for the Indians would furprife and 
moleft ftragglers, whilft by their fuperior a- 
gility they would efcape unhurt. 

The fliips being almoft ready to return, it 
was thcught proper that fome decifion fliould 
be had refpe&ing the allegations againft Smith. 
His acc ufers affedted commiferation, and pre- 
tended to refer him to the cenfure of the com- 
pany in England, rather than to expofe him, 
to a legal profecution which might injure his 
reputation or touch his life. Smith, who 
knew both their malice and their impotence, 
openly fcorned their pretended pity and defied 
their refentment. He had conduced himfelf 
fo unexceptionably in every employment 
which had been allotted to him, that he had 
R rendered 
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rendered himfelf very popular ; and his accus- 
ers had by a different condudt loft the affec- 
tions and confidence of the people. Thofe 
who had been fuborncd to accufe him ac- 
knowledged their fault, and difcovered the fe- 
cret arts which had been pradtifed againft 
him. He demanded a trial, and the iffue 
was, that the Prefident was adjudged to pay 
him two hundred pounds ; but when his pro- 
perty was feized in part of this fatisfadlion, 
Smith generoufly turned it into the common 
ftore, for the benefit of the colony. Such an 
adtion could not but increafe his popularity. 
Many other difficulties had arifen among 
them, which, by the influence of Smith, and 
the exhortations of Hunt, their chaplain,, 
were brought to a feemingly amicable conclu-s 
£on. Smith was admitted to his feat in the 
cpunealj and on the next Sunday they celebrate 
c2l the communion. At the fame time the 
Indians came in, and voluntarily, defired peace; 
With the good report of thefe tranfadtions 
Kewpprt failed for England on the 2zd of 
June, promifing to return in twenty wecfc$ 
"with frefh fupplies. 

The colony thus left in Virginia confifted 
of one hisndred and four perfons, in very rnif- 
. * erable 



SMITH* ii 5 $ 

crable circumftahces, especially on account of 
provifions, to which calamity their long 
voyage did not a little contribute, both as it 
confirmed their ftock, and deprived them of 
the opportunity of fowing feafonably in the 
fpring* Whilft the (hips remained* they 
could barter with the failors for bread ; but 
after their departure, each man's allowance 
was half a pint of damaged wheat, and as 
much barley, per day : the river, which at 
the flood was fait, and at the ebb was, muddy* 
afforded them their only drink ; it alfo fuppli-* 
ed them with fturgeon and fhellfifh. This 
kind of food, with theif continual labour in 
the heat of fummer, and their frequent Watch- 
ings by night in all weathers, having only the 
bare ground to lie on With but a flight cov- 
ering, produced difeafes among them j wliich 
by the month of September carried off fifty 
perfons, among whom was Captain GofnokL 
Thofe who remained were divided into three 
watches, of whom riot more than five in each 
were capable of duty at once. All this time 
the Prefidcnt, Wingfield* who had the key of 
the ftores, monopolized the few refrefhments 
which remained, and Was meditating to de- 
fert the plantation privately in the pinnace, 
R 2 and 
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and remove to the Weft Indies. Thefe things 
rendered him fo hateful to the reft, that they 
depofed him and eledted Ratcliffe in his room ; 
they alfo removed Kendal from his place in 
the council, fo that by the middle'of Septem- 
ber, three members only were left. 

. Ratcliffe, being a man of no refolution nor 
activity, committed the management of affairs 
abroad to Smith, in whom his confidence was 
not mifplaced. At the fame time the Indians 
in their neighbourhood brought in a plenti- 
ful fupply of fuch provifions as they had, 
which revived their drooping fpirits ; and 
Smith feeing the neceffity of exertion to fc- 
cure themfelves, and provide for the approach- 
ing winter, partly by his animating fpeeches, 
bpt more by his example, fet them to work 
in mowing and binding thatch, and in builds 
ing and covtring houfes. In thefe exercifefc 
he bore a large (hare, and in a fhort time gbe 
a fufficiency of houfes to make comfortable 
lodgings for all the people excepting himfelfc 
This being done, and the provifions which the 
natives had brought in being expended, ht 
picked a number of the beft hands and em* 
bac : ';ed in a Aral lop which they had brought 

from ^ 
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from England, to fearch the country for a- 
notber fupply. 

The party which accompanied Smith in 
this excurfion, confiftedef fix men, well arm- 
ed, but ill provided with clothing and other 
neceflaries. What was wanting in equipment 
was to be fupplied by refolution and addrefs ; 
and Smith's genius was equal to the attempt. 
They proceeded down the river to Kecoughtan 
[Hampton] where the natives, knowing the 
needy ftate of the colony, treated them with 
contempt, offering an ear of corn in exchange 
for a mufket, or a fword, and in like proper* 
tion for their fcant and tattered garments. 
Finding that courtefy and gentle treatment 
would not prevail, and that nothing was to 
be expedted in the way of barter, and morew 
over provoked by their con tempt,Smith order- 
ed his boat to be drawn on (hore and his men 
to fire at them. The* affrighted natives fied 
to the woods, whilft the party fearched their 
houfes in which they found jjlenty of corn ; 
but Smith did not permit his men to touch 
it ; expecting that the Indians would return 
and attack them. : They foon appeared to the 
number of fixty or feventy, formed into a 
fquare carrying their idol okee, compofed 
R 3 of 
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of fkins, fluffed with mofs and adorned with 
chains of copper. They were armed with 
clubs and targets, bows and arrows, and ad** 
vanced, finging, to the charge. The party re* 
ceived them with a volley of fhot, which 
brought feveral of them to the ground and 
their idol among them ; the reft fled again 
to the woods, from whence they fent a depu- 
tation to offer peace and redeem their god. 
Smith, having in his hands fo valuable a 
pledge, was able to bring them to his own 
terms ; he ftipulated that fix of them fhould 
cdme unarmed, and load his boat with corn, 
and on this condition he would be their friend 
and give them hatchets, beads and cbppch 
Thefe ftipulations were faithfully performed 
on both fides ; and the Indians in addition 
prefejited them with venifon, turkies, and 
other birds ; and continued finging and danc-r 
jng till their departure. 

The fuccefs of this attempt encouraged 
him to repeat his excurfions by land and wai- 
ter i in thecourfe of which he difcovered 
feveral branches of James-River, and parties 
larly the Chickahamony, from whofe fertile 
banks he hoped to fupply the colony with 
prpYxfiop, But induftry abroad will not make 

a flourifhing 
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a flouriihing plantation without economy at 
home. What he had taken pains and rifqued 
his life to provide, was c^relefsly and wanton- 
ly expended; the traffic with the natives : be- 
ing under no regulation, each perfon made his 
own bargain, and by out bidding each other 
they taught the Indians to fet a higher value 
oil their commodities, and to think themfelves 
cheated when they did hot all get the fame 
prices. This bred a jealoufy and fowed the 
feeds of a quarrel with them, which the colb- 
ny were in a poor condition to maintain, be- 
ing at variance among themfelves. 

The fhallop being again fitted for a trading 
voyage, whilft Smith was abroad on one of 
his ufual rambles, and the people being dis- 
contented with the indolence of Ratcfiffc, 
their prefident, and the long fic&nefs of Mar- 
tin; Wingfield and Kendal, who had been 
difplaced, took advantage of Smith's abfence, 
. and confpired with fome malcontents to fun 
away with the veiTel and go to England, 
Smith returned unexpeftedly, and the plot 
was difcovered. To prevent its execution, 
recourfe was had to arms, and Kendal was 
killed. Another attempt of the fame kind 
was made by RatclifFe himfelf, affifted by 
R 4 Archer j 
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Archer ; but Smith found means to defeat 
this alfo. He determined to keep poffeffion 
of the country, the value of which was daily 
rifing in his eftkmtion ; not only as a fource 
of wealth to individuals,but as a grand nation- 
al objeft ; and he knew that grpat undertak- 
ings could not be accomplifhed without la- 
bour and perfeverance. 

As the autumn advanced, the waters were 
covered with innumerable wild fowl ; which 
with the addition of corn, beans, and pump- 
kins, procured from the Indians, changed 
hunger into luxury, and abated the rage foe 
abandoning the country. Smith had been 
once up the river Chickahamony, but becaufe 
he had not penetrated to its fource, exceptioi*%_ 
were taken to his con4u£t as too dilatory* 
This imputation he determined to remove.. 
In his next voyage, he went fo high that; he 
was obliged to cut the trees, which had fall-, 
en into the river, to make his way through as 
far as his boat could fwim. He then left her 
in a fafe place, ordering his men not to quit 
her until his return ; then taking two of 
them, and two Indians for guides, he proceed- 
ed in one of their canoes to the meadows at 
the river's head; and leaving his two men 

with 
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with the canoe, he went with his Indian 
guides acrofs the meadows. A party of 300 
Indians below, had watched the motions of 
the boat. They firft furprized the ftraggling 
crew, and made one of them prifoner, from 
whom they learned that Smith was above. 
They next found the two men, whom he had 
left with the canoe, alleep by a fire, and killed 
them 1 then having difcovered Smith, they 
wounded him in the thigh with an -arrow.* 
Finding himfelf thus afiaulted, and wounded, 
he- hound one of his Indian guides with his 
garters to his left arm, and made uie of htm 
as a (hieWv whilft he difpatched three of his 
enemies and wounded fome others. Hfe waff 
retreating tahis canoe, when regarding hts 
enemies, more than his footfteps, he fudden>' t 
\y plunged with his gwide into an aozy creek, \ 
and ftuck feft in the mud. The Indians af r 
tonifhed at his bravery did not approach him, 
till almoft dead with cold, he threw away his 
arms, and begged them to draw ham out, 
which they did and led him to the fire, where 
his flain companions were lying. This fight 
admonished him what he was to expert. Be- 
ing revived by their chafing his benumbed 
limbs, he called for their chief, Opechanka- 

now, 
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now* King of Pamaunkec, to whom he pre- 
fented his ivory compafs and jdial. The vi- 
brations of the needle, and the fly under the 
glafs, which they could fee but not touch, 
afforded them much amufement ; and Smith, 
having learned fomething of their language, 
partly by* means of that, and partly by figns, 
entertained them with a defcription of the 
nature and ufes of the inftrument ; and gave 
them Aich a le&ure on the motions of the 
heavens and earth, as amazed them, and fuf- 
pended for a time, the execution of their pur* 
pofe. At length, curiofity being fatiated, 
they fattened him to a tree, and prepared to 
difpatch him with their arrows. At this in- 
ftant, the chief holding up the compafs, 
which he efteemed as a divinity, they laid 9- 
iide their arms, and forming amiUtary pro- 
cefiion, led him in triumph to their village 
Orapaxe. The order of their march was 
thus : they ranged, themfeives in a fingle file, 
the King in the midft, before him were bo?ne 
the arms taken from Smith and his compan- 
ions ; next after the King, came the prifonepr, 
held by three ftout favages ; and on each fide 
a file of fix. When they arrived at the vil- 
lage,, the old men, women, and children , came 



out to receive them ; after fome manoeuvre^ 
which had the appearance of regularity, they 
formed themfelves round the King and his 
prifoner, into a circle, dancing and iingmg, 
adorned with paint, furs, and feathers, bran- 
difliing their rattles, which were made of the 
tails of rattlefnakes. After three dahcet, 
they difperfed, and Smith was conducted to a 
long hut, guarded by forty men. There he 
was fo plentifully feafted with bread tiid vtm- 
fon, that he fufpetted their intention was 4 to 
"fatten and eat him. One of the Indians, to 
whom Smith had formerly given beads, 
brought him a garment of furs, to defend hihi 
from the cold. Another, whofe fon was th£n 
fick and dying, attempted to kill him^bt 
was prevented by the guard. Smith bef fig 
conduced to the dying youth, told them >iftht 
he had a medicine at James-town, 1 ~whfeh 
would cure him, if they would let him fetfch 
it $ but they had another defign, which was 
to furprize the place, and make life of him as 
a guide. To induce him to perform this fcr- 
vice, they promifed him his liberty, with as 
much land, and as many women, as would 
content him. Smith magnified the difficulty 
and danger of their attempt,from the ordnance, 
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mines and other defences of the place, which 
exceedingly terrified them, and to convince 
them of the truth of what he told them, ht 
wrote on a leaf of his pocket book, an invent 
tory of what he wanted, with fome directions 
to the people at the fort, how to affright the 
meffengers who went to deliver the letter. 
They returned in three days, reporting the . 
terror, into which they had been thrown, and 
when they produced the things for which hc^ 
had written, the whole company were afton~ . 
iihed at the power of his divination by the. 
/peaking leaf. 

After this they carried him through feveral 
nations, inhabiting the banks of the Potow- 
mack and Rapahanock, and at length brought 
him to Pamaunkee; where they performed a 
flrange ceremony, by which they intended to : 
divine, whether his intentions toward them r . 
were friendly or hoftile. The manner of it. 
was this : early in the morning a great fire was t 
made in a long houfe, and a mar fpread oa < 
each fide, on one of which he was placed, and 
the guard retired. Prefently, an Indian prieft, 
hideoufly painted, and drefled in furs and fnake 
fkins, came flapping in, and after a variety of 
uncouth noifes and geftures, drew a circle 

with 
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with meal round the fire. Then came in 
three more in the fame frightful drefs, and 
after they had performed their dance, three 
others. They all fat oppofite to him in a line, 
the chief pricft in the midft. After finging 
a fong, accompanied with the mufic of their 
rattles, the chief pricft laid down five grains 
of corn, and after a fhort fpeech three more ; 
this was repeated till the fire was encircled. 
Then continuing the incantation, he laid fticks 
between the divifibns of the corn. The whole 
day was fpent in thcfe ceremonies, with fail- 
ing ; and at night a feaft was prepared of the 
beaft meats which they had. The fame tricks 
were repeated the two following days. They 
told him that the circle of meal reprefented 
their country, the circle of corn the fea fliore, 
and the fticks his country ; they did not ac- 
quaint him, or he has not acquainted us with 
the refult of the operation ; but he obferved 
that the gunpowder, which they had taken 
from him, Was laid up among their corn, to 
be planted the neit fpring. 

After thefc ceremonies, they brought him 
to the emperor Powhatan, who received 
him in roydl ftate, clothed in & robe of 
racoon ikins, feated on a kind of throne, 

'elevated 
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elevated above the floor of a large hut, in the 
midft of which was a fire ; at each hand of 
the prince, fat two beautiful girls, his daugh- 
ters, and along each fide of the houfe, a row 
of his councilors, painted and adorned with 
feathers and (hells. At Smith's entrance a 
great fhout was made. The Queen of Apa- 
lAatox, brought him water to wafli his hands, 
and another ferved him with a bunch of 
feathers, inftead of a towel. Having feafted 
him after their manner, a long confutation 
was held, which being ended, two large ftones 
were brought in, on one of which his head 
was laid, and clubs were lifted up to beat out 
his brains. At this critical moment, Poca- 
hontas, the King's favourite daughter, flew 
to him, took his head in her arms, and laid 
her own upon it. Her tender intreaties pre- 
vailed. The king confented that Smith 
fliould live, to make hatchets for him, and 
ornaments for her. * 

Two days after, Powhatan caufed him to 
be brought to a diftant houfe ; where, after 
another threatening, he confirmed his promife,- 
and totd him he fhould return to the fort, and- 
fend him two pieces of cannon, and a grind- 
toe ; fiwr; which he: would give him the 
-'- A country 
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country of Capahoufick, and forever eftcen* 
him as his fob. Twelve guides accompany, 
ed him, and h? arrived at James-town, the 
next day. According to the ftipulation, tw 
guns and a Urge grindftone were offered them* 
hut having in vain tried to lift them, they 
were content to let them remain in their place. 
Smith, however, had the guns loaded, and 
difcharged a volley of ftones, at a tree cover- 
ed with icicles. The report and efledt con- 
founded them } but being pacified with a 
few tqys> they returned, carrying prefents to 
Powhatan and his daughter, of fuch things as 
gave them entire fatisfaftion. After this ad- 
ven^H^ the young princefs, Pocahontas, fre- . 
quently vifited the plantation,with her attend- 
ants, and the refrcfiunents which flie brought: 
from time to time proved the means of fayiog, 
many lives, which otherwife would have been 
loft, 

Smith's return happened at another critical 
jpnQur*. The colony was divided into parties, 
and th? malcontents, were: again preparing to 
quit; the ^country. * / His prefence a third time, 
defeated the projedfc ; in revenge for which thejr 
meditated to put him to death, undtr pretence 
that he had been; the means afmwder&ig ^ thr 
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two men who went with him in the canoe ; 
but by a proper application of valour and 
ltrengtb, he put his accufers under confine- 
ment, till an opportunity prefented for fend- 
ing them as prifoners to England. 

The misfortunes and mifmanagements of 
this Virginian colony, during the period here 
related, feem to have originated partly in the 
tempers and qualifications of the men who 
were appointed to command, and partly irt the 
nature and circumftances of the adventure* 
There could be no choice of men for the fer- 
vice,but among thofe who offered themfelves ; 
and thefe were prcviouily ftrangers to; each 
other, as well as different in their education, 
qualities and habits. Some of them had been 
ufed to the command of fhips, and partook, of 
the roughnefs of the element on which they 
were bred. It is perhaps, no great compli- 
ment to Smith, to fay that he was the heft 
qualified of them, for command ; fince *the 
event proved that none of them, who furviv- 
ed the firft iicknefs, had the confidence of 
the people in any degree. It is certain that 
his refolutton prevented the abandonment of 
the place the firft year ; his enterprizing fpi-» 
rit led to jan exploration of. the country, and 

acquainted 



SMITH* i 7 j 

acquainted them with its many ad Mintages % 
his captivity produced a& intercourfe with the 
favages ; and the fupplies gained frort them* 
chiefly by means of his addrefs, kept the pea-* 
pie alive till the fecond arrival of the fhipsa 
from England. The Virginians, therefore, 
jaftly regard him, if not as the father, yet as 
the fevkrar of that infant plantation* 

In the winter of 1607, Capt* Newport ar* 
rived from England in Virginia* The other 
(hip, commanded by Capt. Nelfon, which fait* 
ed at the fame time, was diffoafted on the 
American coaft, and blown off to the Weft- 
Indies. The fupplies ftnt by the company 
were received in Virginia with the moil cor- 
dial avidity ; but the general licehfe given to 
the failors, to trade with the favages, proved 
ftetrimental to the planters, as it raifcd the 
prices of their commodities fb high, that a 
pound of copper would not purchaie, what 
before could be bought for an ottnee. New- 
port himfelf was not free from this fpirit of 
profafion, fo common to feafering men, which 
he manifefted by fending prefents of various 
kinds to Powhatan, intending thereby to give 
htm an idea of the grandeur of the Englifh 
nation. Fn a vifit which he made to this 
S prince, 



pftiei, afeder fhfe cbnduft of Smkh, ohr ^? 
t&&ve& and' entettaiffcd r ^5tb ad^qdal fhe# 
of * feagfiiifieencc^j but v in Uradiagf wftlr ; ^e^ 
fitftege chief* he found hknfelf x^ 
Bfe*&a*a», in a lofty AAttn ' fpdk* to him thud f 
'%itis not agreeable to tfei gwatnefe of fad hi 
men as we ate, to trade like common people 
ibr triffes r Hy doWrt therefore at once ^ 
jtettt'gobds* and I vtitt give you the full vahi$ 
fo^them.^ Smith ^erctived the fnare^ *ri& 
warned Newport of it ; but he, thinkings W 
Atst bteve ^the favage prince, difplayed i thftr 
wtcdeof his ftore. Powhatan then fet fudr 
a price on his corn, that not more than- fdtnr 
hufbels cpuld be procured ; and the .intfcf- 
fxy Supplies could not have been hadj 5B 
Smith's genius, ever ready at invention* bid 
pot hit on an artifice which proved &ccefitfuL> 
He faad iecreted fome trifles, and ankmg thnh 
* parcel oibtue b*ads y which, feemmgly krtt 
carclcfs way, he glanced in the eyes of 'Plpfete 
fcatan. The bait caught him ; and he earn- 
l&ly defired to purefeafe 4hctn. - Smttbi f % 
ids turn, raifed the value of them/ exkdHrig 
&et8 as the moft precious jewel s r rtfembii4g 
the colour of the iky, and proper ^ only ibf< the 
4^left fovtreign^in tlic univerfc* Powhatatft 
^.i l\$ j 5: imagination 
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iq^natfoni^^loQftiffiffca Jjft mwk ,\&$$ ^ 

t*tm ; tmanli&ww* h&ndffcd Jmfl?lfef o9»TO; 
fpC^tA^ I^O^^pf -^l>»6j}ead6, M&::$W 
ptoXtd & wjcyigood hifrraourketshij Q9ft fecjpg 
vrtgr.much plcafid with- bia bargain*' in? «: 
frequent v^^tot Opfcanfcoeough, Ktog af : 
^BwfawftlBcew: ; thc C9topaby>> tree© pttwlainftdj 
MHth tlw 6me i.iad -of ^»Jenj}«f and arjjfeifefi 
Iwrgain «kxfed the fcftivity j by which OKtt*»y 
thb blue heads grow into -fijcb oftiroation, that 
acne bats the> prince* and i their families .. tarcs» 
aUs> to wear them* ■•: ua,; . . jj;\>} 
-idLotdcdiAvith tbis aoqoi%ion, thcf i ttfo&tn<* 
<td to James-town j where an tMihappyj fire bad 
iMuJfuniediweral of their feoufesv- wijth- much 
ofctheii! jptfovifions andtfonrittore. , JVfcjHuDt; 
tfeatihaplaia, loft hi* ; apparel :xndr iibracy ?ii 
this co©flagmtion>fl»i efcaped fir6na, it ; wi|th 
«^jthftcl#>te*:ap^i& tMfife. nwffori. 
tA9£ wie^^er^feltsii/theitihipr, flaying; jfr 
fjpr^urteen ^^Sjca^i^erwing e&oi^tyffer 
$he. Voyage ifeoqae, fc, $onV*fle4 their Jfcofil 
^vpjovifons, that before the wiorteriwas gwk 
litey wfrevitdttwd to ^ctet -cxtteroii^ an** 

iioiima^&ni v detention 
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detention for fo long " a time was thife : In 
ftifchmg for frefli i ii^f r :^'-thtf :k '-^hbM^ 
hood of James-tow*, they had ' di&overed If* 
a rivulet,' feme particles of a ydtowiih ififtgi 
g$a&, which their fihguin^ Paginations had 
refined into gdW duflL The aeal for this p«S* 
cibus matte* was fo ftrong, ' that in digghigi 
vfofliirig and packiftg it to complete the ladmg 
qlFtfce ihipi all btKe* cafes were abft*b@£ 
*Th5s was a tedious interval to Cape. Smith * 
judgment condemned their folly, his piii 
tletttie was exhaufted, and his paffion irritate^ 
and the only recompenfe which he had ft* 
this long vexation was, the pleaftwe of (baft! 
fag lame Wingficld aod Archer, when thf 
flbip departedr* ' 

The other (hip arrived in the fpring, tffid 
nbtwithfttrtding a long and unavoidable ctaftn- 
tidn in the Weft-Indies, brought themacoft*^ 
f6tftable fuppljr of provrfions. They took i$z 
vantage of the opening feafon, to rebuild fhift 
hbufes and chapel, repair the paJifades, 
jtfant corn for the enfomg fommer, 'lfi % dl 
which works the eSratinple ahd authority kSf 
Smfth, were of enVi^enit iervice. Every fftfli 
6f adfivity w&s fond of him, and thdfe 6£ *a 
cont^ry^dilpofit^w bf htafi. , " l 1l 
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w^ftfepofed-tJut ^ the 59ft9r 

*fy \o£ tb« fA|ooiaQAO^ beyond 4$c falU jpf 
JoQ^^v^Cf that they jBjght.hav£ iinxw;, wwjs 
pfohe interior JWts to fend -home to the com- 
pany j but a fray with the Indians dctaior^ 
hup at James- town* till the £foip ^uled 
ftogland, laden chiei% with' cedai;, !^$9f 
without another Specimen of the y^Upwjflu^ 
of whish Mwtin w^,£> fond, that jic tyMffc 
oharge of the packages jiimfelf and returned 
tx>- England. An acceffion of above one kfVXj 
dt^tnen, among whom were ieveral gold* 
faiths and refiners* l*ad been macje to coU 
«Hy> 4y the two >ll ihips, and a ne,w mena^ 
ber, Matthew Scrivener, was 
COtinciL ■ ■ ■ .. y 

_ : Haying fjwuihed the i^eflky\ bttfij^ ,Qf 
the fcafon, and diipatched the! Ibip, ^°thjP5 
yoyageof discovery was undertaken iGapfc 
Smith and fourteen others. Tbey \yentd9^9 
the river Quae *o f i£o&) : i n an open haijge M 
in <^mpmy with. the ihip,, and having parted 
with her*£ Cape £&nry, they ctqfTed the 
jjaouth of the bay, ^nd feU in with .a , duftcir 
pf iflands without Xape Charles, ^ Jwhich 
they gave t^en^ne ^..£1^^^ 
they , ftill bear. Then re-entering the bay 
S 3 they 
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ihiy landed tfri thd eirterii ne^k/ ^nd'^cfe 
iundly received by Acorriack, the pnttbe' ^edF 
piE ^ni^ula, a part of Whidftrtffi b&W^ 
HameY* From thence they crokfted'thfe &ftfcHi 
ffcore of the bay, and landed fofrietirtie^^ii 
ttc' main, and 'at 6tW tiriies on th« : 1dfa 
glands, of which they found many, but itoSfe 
Jit for habitation. Tfoey proceeded tip *$fc 
T&gr to the northward and crofled over to " tlifc 
Weftern fliore, down which they coafted t6 iftfe 
iouthward, and in this route difcovered 1 tfife 
mouths of the great rivers, which fall iiito 
the bay on that fide. One in particular, at- 
drafted much of their attention, becaufe tffk 
reddiih earth which they found there, "mB. 
from its refemblance to bole-ammoniac, "tifty 
? ^ayc it the name of Bolus-river, aft&it^ffc% 
"named in all the early maps of the tratfriir^ 
but in the later, it bears the Indian name 
tapfco ; on the north fide of Which is vtittr 
the flourilhing town of Baltimore.' Thfejr 
jailed thirty miles uj> the I^tbwmack, Vithi- 
iclut feeing any inhabitants ; but on eriteffirjj 
a creek found thehifelves furronnded :> by ! 'In- 
dians who threatened therh . Smith jj^plfoed 
for aii enpbiMer y but oh Sting a-ftW gtoft, 
t^InMan^ 

- ■ . of 



o£peac^and»q^chaq|jedJiQfteg5S* ; ,Qne of tlj^ 
company was by this. jmeans : carried to dip 
habitation of their prince* and the whole were 
kindly ufcd. ; They learned . that it w^s By 
diredtion of Powhatan that the Indians were 
4a arms, and had attempted to furprife then} : 
from this circumftance th$T PC led to luju 
,ge£t that Powhatan, b*j4 been informed ^f 
this expedition, by thp difponterited part cjf 
jtfre colony whom Sxnith had obliged to r flay 
in the country when they would have defert- 

_It was Smith's invariable cuftom, when he 
mpt with the Ipdijms, to put on a bold face, 
and if they appeared defirous of peace to de- 
mand (heir arms, and fome of their children 
,4s pledges of Jtheir fincerity ; if they complied, 
j\e> considered them as friends j if not, as ene- 
mies. In the pourfe of this voyage, he col- 
Je&ed fome furs, and difcovered fome colour- 
,.qi earths, which the favages ufed as paints, 
but found AOthipg of the mineral kind. At 
,the : mouth of the Rappahanock, the boat 
^grounded, and whilftthey were waiting for the 
4ide, they >epaployed themfelvss in ftickhjg 
with their fwprds the £(hes which were left 
44 *he %ck ? ; hi^ fwqj-d 

S 4 into 
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inlo a&n^ay, t^iiifc raited f$* tag, ^witfr. 
its iharp irk^t^,thor#, woundfd <hi» in 
arm, The. wound was extremely pain&k afod:* 
he prefently fwcllc4<o that degree*, *h*t ttagi: 
expe^cd him to dk^ «od he himfelf gave 
thpra orders to bury him on a neighbouring? 
ifliii)d f Bftt the furgeon, Pr. Ruflcl, haying! 
gjobed the wound j by the help of a cert** 
oil, fa, allayed the angui/h and dwelling, tfrtfc 
Smith was able to eat part of , the ^£h for bm 
flipper. From this occurrence, the pkife 
was diftinguiflied by the name of Stingray^ 
Point, which it ftill bears* 

On the 2 1 ft of July, they returned tft 
James-town. Having, with the colouxfd^ 
earths which they had found, difgutfed theity 
tjoat and ftreamcrs, their old companions wem 
alarmed at their approach, with the appreh^n^; 
fion of an attack from the Spaniards * this wto 
a trick of Smith's to frighten the old Pr*6*! 
den t 4 who had rioted on the public ftorea*fttfb 
was building a houfe in the woods, thai; hft : 
might delude himfelf from the fekly, dticoibt 
tented, quarrelfome company. On Smithy 
arrival, they fignified their defire of invef$iag> 
him with the government, , Ra^Hffe b&iog 
de^pf?d^ ^feU.t9 : )Mm-9( $ot»?fc ;i . ar^tawng* 

recommended 
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reocttiiocnded Scrivener to pcefidc in fcteab-' 
fence, he entered on another voyage of ctifcetfV 
eiyy being ^ tctaiin ed to ffiufe oo pain*. *c¥ t 
futtexplctotion ©f<he eoriitry. - — 
> gftrara tfc* 24th of Jbiyy to the 7th of SepF 
tftnber* wii& twelve maa in an opto barg£ 
be ranged the bay of Cfie&peak, as n<$rtf^" 
*ardas the Talis of Su£queh«nnab, tto^n^ 
all the fivers that flow into the bay, aikf 
aonnisrg their ftiores. - In ibme plates; the na-' 
ti^ ^e&bhdJy, arid in o^ievs jealous. Theit ; 
idea of the ftrange vi&bre, was, that they had.' 
come «« from lander tfee \r*tld to take thjetr 
vMirld from them." Smith's content endca- 
v*KMywa6 to prefer ve peace with them • but 
\*hen he«iuW not obtain corn in the tfay of 
tttrHt, be never fancied to trie threats; and 
in fome0afe6, violence, and: by one or the 
other ^netted he prevailed fo as to brfng 
borne a tend of provHions for his difcontented 
companions, Who without bis efforts TOwrfA 
not have been -able to lire. Sfefcneffe alid 
death were very fireqiient, and the lateft com- ' 
en, were rnoft afieflted by tfeeffiforders dFffte* 
dimate. r 
Smith wa»in6w cttaMifhed in the ^prefidtn 4 -; 
fjr, by the «!ea5oiroF tfceitoiincii aha* the ite- 

queft 
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tjuefbof the company bitf the commiffioa 
gave to a majority of the council the whpjc 
poweti Newport, it his third arrival* brojigkjt 
over two new members, and Ratcliffb having 
ftill^icat, though depofed from the prefidafl r 
105* Smitltwas obliged in fome cafes to cofityjy 
widi thtir .opinions, c^ to his 

judgment,* an inftance of which will now, 
tRhihttedL ,- : i vV 
i; The Virginia com paay in London, ; 4*- 
<xhred by falfe reports, and mifled by tl$yr 
>own ianguine imaginations, had conceive^*** 
expectation not onlyofjtoding precious mct^ 
in the country, but of difcovering the. 
Sea, from the mount*ufl« at the head of J4?»$r 
river * and it was thought, that the, joprrfWf 
thither, might be performed in eight: or, tf$ 
days. For the purpo^ qf^making this 
tal difcovery* theypfttfln feoar^ Newport'suQ^p, 
a barge capable o& b^ing. j^ken to pieces* . 
put together again 4): >p^fucc. This Mrglp 
was to make a voyage to th$ head of the riYf£p 
then to be carried pk^ea^qrpf^ the ^aQi^ 
tains, and to defcend ^jjjyers r v?bicji w^rp 
fuppofed to ran weftward. to : the 5outh r ^^ 
To fecitiafotht* pjacb Jt ^as necej^jy to gggj 
tfcc yfrnoati ff>,;jPp|¥h^ajv, 

U4 country 



^rttfy the fiflkgeimirfb«te r^nadb ;vari&?» 
ftteafts of wliflring hkto, an royal ;pcefent w# 
%m%ht ovtr^^fifting' of a bafon and cwct^ 
a^bed and fo^mtut^^ chakroft ftatc; a foit of 
foiriet elothes^ j *U 

Wbkh were to be pccfentedta hiiii iv d»* 
4ferm ; ahd the crown placed oa liia bead, with 
%s much fofcmmty as poffible; ntXaapgfop. 
who knew the country and its inhab»taaisj6 
-as Smkh, thi» project appeared chimeri- 
tell, and the- means whereby it was to be - 
¥ied dir, dangerous With a<fmaU .quantity 
copper arid a few beads, he could have kgpt 
fPowhatan in good humour, and made an ad*. 
"Vantage of it for the cdofiy^ whereas a. prp&^ 
Tttinof prefents he knew would • hut iocteafe 
4iis pride 4 and infolence. The proj^dt of travel*- 
i!ng tvtt unknown mountains with mem 
■already weakened by ficknefs, and worn o out 
•With fatigue, in a hot cKmate, and in the 
iftidft of enemies, who might eafily cut off 
«tfidr retreat,' was too romantic evert for hk 
Ikngftine and adventrtros fpirih His opinion 
^ijton the matter tannot be expreffed ii* more 
^dinted language; than he ufod in 0, letta? ; to 
thr company.- f * if the quartered boat was 
Jmffted to aflies, »rttigte*cai*y he^wabag, 
v ^ rr: * but 
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but as ftie is, f\yt huadrad c*i»riot* 
gable place above ^the faUs." His dkgeat 
however was inefie&ml, and when he ibwari 
that the voice of the council, was for eaeoftK- 
ing it* he lent his affiftance to c8b& as much 
of it as was pea<3xcabk. 

Previoufty to their fcttitfg out, he uftder-* 
took* with four, mta only, to carry notice to 
Powhatan of the intended prefcnt, and iavitc 
hint to cptnc to Jaares- town, that he might 
receive it there. Having travelled by land 
twelve mikfe to Werocomoco, on PamunJcy 
{York) river, where he expe&ed to meet 
Powhatan, and not finding him there, whsMb 
amefieftgtr w» difpatched thirty mile* for 
him ; his daughter Pocahontas, entertained 
Smkh and his company with a dance* which 
for its Angularity, merits a particular <kfc 
ttiptkm. . , -;. 

In an open plain, a fire being made* the 
gentlemen were feated by it* Suddenly* 
aoife was heard in the adjacent wood, whkfc 
made them fly to their arms? and feize on two 
er three old men, as hoftages for their owi 
ftcurity, imagining that they were, betrayed. 
Upon this the yeung princefe «ujkt * tmmQg 
to Smkh, and paffioiuitely embractag him* 

offered 
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offered herfelf to be killed, if any harm fhcfuld 
happen to h itt* or his con$anyt Her aflfcrt£ 
ancte, funded: % ; al* ; tfee' Itld^os ' prefer 
remoted their ''*a»*V Tlfe tfeife "Which karf 
atom*** tfcten*, wa* Kittfe by thirty glrlf *> who* 
ww* preparing for the ^ 'Iwtwd^^cefeaiofi^/. 
Immediately they imde^irappeat^teV witfc 
no; other covering than a girdle of grteft leaves 
and thek fkin* pdnte^ eacbone of a different 
colour. Their leader had sr pair of- 5 bfcefe's 
horns on her head, an otter's ikinras bastgpd 
die, and another on one arm j a bow and ' wt^ 
row itttfte other barti^ and a quiver at her 
back. The .reft 06 them had horns ort 
their headsy and a wooden -rwocd or flaff iii 
their hands. With ■ fhoutrng and tinging* 
they formed a ring: round die fice, and par«i 
formed a circular dance for abode wsf hoar; 
afefr whkh they retired in- the fame order as 
they had advanced. The dance was followed 
by a fta6, at whicfor tike; favage nymph* were 
as cag^r* frith their eareffes as with their «*». 
tendance; and this being ended, they cona 
dnded the gentlemen to their lodging by the 
light of ftfe^rttndsv ! ' • 
^The rieart ?dty Powhatan arrived, and Smbhl 
a^Hvered the rncffcge fro«n 1»s father, Newport 
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(asv he .always rcaUedrhim) to rthH tffft&j} 
^ That he hadfamu^lun fbotti the . KiHgq 
of England* a royal prefent, And wiflied 
him. at Janes-towivthst be iajg^ Mffii tifcr 
tD'bim:; promifing to affift Jviro in proiSepa*Vi 
iog hi* revenge agaiaft the Monacans, who£bd 
doun try they would .fxmetrate even to the ,fem 
beyond the mountains/' To which the in** 
age prince with equal fiibtilty and haughlto 
nds^nfwered* <c if your King has fent/*»ih 
prefent, I alfo am a King, and am on my tMgm 
ktncL I will ftay here eight days ♦ Your fathein 
mutt come to me, I -will not go to him^nflBi 
to your fort. As for the Monacans, I .«qb 
able to revenge myfel£ If you have heatdirf 
frit? water beyond the mountains, from anyiiafe 
my people, they have deceived you*: ' ~Th(ftt 
with * Aick;hc drew a plan of that region irifc 
the ground ; and after many compliments thai 
Conference ended. . <s . *yoi 

* The prefent being put on hoard the bo*U£ 
was carried down Junes-river and up the fiftw 
munkee, whilft Newport, with fifty : meo^tpfr 
aerois by land and met the boats* in which^lft 
pafled the river, and held the propoied inters 
view. : A\\ things beiog prepared £>r, the rcc* 
temtmy i^f ^on^n^tjbe prpfent was brought 

from 



hWF&t toftts f tfapkhfoiv bad ewer were de*t> 
ptifitcd, -the -bed* amLddifc-oM&ro. fetbpyiThe 
fcarlet Ihdtf »iwd^ofllB?>vqcl^|ftt oh, <Aougfc 
nbt fit) ^NailhteMat (aa ^ 
Newport hard carried to Bn^Jand^ud brought* 
back again) had afffured hii»f:thatthcfolubiH^ 
raents would do him ftp harm yfo 
great difficulty in perfuading him ttt feceivtf 
th6 crown, nor would he» bend his^fciwq, -cp 
in-line his head in the ldaft dcgrret t After? 
many attempts, and with aduai prdffittg l en< 
his (houlders, they at laft made Jiim ftoop-tf 
little and- pat it on. Inftantly, a fignal being 
given, the men in the boats fired a volley* at 
which the monarch ftartfcd with .horror;? im* 
alining that la defign was forming to deftmy^ 
him in the fummit of his 'glory; hut being 
affnred that it was meant as a fcomplimeat/hifr 
ftrif &bfidcd, and in return for the hauWcs xtf 
royalty received from King James, he defticd 
Newport to prefent him his old for mihtle 
and' deer fkin 4hd&; which in his eftimatioir 
doubtleft a full 'equivalent £ fince all thrt 
firfer^ could not prevail on die wary chief to 
allow them guides for the difcovery of the>iii~ 
knd country r ot to approve their defign x>f 
▼UMng-ift-'' Ttott di&ppoftited they^<ttumed 

to 
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to James-town, determined to proceed with- 
out his afliftajaceu 

Smith, who had no mind to go on foci* a 
frwttlefs errand, tarried at the fort with eighty 
invalid* to relade the (hip, whilft Newport 
with ail the council* and one hundred and 
twenty of the healthieft men, begaa thwr 
tcan&noatanc tour of difcovery. They pwn 
ceeded in their boats to the falls a* the hani 
of the river* from thefice they travelled Jft 
the country two days and a half* and difcawp 
ed two towns of the Mpnacaas, the inhabit- 
ant? of which feemed very indifferent towani 
thefo f wd mfed them aeither well nor ilU 
They took one of their petty princes and ltd 
hiox hound ta guide thenx. Having perforin* 
cd this march, they grew weaxy and return^, 
taking with them fa* their way back certam. 
portions of earth* in which their rejbi&r pee* 
tended that he had feen fign* of filver- Thift 
was aU the fuccefs of their expedition ; for aba 
Sswtgei* had concealed their eorn, aad they 
ecwld neither perfoade them to fell it, nor iunk 
« to take it by fbeca. Thus they returned mi 
James-town, tired, d&ppoittted, hungry and 
£el<* and had the additional mortification of 
feting toughed «t by South for their vain*** 
tempt. 

The 



The Virginia company had not only a view 
to the difcovery of the South Sea, but allb to 
eftablifh manufactures in their colony ; attd for 
this purpofe had fent over a number of work- 
men from Poland and Germany, Who were 
(killed in the making pot afties attd glafs, ad 
well as pitch and tar. Had the Country been 
foil of people* well cultivated and provided 
with all neceffaries for carrying on thefe works, 
there might have been fome profpeft of ad- 
vantage j but, in a new region, the principal 
obje&s are fubfiftence and defence ; thefc will 
rieceflarily occupy the firft adventurers to the 
exclufion of all others- However, Smith Was 
ef fo generous a difpofition, and fo indefatiga- 
ble in* doing what he apprehended to be his 
duty, and in gratifying his employers, that as 
foon as Newport returned from his fruitfcft 
attempt to find the South Sea, he fet all, who 
were able, to work, that he might, if pofltble, 
tnfwer the expectation of the company. Thofe 
who were {killed in the manufactures, he left 
under the care of the council, to carry on their 
works ; whilft he took thirty of the moft ac- 
tive with him, about five miles down the riv«* 
cr, to cat timber, and make clapboards ; this 
feeing, as he welt knew* an employment the 
T moft 
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mift? certain of^Aiccifs. * Among thefe were 
federal girbuhg genddracnj Whole: hands 
hafaing been ufed-to Ikbour; Wef$ bliftettd Bj^ 
thecwtis, and this occiafioned frecjugnt ttj>rf& ' 
fibnsn; bf impatience and pro&nehefs * TiM 1 
piMitfli* them, Smith eaufed the number »oF • 
every Jiian's oaths to be taken down daily, arftl ui 
at -night as many caflns of water to be pbufeS 3 ^ 
infidcthi&Jleeye. This difeipHne was no kft>d 
fiflgfrlar .than; effectual ; it fo leffened tham 
ft liaiber o£ oaths, that fcarcely one was hm&ft 
irKflr wcck, and withal it made them perfe&kp^ 
gQpd humoured, and reconciled them; to theiris? 
labour. : . At his return to the fort, he fouag&3 
not only that bufinefe had been negledted, bmbz 
n\$$h: proyifion eonfumed, . and that it wis 
n^fiary ibr him to undertake another espefii* 
dit&n for com. He, therefore, went np^thftfh 
Chickahamony with:, two boats and eighteen 
men; and Ending the Indians not in a huottutct 
for trading* but rather icornfal .and infoh»ity w 
he told them that he had come notfo^mui^ 
for corn, as ta revenge hie imprifon merit, ? !th^ n 
the murder of his two men, fomc time befSre.^ 5 
Patting hrs>rrew in a pofture of ftt&G&j 
Indians ^ed^ and presently; feat * tocCfehgeri : IBP^ 
treat of :f>cacc:j the obtanitfg which rf -lie 3 ^ 
asw ;:ri..j-.-. -3?:' ^ nade&bc: 



ttutjdg tfcfjitfgifa^hi^ 

ccyg, ?wfth : W qaaati ty * of 5 ffiflt ahd fowk^ arid^ 
With, t his the colony from; 

ftarring, prtfcpved the ihip's provifionsi 
fof h?r voyager to 'Bhgland; At her:d^wrH;r 
tu BP> earned fuch fpsdmens as could bo ' 
had of tar, pitchy turpentine;? foap a£hes, cfapt* 
bajfecjsj and wainfirot ; arut it Point Comfort; - 
met(*with< *5er ivehefr, wha <htfd been ■ up ^thtf - 
Pjfctoaunkee for com* anil bad got aquitnritf Of 
p(Hfres; & TC&x<x}Uxrfcd in dying ; thefe bring 
tak«r<Hr booed; JjQS^^* a Z^e#port returned >w r ; 
England the third time^ leaving about tWO ri 
hi»dred perfcns in > Virginia* ■ / ^ < 

/The harveft of 1668, had fallen fhort both^ 
amongsthe new planters and the riattvfe^j tlft& ,: 1 
thertx)lpny was indebted to the haven trvfe ^jc**' 
ni^wd indefetigable perfe^mnce of JSmitb; 
for u their fubfiftence dufiog the fucteedingrn 
wipfiB&v As long as the rivers were open, he A 
kefll the boats ixmtinually rgoing among; thcrf 
nat^cs, for fucb ^ obtains ^ 

ed ^ and he^eever wcwrid- return cmpty^ if any * 
thipg were tp be- had by any means in his * 
pQRfer*: :v <WhtWV abroad on thefe excorfions* 
he^ndi hiB rise* were obliged frecpiqndy *o -i 
lodged* the woods, when the ground was 
T 2 hard 
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hard frozen and covered with fnow ; ^nd their 
mode of accomodating tbemfclves wat, firft 
to dig away the fnow and make a fire ; when, 
the ground was dried and warmed, they 
moved the fire to one fide, and fpread thsir 
mats over the warm fpot for their bed, u&ag 
another mat as a fcreeti from the wind ; when 
the ground cooled, they drifted the fire agate; 
by thus continually changing their pofitiaft 
they kept them&lves tolerably warm through 
tnany cold nights ; and it was obferved, -that 
thofe who went on this fervice and fuhmitttd 
to thefe hard&ips, were robuft and healthy, 
whilft thofe who flayed at -home were always 
weak and fickly. 

The fuppUes procured by trading bcmg4$- 
fufficient, and hunger very preffing, 5*ttfth 
ventured on the dangerous project of furpt&~ 
jng Powhatan, and carrying off his Wh&e 
ftock of provifions. This Indian prince tiftd 
formed a fimilar defign refpefling Smith; 
and for the purpofe of betraying him, had '2ft- 
vited him to his feat, promifing that if fee 
would fend men to build him a houfe, after 
the Englifli mode, and give him fome gobs 
and fwords, copper and beads, he would kad 
his boat with corn* Smith fent him three 

Dutch 
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Dutch carpenters, whd tceacheroufly revealed 
to him the defign which Smith had formed/ 
On his arrival with forty fix men, he found 
the prince, fc much on his guard, that it was 
impoffible to execute his defign. Having 
fpent the day in converfation (in the courle 
of which Powhatan had in vain endeavoured 
to perfuade Smith to lay afidc his arms, a* 
being there in perfect fecurity) he retired in 
the evening and formed a deiign to, furprizg 
Smith, and his people at their fupper; and 
had it not been for the affectionate friendftup 
of Pocahontas, it would probably have been 
effe&ed. This amiable girl, at the rifque of 
her life, ftole from the fide of her father, apd 
pafling in the dark through the woods, told 
Smith with tears in her eyes of the plot, and 
then as privately returned. When the In- 

. dians brought in the fupper, Smith obliged 
them to tafte of every difti j his arms were in 
readinefs, and his men vigilant ; and though 

... there came divers fets of meflengprs one after 
another, during the night, under pretence of 

- friendly inquiries, they found them fo well 

. prepared, that nothing was attempted, and the 
jparty returned in fafety, 

T 3 ; . . ^ In. 
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In a fubfequent vifit to Opecancanough, by 
Whom he formerly was taken prifoner, this 
prince put on the femblance of friendfliip, 
whilft his men lay in ambufli with their bow? 
and arrows. The trick being difcovercd by 
one of Smith's party and communicated tb 
him, he refolutely feized the King by his hair, 
and holding a piftol to his bread, led htm 
trembling to the ambufli, and there with-a 
torrent of reproachful and menacing wordi, 
obliged him to order thofe very people riot 
only to lay down their arms, but to load him 
with provifions. After this, they made an at- 
tempt to murder him in his fleep, and to pdi- 
fbn him, but both failed of iuccefs, Trhc 
chief of Pafpiha meeting him alone in Ac 
woods, armed only, with a fword, attempted 
to (hoot him, but he clofed with the favage, 
and in the ftruggle both fell into the rriref ; 
where, after having narrowly efcaped drown- 
ing, Smith at laft prevailed to gripe him by 
the throat, and would have cut off his head, 
but the intreaties of the poor vi£tim prevail- 
ing on his humanity, fre led him prifpner to 
James- town. 

This intrepid behaviour ftruck a dread into 
the favages, and "they began to believe What 

* ' he 
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JH^ry^peige. w#h^cm , ; as. -fong ..as;, tiiy 
AoiJd reCr^n : fro^ hjojflalitjeSj and, cctoi^pue.-^) 
Z^pply him .wj^_ coj-n.",. s An> wcidont; wh jcjj 
occurred about the -lame, ,§imf » jcpufirined jb^jr 
fetation for .hug* .Anjjndian ^yjn^ftojgp 
ii,pi^ol.,irom James-fc^?, J^o Ibrq^py^^ 
jffsrp JcnQwo to be. his ( ^i»pai>ippsrw^J^^ 
=f4» and. one was h^ld as hoftage for ^hfi. p^g-, 
i^hOjWfijtoi^tuFfl-.,* twelve hours with^e 
piifeglj.or. the. prifoner was to be hanged. _ (jfj>e 
j^ea^her ; being cpld, a charcoal .{ice w^sjejgd- 
s k£ in the dungeon which, was very c^oje^agd 
^jtfx^j vapour fyd Co fuffocated the pru^per ?r j§at 
the return of his brother at the apppj^^d 
.jtijae, with the piftol* he was token ^ut^s 
dead. , ^he, faithful fcvage. lamented, fris fgte 
] jfa. .the moft diftreffing agony. Smith, to fioji- 
Vl ibl9. him, promifei, if they woujd .fteajLjio 
^npre, that he foou)d be recovered.. 0&.'{he 
lapplication . of jfpiritjj and vinegar, he fhewed 
.iigns of life, but appeared . delirious this griev- 
ed the brother as much as his dead). . §o^ith 
O< un4ertopk tp curf hio> pft this ; _alfo, t ^ the 
i- srTf^tijip^. f of » ^|^pr^ftV*e L> ^ i^al^^re. 
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Tiw delirium being only the. cfftd of tfa» fpfcv 
dts which He had fwallowcd, W86 JXlBCdie& 
by a few hours flecp ; and being difariffed^ 
with a prcftftt of copper, they went away* toe 
Jieving and reporting that Smith was abie/fr 

was, that? 

got CM>Jy many ftofcn things were recovered^ 
£nd the thijBves.ptmifliedf but that peace awt 
friendly intercourfe were preferved, and cawt 
brought w as long as they bad any, whHA 
fSmith remained in Virginia,; 

He was equally ievere and refolute with his 
owa men, aqd finding many of them inclin- 
ing to be idle, and this idlenefs in a great 
mcafure the caufe of their frequent fickqteflc* 
and deaths, he made an order, " that he who* 
would not worfc fliould not eat, unlefr ij^ 
were difablcd, by ficknefs | and that every* 
qnc who 4i4: not gather as much food in a day* 
as he did himfelf, (hould be baniflied." -iSi 
recent attempt haying been made, to run atftey 
with the boats, b^ ordered that the next pfflta- 
fon who ihould repeat this offence ftould 
hanged. By firmnefs in the execution 
thefe laws, and by the concurrent force ef iiit- 
own example in labouring continually, and : 
$ftributing his whole jfeaje-ef European pfg m 

yifions 
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vifibm arid ttfidhtienta ta the fick, htj kept 
the colony m luck order, that, though maiiy 
of them murmured at his feverity, they all 
came viry induftriotts; and withal To healthy, 
that, of two hundred perfons, thers died 
that winter and the next fpring no more than 
fcven, In thefpace of three months tfiey ha& 
itaade a quantity of tar, pitch, and pot *fhe§ v 
bad produced a Ample of glafi $ dug* a well in 
the fort $ built twenty new houfes ; provided 
nets and wiers for fifcing* erected a block 
houfe on the ifthmua of James-town ; anoth- 
er on* Hog Iflarid $ and had begun a fortrefs 
on * commanding eminence. As the fpring 
came on, they paid fuch attention tohuftan&» 
ry, as to have thirty or forty acres cleared and 
fit for planting ; and a detachment had been 
fcnt to the fouthward, to look for the long loft 
colony of Sir Walter Raleigh, but without 
(uccefSt 

Such was the ftate of the Virginia colony r 
when Captain Samuel Argal arrived on a trad^ 
ing voyage, and brought letters from the com- 
pany in England, complaining of their di&p- 
pointment, and blaming Smith as thecaufc of 
it. They bad conceived an ill opinion of 
bun, from the perfons whom he bad 

home, 



.fivcntuf^^wH^ 9?cpc^i -ft>> grow ufAi xf|y 

. ^ Thcne ip»g this difadvaptage attcnding^c 
^g^nqfe of qpjon^ North America*^ 
$$hpt ; d^^b^^thc only p^edents which qo^d 
Jbf l#d ; were 4^ofc of wha&fd 
htjMted the natives with ^ ^extreme cruelty* : £§d 
. amaflcd yaft fuin* of gold and filver. W&tft 
. tl^EngUfli adventurers detefted the mea^^y 

which the Spaniards had acquired their rk^s, 
; ftill expefted that the fame kind of tk&es 

XRIglft acquired by other means j itoSWS 
i^fegre&fe thought politic, to be gentle jfttjjp- 
c f^g^BQr aqd layifli of prefents toward th$ ; $a-> 
i^lf%te^\ an inducement to them to differ 
^tbe rjches of their country, ,On thefe prk#i- 

pies the orders of the Virginia compa#y^to 

thfir fervants w?re framed. But experience 
... ^d taught Smith, the moil difcerning : and 

Jaithful pf all ythom they bad employed, tjj^at 
^.jt^ f pQuntry of Virginia wquld not enrich ~$ic 
I ; ad«r^«crs, in : tjiq ■ tiqae .wd manner which 

^^#.?^!#^ ^m&y 

to 

b 



to explore kv-^^^ltfriqg^ hetaddifts*- 
erid what advantages might be derived ft^fh 
to pWduce tvhich, titoe; patience, txp^e 

t*nd labour 'were : *1^lufefy tfcccfl5i^ ,D ^Hc 
had fairly reprefented thcfe ideas to hi£*iJ£- 
^cyers, he had fpdnt three 'yfear* ih 'tfieaf fer- 

-vice, and from hi* ciWifobfi^ 

* and fent theiri airiap df thfe couii^^^hd 'he 

* had conduced theif affairs/ as well as ^ffe itL 

* tare of circumffarices tirduld permit. J : Hte hM 

* had a diforderly, fa&i&tts^ r d£(cto^ 

' pointed fet of m&vto control, hy thfe help 
3f a few adherents ; in the face of the native 
lords of the foil, formidable in their iiaqi&&$ 
< and knowledge of the country, verfed m'df&t*- 
agem, tenacious of refentment, and j^alou^bf 
Grangers. To court them by prefenf^irosflto 
7 acknowledge their fuperiority, and inflate thfcir 
~- pride and infolence. Though favages, they 
were men and not children. Though dfefti- 

- futeof fcience, thfff Vfcere poflefled of reaftfh, 
^ and a fufficienf degree J of art. To know hbw 

- to manage them, it was neceflary to bepir- 
^ Anally acquainted with them i and it iriuft1>c 
^ t>bvious, that a perfon who had rcfft&d fivftal, 

'^ears among fhctft/ afcid had Bden^|>iSoner 
V im ^^ntf %atftt s mch y&tikr jbdge*b£lhe 
:)i proper 
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proper methods of treating them, than a com- 
pany of gentlemen at feveral thoufand miles 
diftance, and who could know them only by 
report. Smith had, certainly, the intereft of 
the plantation at heart, and by toilfome expe* 
rience, had juft learned how to conduit if ; 
when he found himfelf fo obnoxious to hi* 
employers, that a plan was concerted to fupern 
fede him, and reinftate, with a (hare of author 
lily, thofe whom he had difmifled from thd 
fervice. 

The Virginia Company had applied to the 
King to recal their patent and grant another * 
in virtue of which they appointed Thomas 
Lord de la Warre, general ; Sir Thomas 
Gates, lieutenant general ; Sir George Somere, 
admiral ; Sir Thomas Dale, marflial ; Sir 
Ferdioando Wainman, general of horfe ; atid 
Captain Newport, (the only one of them who 
had feen the country) vice-admiral. The ad- 
venturers having, by the alteration of their pa- 
tent, acquired a reinforcement both of dignity 
and property, equipped nine (hips ; in which 
were embarked five hundred perfons,men,wom- 
en and children. Gates, Somers, and Newport, 
had each a cwnmiffion, in veiling either of them 
who might firft arrive, with power to call in the 

old 
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old and fet up the new commiflion. The fleet 
failed from England in May 1609, and by fome 
grange policy the three commanders were em- 
harked in one fhip. This £hip being feparated 
from the others in a ftorm, was wrecked on 
the ifland of Bermuda ; another foundered at 
lea ; and when the remaining feven arrived in 
Virginia, two of which were commanded by 
Ratcliffe and Archer, they found themfelyes 
deftitute of authority ; though fome of them 
were full enough of prejudice againft Smith 
who was then in command. The (hips had 
been greatly fhattered in their paflage, much 
of their proviiion was fpoiled, many of their 
people were fick ; and the feafon in which 
they arrived was not the mod favourable to 
their recovery. A mutinous fpirit foon broke 
out, and a fcene of confufion enfued ; the new 
comers would not obey Smith, becauie they 
fuppofed his commiflion to be fuperfeded ; the 
new commiflion was not arrived, and it was 
uncertain whether the {hip which carried it 
would ever be feen or heard of. Smith would 
gladly have withdrawn and gone back to Eng- 
land, but his honor was concerned in main- 
taining his jmtbority till he fliould be regularly 
fijperfeded ; and his fpirit would not fuflerhim 

to 



to be trampled on by &bfg .'whom he dtfpife^/. 
Upon ' due cohfideratibh, he <le£erinined. tq^ 
maintain his authority as fair as he was able 
w&tng fame proper opportunity to ^'retirqV* 
Soime r t>F the moft infolent of the new comers, 
" K&lrf by * the heels/' 1 With the more ^ 
mefdictate he consulted what was beft to (JeT 



doftfe i £hd, as a reparation feemed to be the u 
beft remedy, and if had been in contempW " 
tidn^to extend the fettlemerits, iome were m- 
duc6ftq : g[o up to the Falls, others to Nanfe^_ 
mdnd: and others to Point Comfort* Smith's " 
year being; almoft expired, he offered to refign 
to Martin, who had been one of the old coun-Y 
cil> but Martin would not accept the coqa-' 
mand • he, therefore, kept up the form y M 4j^ 
as much as he could, of the power of govera- r ) 
ment ; till an accident which had nearly 
proved fetal to his life; obliged him to return ^ 
to England • 

On his return from the new plantation at * f 
the Falls ; fleeping by night in his boat ; a" ^ 
bag of gun powder took' lire, and buriit^ 
him in a moft terrible mshhei 4 ; Awaking 5 ** 
in furprife,fctid findihg hitiifclf Wrapt in frames^; 
he ' leSped^ into 'the Wa\er,'* "and was al I moflT * 
droVtfedj ^Bflfbre fiis c6Siianiohs could recover '* 
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him* 



diffrei 





to fire a piftot. / Smirti's ^pld ^ldi^^^i^^ 
have taken off. jtJ^r Keacfs^ , bu$, hy. } %>($gj$ ** 
it jtfudent to rtjie\ pffenc^ \3pdL : $kfcm 

this i opportunity,, as tliere ^np futgepix jjfok 
thccoujitiy,^ 

loon ^ his intention was fepown, the jcpi^c^^ 
appointed MrV^rcie^o in hi$ r^pxp^^ 

and detained th£ ^w^f^r^^^di,. till, that ^ 
could write i^|er8^ : ajijd frai»e cpipgljjnt^ 
ag^lfiift huxi. 1 He at )engt||/a^..for Ehgl#^ ot 
about the latter en$ of, September; ^ 603 ^ 
mujpn regr?t«i by his < few frienijs, pne ffi& m 
whom has fcft this chara&er of hit% .vJjfoss 
dlH^ made, juftice . jhis fifil m 

guide, and «perienoc; hi^ fecond ^ , hating ; q 
bafenefs, floth, pride, and indignity, more than j 
any dangers. He never, would allow more 
for himielf tbjm for his , fQldiers j arid up&a j 
no : dinger would fend them where hfc would 
not lead them himielf. He would, oever fee 
us want wha* he had, or cquld by \$py ^oicsm 
get for us. He would war^j; ^ot „■* 
raw}^w a ifom 9r i^ not ^ ,'^i^ m $6^, 
more than words ; arid hated covetoufnefs 

and 
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and falfehood worfe j;hai} death. His adven- 
tures were our lives 5 and his lofs our death*/' 

There needs no better teftimony to tfcs t; 
truth of this character, than what is related 
of the miferable colony after he had quitted 
it. Without government, without prudence,- 
carelcfs, indolent, and fa&ious, they becaqote- 
a prey to the infolence of the natives, to the , 
difeafes of the climate and to famine. With* 
in fix months, their number was reduced froa* 
five hundred to fixty ; and when the thftp ? 
commanders, who had been wrecked on Ber- 
muda, arrived (1610) with one hundred and 
fifty men in two fmall vcflels, which they had 
built out of the ruins of their {hip, and the 
cedars which grew on the illand ; they found , 
the remnant of the colony in fuch a forlorn ' 
condition ; that without hefitation, they de- 
termined to abandon the country, and wcr$ 
failing down the river ; when they met a boat 
from the Lord De la Warre, who had coma 
with a fleet to their relief. By his pcrfuafi«% 
they refumed the plantation, and to this fbr^.^ 
tunate incident, may be afcribed the full c£r L -- 
tablifhiiient of the colony of Virginia. . . 

Such a genius as Smith's could not remfti^ 
idle, He was well Juiown in England, and - 

the 



the report of his valour, and his fpirit of ad- 
venture, pointed him out to a number of 
merchants, who were engaged in the Ameri- 
can fiftiery, 9s a proper perfon to make difcov* 
erieson the coaft of North Virginia. In 
April 16 1 4, he failed from London with two 
(hips, and arrived at the ifland of Monahigon 
in latitude 43°!, as it was then computed, 
where he built feven boats. The deiign of 
the voyage was to take whales, to examine a 
mine of gold, and another of copper, which 
were {aid to be there % and if either, or both 
of thefe fhould fail, to make up the cargo 
with fifli and furs. The mines proved a fic- 
tion, and by long chafing the whales to no 
purpofe, they loft the bcft feafbn for fifhing ; 
but whilft the feamen were engaged in thefe 
fervices ; Smith, in one of his boats, with 
eight men, ranged the coaft, eaft and weft, 
from Pcnobfcot to Cape Cod 5 bartering with 
the natives for beaver and other furs, and 
making obfervations on the fhores, iflands, 
harbours, and head lands ; which, at his re- 
turn to England, he wrought into a map, and 
prefenting it to prince Charles, (afterward the 
royal martyr)vnth arequeft that he would give 
the country a name, it was for the firft time: 
U called 
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called New-EnglaHd. The prince alfo made 
feveral alterations in the names whidh Smith 
had given to particular places* For inftance, 
he had called the name of that promontory, 
which Forms the eaftdrn entrance of Mafia- 
: chtrfetts bay, Tragabigzanda ; after the name 
tiftfceTifrkifh lady to whom he had been 
fbnSerly a flave at Conftahtinople ; and tfee 
three iflands which lie off the Cape, tie 
Turks Heads, ift 'memory of his viftory ctfir 
ihe three Tuirkifh champions, in his Trafllji- 
-varihin adventures. Thfe former, Charles, In 
-filial rcfpedl to his itiother, called Cape Anne, 
- whidh rianie it has ever fiftce retained j the 
hariieoF the iflands has long firice been tefe; 
and Another cluitcr to which he gave his *#ft 
name, Smith's Ifles, and which name tkc 
pri rice di& not alter, are now, and have* ; lor 
inore than a century been called the IQes Mj>f 
Shoals i Co that the mod pointed marks of his 
Sifcdveries on the coaft of New-England, have, 
feither by his own complaifance to the foii v 'of 
his fovereign, or by Force of time and ac&- 
5eht's hecome obfolete. When he failed For 
England in ofte of the £hips, he left the other 
behind, td complete her lading, with ordcfrs 
' to fell ,thc fiOi in Spain. The mailer, Thomas 
^ Hunt, 



^Httnt, dccoyod tttoifty foung£ the native;* . on 
beard, and fokj, *hei» in Spain for flaves. 
, The rafcmefy of this bale ttaniaftion was long 
prefer ve4 among the Americans, and fuocecd- 
iflg adventurers fuf&nsd on account of it v : 
.rr At Smithes return to England he put ia at 
-Plymouth ; where relating his adventures, 
ifetd eommumcatipg his fentiments to ^ir 
Ferdiflando Gorges, he was introduced to the 
• Plymouth Company of adventurers to Noqth 
Virginia, tad engaged ki riieir Service. At 
^London he was incited by the South Virginia 
company to terarn to their fervice $ but made 
<*ife of his engagement with the Plymouth 
adventurers as an excufe for declining their 
invitation* From this circamftance it feems, 
-ifiat they had been convinced of his former 
: ftdelity, notwithftanding the letters and re- 
ports which they had fornierly received to his 
c c|tfadvantage. 

r . During his ftay in London, he had the 
}very lingular : pleafure of fceing^ his friend 

Pocahontas, the daughter of Powhatan . Hav- 
ing been made a-prifoner in Virginia, ihe was 
married to Mr* Joha : Rolfi?, : " and by 
ium was iwrought to E^gl/^ r :{ ^hc, wa$:tfren 
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fcas graceful, anitlifer cfe^rtmeirt^gefitte stftd 
pleating. She Had^lSn taught the Engliflfe 
lai^iiage and the; Chriftian religion, dikfctM^ 
^2»d by tiie name of Rebecca. She had h&tfi 
^hat Smith was dead, and knew nothing J %6 
-the' contrary, till Ihe arrived in EngUft& 
: "■' The fame of an Indian princefs excited 
x fcuriofity in London ; and Smith had the &t 
: drefi*to write a handfome letter to the Qtie&, 
Vfbtting forth the merits of his friend, and^tfife 
Eminent fervices (he had done to him andu&e 
colony of Virginia. She was introducedr r % 
-the lady De la Warre ; the Queen and roykl 
family received her With much complapen^ 
jaftd ihe proved hetfelf worthy of their notice 
: and refpect. At her firfl: interview with 
:8mith ihe called him father $ and becaufe he 
did not immediately return the falutatuufc add 
< call her child, ihe was fo overcome /nonth 
grief, that fhe hid her face and wanljjbxfet 
.fpeak for fometime. She was ignorant afcthe 
rridiculous affeftation which, reigned, ict-the 
.court of James ; which forbad Smith ^Suit- 
ing the title of father, to the daughter oofi a 
;King > and when informed of it ihe ddjiifcd 
r;k ; cp^tfiiorately declaring, that fhe kjvc&Him 

' ^ ?'K her 
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her own country, aj$ ^jWW,. ,f 
wherever flbe wept, " :{^$m$ ^ pedauti6 ^ 
fetation cauf#|i?.lwft^ tQ 4 he4ookedj|gg» 
as an offender^ (9c fraying* though .a jf^J^t 
ittvaded the myfteiiws .rights .of royalty, 
marrying aboy$ his caftk.:, ^ This .ttiarria^ 
however, proyed^henefici^ tp tfre coloiiy^ as 
Jbpr father had thereby bpwpw % fricp^ ; tp 
f hem, and when Ihe came to England, h? ; feQt 
#yitij her Uttamaccomac, pne of his 
sUfcunfeller* j whool he ^njoinedfto inquiry for 
$rnith, and tell him ?whQther he Was afcvc* 
S Another order which he^gave him , was* to 
hriag him the. number of people in England ; 
^accordingly, on hi$ landing at Piymputh, , the 
^obedient favage began his account by cutting 
f)fl notch dn a long flick &t every perfttt* whtitn 
bhe &w j but foon grpfr tired of bis empldy- 
rimcnt, and at his return told c iFowha*aa , that 
jcthey exceeded the numbed of leaves - oft; the 
sifaecs. A third command from his practice 
sriraaj; to £cc thet God erf England, and the 
iKittg, Quecn, ; aridc Princes, of whom Smith 
s had told him la ; much $ and wjicii he met 
b^ili SnaSJiy he: defired to bb introduced f to 
ifrfhdfewperfc^^ before this feen 

sithfc&ing, btAiv^wld iiotiitwiieve it ; becaufe 
U 3 the 
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the perfon whomthejr pointed tout to him hadf 
not given him any thing. *• You gave Pow- 
hatan (faid he to Smith) a white dog, bat 
your King has given me nothing,* Mr: 
Rolfe was preparing to return with his wife 
to Virginia, when fhe was taken ill and dfei 
at Gravcfend ; leaving an infant fon, ThomW 
Rolfe, from whom are defcendedfeveral Jfatthr 
flies of note in Virginia, who hold their lan& 
fcy inheritance from her. 

Smith had conceived fuch an idea of tfrtfc 
itelue and importance of the American cOfttU 
nent, that he was fully bent on the bufinefs 6f 
plantation, rather than fifhing and trading for 
furs. In this ht agreed with his ffieqd Sft 
Ferdinando Gorges, and the few other aftfrjb 
members of the council of Plymouth, but^SSt 
had become an unpopular theme. One cdfb- 
*tiy had been driven home from Sagadahock fcfjr 
the feyerity of the feafbn and the deaths pT 
their leaders, Men who were fit for thfe 
bufinefs were not eafjly to be obtained, thdfe 
who had formerly beeq engaged were difcour- 
aged, and it required great ftrength of irimd 
^s well as liberality of purfe, to let on fed t 
another experiment. After much trouble' 'jth 
t ndeayquring t6 unite perfqns of opposite A Tn- 

T terefts, 



terefts, an4 fttmul^te ,tbofe bgd fu$#i^& 
former lofjbs,, new attempt?, ojbfc^n.^ 
one fhip of tyro fiun(ke$ {on% ao/i anothep p£ 
fifty, wi^ which he failed iax 6 15. Hay^ 
ing proceeded abav£ qu? hun<^d and tvi^n^f 
leagues, they \yere fepara,ted f ffcfim ; th^ 
finaUer one comrnanded by Capt- Thorny 
Dermer purfued her voyage ; bu{ Smith 
ing loft his mails vyas obliged to pi^t b^ 
under a jury maft to Plymouth. TJUe^e Jb^ 
put his ftores- on hoa^d a fbjaU hafk of fpcty 
tans, and thirty iqea, of whom fixteeij \v«fe U? 
aflift him in beginning a new colony. 

Meeting with an Englifh pirate, his. caflj. 
would have had him furren^er ; tyit thau^t 
he had only four guns, aud the picajte t^iirt^ 
£x, he 4ifdaine4 to yield, fpeakiqg wjffe 
her, he found the commander and foipe. of jhp 
crew to be his old fhipmates, who had ljjp, 
away with tlie fhip frqoi Tunis, and were 
'diftrefs for provifions $ they offered to piit 
themfelves under his command, but he reje<9^- 
ed the prppofal and yyent on his voyage. Njear 
the Weftern Iflands he fell in with two 
French pirate? ; his men were again |hrown 
into a panic, and ^voijld have flriick, but fie 



i^etj^t^ ^J^fcrfcg :*umui^d»t f 
e Jie cfcaped thcm^fo^* Afwr this he wtenet 
foiW/FrcncIi: J o!in of war, who had ordfers 
their fovereiga to fciac pirates* He 
/{jzpwql them his comauffion under the great 
-rjfcal |; btft they prefidkmfly detained him wJrflft 

in the night, 

and return to Plymouth. They knew rhis 
^ rgPtcrprifing fpirit, and were afraid of his mak- 
y i&g fr fetdement in New-England, fo near 
. to their colony of Aco&* \ and they fif- 

pe$ed* or at leaft pretended to fufpeft, that 
> lie was the perfon who hod broken up their 

fishery at Port Royal '(which was really done 
Captain Argal) the year before, * : r \ 

: - /When their xmiife was finifhed, they carried 

hiri ta Rochelle ; and notwithftandinj* tfiteir 

- promifcs to allow him a ihare of the jptffces 

- {which they had taken whilft he was Vfith 
\ them, they kept him as a prifoner on boarfi a 
: fl)ip at anchor, But a ftorm arifing, which 
V drpye all the people below, he took the boat, 
._ 9 Y?ith an half pike for an oar, thinking to 
^ ; m$ke his efcape in the nighty The cttfttat 

Wrong. that he drifted to lea, and. was 
Do^r petifliing. By the . (turn of the tide he 
1^ ,go^fhare» pq a fpftffti^* iflandj whem Jbme 
,«m. i.M;joi fowlers 
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<ftcat ffcyany* him - Rochelte* *v*ti&d!4ie 
learned diflt the fliip which tod -talftiPfiftn, 
with ttieof her *^H&h, 
had been driven on IhoreUn thftr ft6Vrt f 
ioft, with her Captain afcd and half df^ihe 
mem ; . - • •■" r 

; Here he made his complaint to thfc jfiflgc 
4jf the Admiralty, and produced fiich dvidefice 
iin fupport of hi&«Hegations,that he i^tre&t- 
. «d with fair words ; " bat it does not a^pfear 
that he got any refcompence. He met hkrt 
,and at Bourdeaux with many friends, i^th 
French and Englifli, andrat his return to Eflg- 
land, publiflied in a fmall quarto, an abbount 
of his two laft voyages, with the depofitidns 
pf the men who were in the fhip ^tthraqhe 
; was taken by die French. 1 To this bocfrrhe 
prefixed his map of New-England > andli it 
gave a defcription of ttot country* wfth^its 
: mmny advantages, and the proper methods of 
' rendering it a Valuable acqdifitiort to the E»g- 
lifh domSiionS. Whin it Was prJntttf^-he 
?i went all bvet othe weft Af -Eftgbn^ giving 
^copies ofitlsa all |>erfonir : of tfcrf&y^tiff ^%n- 
,y. deavoottffg tb '^t«^n^fllfy?^lry^U 
j»Iwol merchants, 
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mqrqhaatfij tp engage wuh earn* ftnefs ia tb% c 
bufinefs of colonizing Aff^riq*. He pbtain^, , 
fi50fin many of them fa,ir promifejs, and vrag. 
complemented bjf the Ply naoath. company witfy r 
the title of Admiral pf New T Ejigland. #qi^ 
the former ill fuccefs of fpme too fanguinp 
venturers, had made a deep impreflion, an4 a 
riety of crofs incidents, baffled all his attempts^ 

However, his. experience, and advice were 
of eminent fervice to others. The open frank?) 
ncfs.and generofity of his mind led him tfy 
give all the encouragement which he could & 
the bufinels of fifhing and planting in New-v 
England $ for. which purpofe, in i622*h$ 
publifhed a hook, entitled, " New-Englar$$ : , 
Tryals" fame extradfa front* which are psefojv- 
cd by Pqrcb^** No man rejoiped . wcgfc 
t^an bimfelf in the eihbliflirpent of the cp^t 
nies of Plyny3uth and Maflacbufetts, 

When the i*ews of the maflacre of the 
ginian planters by the In^ans, 1622, arrive^ 
in England, Smith was all on fire to go, ayef' 
tp revpnge the infult. He made an offer 
the company that if they would allow him 
ong hundred foldiers and thirty failors, with 
iftie 1 liecefTary provifipns and equipments, W t 
would range the country, keep the natives in. 
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awe, protfc&the pEmter¥» siid make difi^ver^ ; 
ie*, of the hitherto toknown parts of Awer^ 1 
ca ; and for hh own rifque and pains woufif 
defire nothing but what he would " prodded 
from the proper labour of the lavages/* Onr 
this propofal the company was divided, but 
the pufillanimous and avaricious {forty pft* 
vailed $ and gave him this anfwer, * that drit- 
charges would be be too great ; that their 
flock was reduced ; that the planters 6&ghf v 
to defend themfelves ; but, that if he would 
go at his own expenfe, they would give bin*: 
leave, provided he would give them one halt 
of t\it pillage" Such an anfwer could be re- 
ceived only with contempt* 

When the King in 1624, inftituted a 
miffion for the reformation of Virginia, Smitfr; 
by defire of the commiffioners, gave in a re* 
lation of his former proceedings in the -colony^ 
and his opinion and advice refpefti«£ the 
proper methods of remedying the defe&s fit 
government, and carrying on the plantation 
with a profpedt of fuccefs.* Thefe with ma- 
ny : 

* Agreeably to Smithes advice to thefe commifijoners, King 
Charles I, at his acceiEon diffblved the company, in "1626, and re* 
ffaiced the colocy duller tte iwatfimBfa&&9 ffecjro^^; ap- 
pointing ^governor and council, and ordering all patents and 
poceffes to iflue in his own name^ .. 
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Ufa?, 2d a*hin fotft, nadcr the;tirie>&}<* TJitf 
GfflHxal Hiftorjr o£; Virginia^ Ncw~Englaad»; 
a&dtthe Socnec Jfler.'': t The tianative part *& 
made Jotari of s journals and letters of thofe whd* 
BBttC: coarteroetLwid* him;in . . the pkotatiojcM 
iptotmbccd with his.own objervations. . Hi* 
intimate friend, 1 Mr. Jtarchas, had publiftl? 
cd cboft of them two years before in his *? KB* 
grims." <,<;,ti - .: ■:.v,io1 

t ; Jivx&zo, at the |^ue/lvqfiSir Robert, Qpl* 
$on* he pubtiihed a.hi^jy.of the early, part of 
^ Jifc» entitled, " The true Travels^^dv^n^ 
totes and Qbfervations of Capt« John S^itb^" 
^Xhjis work-is preferred intire, in the ^ecfliyf 
volume of Cmirchjai's coUeaions, .and frags* jjfa 
rmec .part of .this, . account is cpnipJije^ 
[ion hie made fome admtioQ^ 
the hiltory of Virginia* Bermuda, New-Eog, 
land and the Weft* Wiej?, re^c^gr thifljg 
which had come to bj§ knowledge, after,? J$$ 
publication of his general h^oxy. }it Jhtpd 
the inhabitants of Virginia in 1628 . at jftyje 
thoufend, and their cattle about ie^me 

but tbofe few who attepded to their gardpu& 

abundance 



abundance aqd perfaJKcrib- From Ntw-Eng« 
hftd, they peofli v6d fattJcd ^filh > but of fitfli 
fifli their ewnvti vers producbd ^nougfe, befeft 
an infioite xjuaivtity fowl j ^as tbcir ~vtob& 
did of deer and.othcf game* TJ^ey bad -rtanr 
brew houfes 5 but they cultivated theclndfayi 
torn, in preference to the fcurapsm gt&aj 
Their plantations wete icattqred - feme ^of 
their houfes were pialifad^d | but th^y hod 4o 
fortifications nor ordnance mounted. r -* ::n 2. 
* His account of New-England iv that the 
Country had been reprefentcd by adventur£?4 
from the weft of England, as rocky, barffel 
and defolate , but that, fince his account of it 
had been publifhed, the credit of it wis fb 
nrifed, that forty or fifty fail went thither an- 
nually on fifhing and trading voyages^ ^ha| 
nothing had tifebn done to any purpbfe fji 
eftablifhing a plantation, till " about an hiirti 
dred Brownifts went to New-Plymou^) 
whofe humorous ignorance cayfed them to 
endure a wonderful deal of mifery, with irifj^ 
nite patience/* 

He theii recapitulates the hiftory of his 
American adventures in t^e following terms* 
u Now to conclude the travels ari^ ''jfiffi? 
turei of C^tiwSinitfe cttoWfirttKe p\M&* 
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jcd Virginia, and wafcfct rifliore with* huadrbd 
tpctt in the wild wtfdds ? * how he was taken 
prifoAcr by the &v*ges, and by the King of 
Patrnaunky tied to a tree to be Aet to death?; 
ltd up and down their country, to be fiwWn 
fat a wonder j fatted as he thought for a fie* 
rtfice to their idol 9 before whom they conjur- 
ed? three days, with itrange dances and invoca- 
tions; then brought before their Emperefr 
Powhatan, who commanded him to be flain ; 
how his' daughter Pocahontas faved his life, 
returned him to J$fffle$-town> relieved him 
tad his* fattufhed ctftofrtmy, which was but 
eight and thirty, to poffefs thofe large domt*- 
toioiis i how he difeovfcttd all the feveral -na* 
rbns on tfete fivers felling into the bay df Chefr- 
apeak ; how he was Aung altaoft to death by 
ibe poifctfaiis tail of a&hcdledft ftingray^ 
how he Was WoWft mp with gunpowder 
returned to England- to be cured, , <- ^flx 
v " AHb haw he brbteghe New England- w 
the fitt^sftioin df the ktegdwn of Grtat Brit* 
tain ; his fights with the -pirates, left atone 
among French men of w«r, and his (hip? ran 
from hi*** hid fea fights for the French^ 
gakift the Spaniards* their bad triage dfJiita; 
how iu fcrsrtce, in a littte boaV he x&mgri 
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then* ,* wae*adrift;titi fuciia ftorray night tat 
fed by hteifelf^ when^hirtcen FifiOch: (hips 
iwerc dplif or driven^ onfhone by ^the.ifife of 
? Rhee, the * .General ; and moft of >him rmiii 
j drowned ; ^frhen God, t«r when* bb all ibbn©r 
4ind praife, brought him iafe; on fhorcwto tht 
admiration of all whoA&aplsd ; yom may read 
at large in his <general iuftory of Vi^mia^tbt 
Corner iflands and New England.'.' ?. ; sr.o:; 
, This was probabljr his x Jail ptAlicatiohydar 
he lived but two yeaca .aftsr, % a daote via 
Jo/felyn's veyage* ijt appears tht&Jte jJnd,sn 
163 1> at London, ja the ftffeyutondjy^ ; .rf 

It would give Angular pteafure toxth? cam* 
pilcr of thefe memoirs, if he. could Jcaro fnsm 
^ny credible teftimony, that Smith^evor fcfaekf* 
cqLaay # recompence for his mmieroua Sotv'tctt 
and iiiiiecings, The ienfc .which he had «f 
this matter, in -16291* ihall be given in. his 
Qwxt. wards, h^/jpent, iijzc years$. and 
mote than £ore;hui»ked $Du»ds, in the l for* 
vke^f Virginia and ,,New England, xand: in 
neither of. them t ha*e I one foot of laqd> nor 
the: very -hnufe I /built? jqc the,gro«aob I <dig£ 
ged . with ^nay jnwn hanc^ . but ; I ioa itha£ 
co^atriea flia«A«befi>ffttoe by thoJfe whcnknaW 
thezwerutdy by my defcriptkms." 

XIII. 



XIII. DE M O N T S, 
POUTRINCOURT 

A* 9 

C HA MPLAIN* 

After the difcovery of Canada, by 
Carrier, the French cdntinued trading to that - 
country for furs, and fifhing on the banks of 
Newfoundland, Cape Breton and Acadia ; 
where they found many excellent and convex ' 
nient harbours, among which Canfeau was 
early diftinguifhed as a place extremely fuita- 
ble for the fiflicry. One Savaiet, an old mari- 
ner, who frequented that port, had before 
1609 made no lefs than forty two voyages t6 
thole parts.* 

Henry IV, King of France, perceived <hfc ' 
advantages which might arife to his kingdorft 
from a farther exploration of the northern 
pgrts of America ; and therefore gave encottf ^ : 
agement to thofe who were defirous of trnk- 4 
ing adventures. In 1598, the Marquis de 
la Roche obtained a commifiion of Lord _ 
Lieutenant, and undertook a voyage with a. 
^icw to eihblifh a colony ; confifting of con- 

viits.' : V :t 
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vldts taken out of the prifons. happening 
in the courfe of his %$dgc tb fall iir with the 
ifleof Sable, a low, feridy ifitad; lying ^feut 
twenty five leagues fouthraard of Canfeau, he 
there landed forty of his mtffcrable crew, to 
fubfift on the cattle and fwinc, with which 
the place had been flocked by the Portuguefc, 
for the relief of fhipwrccked feamen. The 
rcafon given for chufing this forlorn pla&y 
for the difembarkatiojf of his colony, was, 
that they wpuld be out of all danger from the 
favages, till he fhould find a better fituatiori 
for them on the continent, when he promifed 
to return and take them off. Whether he : 
ever reached the continent k uncertain,* but - 
he never again faw the ifle of Sable. Return- 
ing to France, he engaged in the wars, was 
wade a prifoner by the Duke of Merceur, and 
foon aftpr died; The wretched exiles fubfift- 
ed on fuch things as the place afforded, an4 
clothed themfelves with the fkins of fcals, . 
At - the end of ieven years,^ King Henry, in-* 

compafiion, 

* Forfier fajrs, that' # he" made in different part* of it, fuch re* 
ffearcEes as he thought neceflary, and then returaed to. France.'*, 
p, 445. Purchas lays that " it was his fortune^ by rcafon of con-? 
trary . wind, not to find the main land, but wat blown bkek im 
Fcance." VoI..v, p. 1807. 

f Purchas fays twelve; this wi|l feriaf it Ufc.fcelaft year of 
Henrys life, 1610, 

w 
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companion, fent a iifherman to bring them 
home. Twelve only were then alive. The 
fifherman, concealing from them the generous 
intention of their fpvereign, took all the ikins 
which they had colle&ed as a recompence for 
his fervices, fome of which being black foxes 
were of great value. The King had them 
brought before him in their feal fkin habits 
and long beards. He pardoned their former 
crimes, and made each of them a prefent of 
fifty crowns. When they difcovered the 
fraud of the fiiherman, they inftituted a pro- 
cefs againifc him at law, and recovered largp 
damages ; by means of which they acquired 
fo much property as to enter into the fame 
kind of traffic. ^ 

The King alio granted to Pont grave he 
Chauvin, an exclufive privilege of trading at 
Tadoufac, the mouth of the river Saguenay $ 
to which place he made two voyages, and was 
preparing for a third when he was prevented 
by death. j 

The next voyager of any note was Samuel 
Ch ampl ain, of Brouage ; a man of a noble 
family ; who, in 1603, failed up the river of 
Canada, as far as Cartier had gone in 1535. 
tie made many inquiries of the natives cor*- 

cerufeg ^ 
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fcerning theif country, its rivers, falls, lakes* 
mountains and mines. The refult of his in- 
quiry was, that a communication Was formed, 
by means df two lakes^with the country of the 
Iroquois toward the fouth • that toward the 
weft there were more and greater lakes of 
ftefh water, to one of Which they knew no 
limits and that to the northward there was 
ah inland fea of fait water. In the coiirfe of 
this voyage, Champlain anchored at a place 
railed Quebeck, which in the language of the 
country fignified a ftrait j and this was thought 
to be a proper fituatioft for a fort and fettle- 
ment. He heard of no mines but . one of 
Copper, fat 1 to the northward. With this in- 
formation he returned to France, in the month 
of September. 

On the eighth of November in the fame 
year King Henry granted to the Sietir D© 
MoNts, a gentleman of his bed chamber, a 
patent conftituting him Lieutenant (jefnerat 
of all the territory of L' Acadia, from the for- 
tieth to the forty fixth degree of north latitude, 
with power to fubdue the inhabitants and 
Convert them to the Chriftian faith.* This 

patent 

* See the patent, m Frtfhch* in Hazard's CoHe&ion, vdL i. 45, 
and tanflated into Englifli, in Churchill't Colleftions, vol. yiii # 
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patent was publifhed in all the maritime town| 
of France ; and De Monts having equipped 
two veflels failed for his new government oh 
the feventh of March, 1604; taking with 
him the aforcfaid Samuel Champlain for * 
pilot, and Monfieur de Poutrincootit 
who had been for a long time defirous to vifit 
America. - 
""Oh the 6th of May, they arrived at a ha£ 
hour on the S. fe. fide of the peninfula of Acadia 
where they found one of their countrymen, 
Roflignol, trading with the Indians without 
licence. They feized his fhip and cargo; 1 
leaving him only the poor confojation, of giyw 
ing his name to the harbour where he WSte 
jaken * the provifions found in his (hip were 
a feafonahle fupply, and without them the en~ 
tcrprize mult have been abandoned. Thfi 
place is now called Liverpool. 

From Port Roflignol they coafted the pek- 
infula to the S. W. and having doubled 
Cape Sable came to anchor in the bay of SL 
Mary, where Au^ry,a prieft, going afhpre, twig 
loft in the woods, and a protect was charg- 
ed with having murdered him, becaufe they 
had ibmetimes had warm difputation on rt- 
Mgious fubjetSts. They waited for him levtt^ 
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tl days* firing guns and founding trumpets^ 
but in vain ; the noife of the fea was fo great 
that no other. found could be heard. Con- 
cluding that he was dead, they quitted the 
place after fixteen days * intending to examine 
that extenfive bay on the weft of the peninfu- 
Ja to which they gave the name of La Baye 
Francoifc t but which is now called the Bay 
of Funda. The prieft was afterward found 
alive, but almoft ftarved to death. 
. On the eaftern fide of this bay they difcov- 
cred a narrow ftrait, into which they entered, 
and foon found themfelves in a fpacious ba- 
fon, invironed with hills, from which d$- 
fcended ftreams of frefh water ; and between 
the hills ran a fine navigable river, which they 
galled L'Equille. It was bordered with fertile 
^meadows, and full of delicate fifti. Poutrin-. 
court, charmed with the beauty of the place, 
determined here to take his refidence, and 
having received a grant of it from De Monts, 
,gave it the name of Port Royal. [Anna- 
i>olis.] L . 

From Port Royal, De Monts failed farther 
,ipto the great bay, to vifit a copper mine. If 
w;as a high rock, on a promontory, between 
two bays. [Menis.] The copper, though 
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mixed with ftone, was very pure ; re&mbKhg^ 
that called Rozette copper. Among thefe? 
ftones they found chryftals and a certain firing . 
ing ftone of a blue colour. Specimens of 
thefe ftones were fent to the King. - 1 

In farther examining the bay they came to v 
a great river which they called St. John's 
full of iflands and fwarming with fifh. Up 
this river they failed fifty leagues, and wero' 
extremely delighted with the vaft quantity of* 
grapes which grew on its banks. By this 
river they imagined that a Ihorter communica*^ 
tion might be had with the Baye de Chaleur* 
and the port of Tadoufac, than by the fea. 

From the river St. John they coafted th«'? 
bay, fouthwefterly, till they came to an ifland* 
in the middle of a river which Champlain had? 
previoufly explored. Finding its s fituatioi* 
laffe and convenient, De Monts refolved there 1 
to build a fort and pafs the winter. To tTlis 
ifland he gave the name of St. Croix ;* be-- 

caufe 

41 This is a Ration of much importance. It has given rife to tt 
icontroverfy, between the United States and the Britilh goverzr- 
ment, which is not yet terminated. I fliall therefore give a 4«r 
fcription of this ifland and its furrounding waters, from a tranfla- 
tion of Mark LtfcarhoVs hiftcny of the voyages of De Monts, 
in which he himfelf was engaged, and therefore had feen the place 
which he defcribes. This tranflation is to be found at Urge in 

£hurchill'$ 



T* E M O N T SO 32> 



caufc that two leagues higher there were : 
brooks which "came crofs-wife to fall with^. 
in this large branch of the fea." 

The winter proved fevere, and the people 
iuffered fo much by the fcurvy, that thir- 
ty fix of them died ; the remaining forty* who 
were all fick, lingered till the fpring (1605) 
when they recovered by means of the frefti 
vegetation. The remedy which Car tier had 
found in Canada was here unknown. 

As v 

Churchill's Colle&ions, vol. viii, 796, and an abridgement of it in 
Purchas's Pilgrims! vol. v, 1619. 

" Leaving St. John's river, they came, following the cpaft 
twenty leagues from that place, to a great river, which is proper- 
ly fea, [i. e. fait water] where jhey fortified themfelves in a lit* 
tie ijland feated in the midft of this river, which the faid Chanv 
plain had been to d if cover and view. And, feeing it firong by 
nature, and of eafy defence and keeping ; befides that the feafon 
began to Aide away, and therefore it was behoveful to provide of 
lodging, without running any farther, they refolved to make jtheir 
abode there. 

" Before we fpeak of the Grip's return to France, it is meet to 
tell you, how hard the ifle of St. Croix is to be found out, to 
them that were never there. For there are fo many ifles and great 
bays to go by [from St. John's] before one be at it, that I won- 
der how one might ever pierce fo far as to find it. There art 
three or four mountains, imminent above the others, on thefdes% 
but on the north fde from whence the river runneth down, them 
is but a Jharp pointed one, above two leagues diftant. The 
woods of the main land are fair and admirable high, and wdl 
grown, as in like manner is the grafs. There is right oyer againjl 
the ijland frejk water brooks f Very pleafaot and agreeable; 

where 
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9d Asfoonas his theri wcrcr rccovcrcd^^fid 
-MotUs refblved to fcek a comfbttable ftatkb 
in a warmer climate* Having victualled and 
: mncd his pinnace he failed along the, croft 
„!p t Noroipbega, a name which had beeft given 
fome European adventurers to the bajb.qf 
^Pppobfcojt ; from thence he failed to Kenn»> 
fcsc, Cafco, Saco, and finally cam? to Male- 
^ajre^as Cape Cod was then called by the 

French. 

Where jtoyte of Monf. fie Moots iheti did their bufice^ and 
Duilded there, certain cabbins. As for the nature of the ground 
it is mod excellent, and tnoft abundantly fruitful, for the fa id 

" <Monf. De Monts having caufed there fome piece of ground to 
tilled, and the fame foWed with rye ; he was not able to tarry jfor 

.the. maturity thereof to reap it ; and notwithstanding} the giaun 
fallen hath grown and increafed fo wonderfully, that two yeatfsaf- 

, ter, we reaped and did gather of it as fair, big and weighty a* in 

Jfrance, which the foil hath brought forth without any tillage ;'■ #f*d 
yet at this prefent [1609] it dothi continue ftill to multiply ^vcjjr 

.Jftaiw 

J_ The jfaid ifland containeth fome half a league in circuit 
Jbnd at the end of it) on the fea fide, there is a mount, or jtoatf 
which is* as it were, a little ijle> fevered from the olktfo 
where Monf.. De Monts his cannon were placed. There is al£p 
/i little chappcl, built after the fayage fafhion. At the foot of 
~which chappel there is fuch ftore of mufcles as if wonderful^ 
which may be gathered at low water, but they are fmalL ,1. 

14 Now let us prepare and hoift up fails* MonC de Poutriflj- 
jeourt made the voyage into thefe parts, with fome men x>f gppi 
fort, not to winter there 5 but as it were to feck out his (eat, iu*l 
find out a land. that might like him. , Which he haying .done, Jwd 
«o need to fojourne there any longer. So then, the mips bpinfc 

7 a ™** 
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French, r la fan* '-pin tbe places wbfck hjt 
had pafl^* th& Jand was inviting j and jjfcr - 
ticukr notice was taken of die grapes ; \?H 
the lavage^ appeared numerotts f unfriendi^ajVj 
tjiievifh * De Monts' company being froalJ, fee 
preferred fafety to pkafuce, and returned- fttft 
to St. Croix, and then to Port Royal j whefee 
be found Dupodt, in a fbip from Fraixft* 
with fre£h ftipplje* and * teinforcemertt *f 

forty 

Ttfcdy for the return, he flapped himfclf, and thofe of hh Compa* 
ny in one of them. 

" During tbe forefaid navigation, Monf. De Monts his peop&, 
-Jid work about the fort : which he feated at the end of ihe'tfl* 
ttnd^ opposite to the place where he had lodged his carman. 
Which wa* wifely confidered, to die end to command the ritir 
up and down* But there was an inconvenience ; the laid" fbtt 
did lie toward the north, and without any (belter, but of the tr&t 
that were on the ifle fhore, which all about he commanded to' Dt 
Jcept and hot cut down. 

" The moft urgent things being done, an4 hoary fnowy Athef 
-being come, that is to fay winter, then they were forced to keep 
Within doors, and to live every one at his own home. Durini 
frhich time, our men had three fpecial difcommodities, in this ifi- 
^md, want of wood, (for that which was In the faii ifle was.<j>ent 
m buildings) tack of fir ejh water, and the continual watch ma<f$ 
iff night, fearing fdme furprize from the favages, that had Ipdge^ 
themfelves, at the fcot of the faid ifland, or f6me other enemy. 
tor the malediction and 'rage of many chriftians is fuqH, that one 
muft take heed of them much more than of Infidels. Wnen thc^r 
fcad need of water or wood,, they were confirtfned to crofs over Hp 
tfver, whkh isMttVe ds 'broad of 'every Jtde : kf 1 tki* fiver ef 

By 



forty men. ; The ftores which had beeri de<* 
pofited at St- Croix were removed acrofs tb& 
bay, but the buildings were left ftandirig. 
New houfes were ereded at the mouth o£ 
the river, which runs into the bafon of Port: 
Royal i there the ftores and people were 4 * 
lodged ; and pe Mbnts having put his affairs 
in as good order as poffible, in the month of- 
September embarked for France ; leaving; 
Dupont as his lieutenant, with Champlain^ 
and Champdore to perfeft the fettlement, and 
explore the country. 

During the next winter they were plentifully 
fupplied by the favages with venifon, and a 
great trade was carried on for furs. Nothing 
is faid of the fcurvy ; but they had flhort al- 
lowance of bread ; not by reafon of any fcarc* 
ity of corn but becaufe they had no other 
mill to grind it than the hand mill, which re- 
quired 

By a gentleman who reiided feveral years in thofe parts, I have 
been informed, that an ifland which anfwers to this defcription, 
lies in the eafitrn part of the bay of Paffamaquoddy ; and there the 
river St. Croix was fuppofed to be, by the commiflioners who ne- 
gociated the peace in 1783, who had Mitchel's map before them ; 
but, in a map of the coaft of New England and Nova Scotia, pub- 
lifted in London, 1787, by Robert Sayer, and faid to be drawn 
by Capt. Holland, the river St. Croix is laid down at the 
wtflcrn part of the bay ; the breadth of which is about fix or {eve* 
leagues. 
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quired hard and continual labour . The fav^ w 
ages were fo averfe to this exercife, that thefi 
preferred hunger to the tafk of grinding cornj^ 
though they were offered half of it in pay-f 
xnent. Six men only died in the courft «P 
this winter. % 

In the fpring of 1606, Dupont attempted* 
to find what De Monts had miffed, in the? 
preceding year, a more fbutherly fettleriieritP 
His bark was twice forced back with adverfc 
winds ; and the third time was driven orf 
rocks and bilged at the mouth of the port.- 
The men and ftores were faved ; but the vef- 
fcl was loft- Thefe fruitlefs* attempts proved r 
very difcouraging j but Dupont employe* 
his people, in building a bark and fliallop ; tha£ 
they might employ themfelves in vifiting the 
ports, whither their countrymen refort to drj? 
their fifli, till new fupplies fliould arrive. 

De Monts and Poutrincourt were at that 
time in France, preparing, amidft every dif- 
couragement, for another voyage. On the thif^ 
teenth of May, they failed from Rochelle, in 
a fhip of one hundred and fifty tons ; and on 
the 27th of July arrived at Port Royal, in 1 
the abfence of Dupont, who had left two 
pien only to guard the fort, In a few days 
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he arrived, having met, -with one of their boa$f 
which they had left at Canfeau, and great wa$ 
t|ie joy on both fides at their meeting. 

JPoutrincourt now began his plantation ^ 
and having cleared a fppt of ground, within 
fifteen days he fowed European corn arid few 
cral forts of garden vegetables * But not with*-* 
{landing all the beauty and fertility of Port 
Royal, De Moots had ftill a defire to find £ 
better place at the fouthward* He therefore 
prevailed on Poutrincourt to make 
Qther voyage to Cape Malebarre ; and fo carn^ 
eft was he to have this matter accooipliihcd* 
that he would not wait till the next fpring^ 
but prepared a bark to go to the the fouth* 
w^rd as foon as the ihip was ready to faiL 
* On the zSth of Auguft, the ihip and the 
bark both failed from Port Royal. In the 
ijup De Monts and Dupont returned . Jjfl 
trance ; whilft Poutrincourt, Champl^ij^ 
Champdore and others , crofTed the bay to 
Croix* and thence failed along the coafLj 
touching, at many harbours in their way till 
they arrived in fight of the Cape, the objs^ 
of their voyage. Being entangled among thf? 
(hoalst* their rudder was broken and they wer^ 
Obliged to come.to^nchpfi at. the diftancre ,gf 
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three leagues from the Jand. The boat was 
then Tent afhore to find a harbour of frefli 
water ; which by the information of one of 
the natives was accompliftied. Fifteen cfeys 
were fpent in this place ; during which time* 
a crofs was ere&ed, and pofleflion taken, for 
the King of France $ as De Moats had dorig 
two years before at Kenebeck. When th$ 
bark was repaired and ready to Jail, Poutriii^ 
Court took a walk into the country, whilft has 
people were baking bread. Ia his abfencd 
fome of the natives vifited his people and ftole 
a hatchet. Two guns were fired at them^ 
and they fled, In his return he faw feveral 
parties of the ftvages, male and female, carry- 
ing away their children and their corn'; 
and hiding themfelves, as he and his com? 
pany patted* He was alarmed at this 
ftrange appearance $ but much more fo, 
when early the next morning a fhower of ari 
rqws came flying among his people, two of 
whom were killed and feveral others wounded* 
The favages having taken their revenge, fled j 
and it was in vain to purfue them. The 
dead were buried at the foot of the croft ; and 
whilft the funeral fervice was performing, th» 
fivages were dancing and yelling in mock 

concert, 
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concert, at a convenient diftance, but within 
hearing. When the French retired kmi board 
their bark, the favages took down the crofs, 
dug up the bodies and ftripped them of their 
grave clothes, which they carried off in tri- 
umph. 

t. This unhappy quarrel gave Poutrincourt a 
bad idea of the natives. He attempted to 
pafs farther round the cape ; but was prevent- 
ed by contrary winds ; and forced back to tht 
fame harbour, where the favages offering to 
trade, fix or feven of them were feized and put 
|p death. 

. The next day another attempt was made to 
feil farther ; but the wind came againft them. 
At the diftance of fix or feven leagues they 
difcovered an ifland ; but the wind would not 
permit them to approach it $ they therefore 
gave it the name of Douteufe, or Doubtful. 
This was probably cither Nantucket or Ca- 
pawock, now called Martha's Vineyard ; and 
if.fo, the conteft with the Indians was on the 
lbuthfhoreof Cape Cod ; where arc feveral 
harbours and ftreams of frefli water. To the 
harbour where he lay, he gave the name of 
Port Fortune, 

It 
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It was now late in the feafon and no prof- 
pedt appeared of obtaining any better place 
for a fettlement ; beiides, he had two wound* 
ed men whofe lives were in danger. He 
therefore determined to return, which he did 
by the fhorteft and moft diredfc courfe.; and f 
after a perilous voyage, in which the rudder 
was again broken, and the bark .narrowly e& 
caped ihipwreck, he arrived at Port Royal on 
the 14th of November. : ■ -~ 

, The manner in which they fpent the third 
winter was focial and feftivc. At the princi-* 
pal table, to which fifteen perfons belonged, an 
order was eftabliihed, by the name of L-ordrc 
de Aon temps. Every one took his turn: to bo 
caterer and fteward, for one day, during, which 
he wore the collar of the order and a napkin* 
and carried a ftaff. After fuppcr. he refigncd 
his accoutrements, with the ceremony of 
drinking a cup of wine, to the next in fuccef* 
fion. The advantage of this inftitution wasp 
that each one was emulous to be prepared for 
his day ; by previoufly hunting or fiflring, or: 
purchafing fifh and game of the natives, wha 
constantly relided among them, and were cjc*:. 
tremely pleafed with their manners* . . ^ 

Four 
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Four only died in this winter ; and it is re- 
marked that thefe were " fluggifli and fretful/* 
The winter was mild and fair. On a Sunday 
in the middle of January, after divine fervice* 
they "fported-and had muiic on the river;" 
and in the fame month they went two leagues, 
to fee their com field, and dined cheerfully in 
the funfhine. 

At the firft opening of the fpring (1607) 
they began to prepare gardens ; the produce 
of which was extremely grateful ; as were aU 
4b the numberlefs fifh which came into the 
river. They alfo cre&ed a water mill, which 
not only fcved them much hard labour, at tha 
band mill ; but gave them more time for fiflj- 
ing. The fifh which they took were called 
herrings and pilchards'; of which they pickled 
feveral hogsheads to be fent home to Prance. 

In April they began to build two barks, in 
which they might vifit the ports, frequented 
by the fishermen, and learn fome news fronqr 
their mother country, as well as get fupplies 
for their fubfiftence. Having no pitch to piay 
the feame, they were obliged to cut pine trees 
and burn them in kilns, by which means they 
obtained a fufficiency. 

On 



% 
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On Afcenfion day, a veffei arrived from 
France, deftined to bring fupplies ; a large 
ihare of which, the crew had ungeneroufly 
confumed in their voyage. The letters 
brought by this veffei informed them that the 
company of Merchants, aflbciated with De 
Monts, was dicouraged ; and that their (hip 
was to be employed in the fiftiery at Canfeau, 
The rcafon of this proceeding was,, that con- 
trary to the King's edid, the Hollanders had 
intruded themfelves into the fur trade, in the 
river of Canada ; having been coqduded by a 
treacherous Frenchman ; in confequence of 
which, the King had revoked, the exclufive 
privilege which he had giv£n to De Monts 
for ten years. The avarice, of thefe Holland- 
ers was fo great, that they had opened the 
graves <?f the dead, and taken the beaverlkins 
in which the corpfes had been buried. This 
outrage was fo highly refented by the favages 
at Canfeau, that they killed the perfon, who ■ 
had 4hown the places .where the dead were 
laid. This news was extremely unwelcome, as 
it portended the deftrudtion of the colony. 

Poutrincourt however was fo well plcafed 
'with his fituation, that he determined to re- 
X turn 
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turn to it, though none but his own family 
fhould accompany him. He was very defir- 
ous to fee the iffue of his attempt at agricul- 
ture, and therefore detained the veflel, as long 
as he could ; and employed his bark in fmall 
voyages, about the bay, to trade for furs, and 
gather fpecimens of iron and copper to be 
tranfported to France.* When they were all 
ready to faiJ, he tarried eleven days longer 
than the others, that he might carry home 
the firft fruits of his harveft. Leaving the 
buildings, and part of the provifion with the 
Handing corn, as a prefent to the friendly na- 
tives, he finally failed from Port Royal, on 
the nth of Auguft, and joined the other vef- 
fels at Canfeau from which place, they 
proceeded to France, where they arrived in 
the latter end of September. 

Specimens of the wheat, rye, barley, and 
oats were fhown to the King ; which, with 
other productions of the country, animal and 
mineral, werefo highly acceptable, that he re- 
newed and confirmed to De Monts the privi- 
lege of trading for beavers ; that he might 
have it in his power to eftablifli a colony. 
In confequcncc of which, the next fpring fev- 
eral families were fent to renew the plantation, 

who 
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who found that the favages had gathered fev- 
en barrels of the corn which had been left 
ffarfding i and had referved one for their 
friends whom they expe&ed to return. 

The revocation of the exclufive patent 
given to De Monts, was founded on com- 
plaints, made by the mailers of fifhing veffels, 
that the branch of commerce in which they 
were engaged would be ruined. When this 
patent was rcftored, it was limited to one 
year ; and on this condition, that he ihould 
make an eftabliihment in the river St. Law- 
rence. De Monts therefore quitted his 
connexion with Acadia, and the compa- 
ny of Merchants, with whom he had been 
connected, fitted out two fliips for the 
port of Tadoufac, in 1608. The fur trade 
was of very confiderable value, and the com- 
pany made great profits ; but De Monts finfl- 
ing their interefts hurt by his connexion with 
them, withdrew from the aflbciation, 

Poutrincourt refolving to profecute his 
plantation at Port Royal, the grant of which 
had been confirmed, to him by the King, 
fent Biencourt* his fan, to France, (1608) foe 
a fupply of men and provifions. One condition 
of the grant was, that attempts fliould be made 
X 2 to 
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convert the natives to the Catholic faith, it 
was therefore neceffary to engage the afliftancc 
of fome ecclefiaftics. The firft who embrac- 
ed the propofal were the Jefuits, by whofe 
zealous exertions a contribution was foon made 
for the purpofe ; and two of their order, Biard 
and Maffe, embarked for the new plantation. 
It was not long before a controverfy arofe be- 
tween them and the proprietor, who faid €€ it 
was his part to rale them them on earth, and 
theirs only to guide him to heaven."* After 
his departure for France, his fon Biencourt, 
difdaining to be controled by thofe whonf he 
had invited to refide with him, threatened 
them with corporal punifliment, in return for 
their fpiritual anathemas. It became necef- 
fary then that they fliould feparate. The Je- 
fuits removed to mount Defart, where they 
planted gardens and entered on the bufinefs of 
their million, which they continued till 1613 
or 1 6 14 ; when Sir Samuel Argal from Vir- 
ginia broke up the French fettlements in 
Acadia. In the encounter one of thefe Jefuits 
was killed and the other was made prifoncr. 
Of the other Frenchmen, fome difperfed 
themfclves in the woods and mixed with the 

favages 

* Purchas v. 1808. 
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favagcs $ fome went to the river St. Law- 
rence and ftrengthened the fettlement which 
Champlain had made there j and others re- 
turned to France. 

Two advantages were expedted to refult 
from eftablifhing a colony in the river St. 
Lawrence : One was, an extenfion of the fur 
trade, and another was the hope of penetrating 
weftward, though the lakes, to the Pacific 
Ocean, and finding a nearer communication 
with China. One of the yeffels fent by the 
company of merchants, in 1608, to that river, 
was commanded by Champlain. In his form-? 
er voyage he had marked the ftrait above the 
Ifle of Orleans, as a proper fituationfora fort ; 
becaufe the river was there contracted in its 
breadth, and the northern fhore was high and 
commanding. He^arrived there in the begin- 
ning of July, and immediately began to clear 
the woods, to build houfes, and prepare fields 
and gardens. Here he fpent the winter, and 
his company fufFered much by the fcurvy. 
The remedy which Carrier had ufed, was not 
to be found, or the lavages knew nothing of 
it. It is fuppofed that the former inhabitants 
had been extirpated, and a new people held 
pofieflion,* 

X 3 In 

4 * Purchas v, 1642* 
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In the fpring of 1609, Champlain, with two 
other Frenchmen and a party of the natives, 
went up the river now called Sorel and enter- 
ed the lakes, which lie toward the fouth, and 
communicate with the country of the Iroquois. 
To the largeft of thefc lakes Champlain gave 
his own name, which it has ever fince retain- 
ed. On the fliore of another, which he called 
Lake Sacrament, now Lake George, they were 
difcovercd by a company of the Iroquois, with 
whom they had a fkirtr>ifh. Champlain killed 
two of them with his mufquet. The fcalps 
of fifty were taken gnd brought to Quebeck in 
triumph f 

In the autumn, Champlain went to 
France, leaving Capt Pierre to command $ 
ftjjd in 1 610 he returned to Quebeck, to perfect 
the colony, of which he may confidered as 
the founder. 

After the death of Henry IV, he ob-r 
tajned of the Queen Regent, a commif* 
fion as Lieute^artt of New-France, with very 
extenfive powers • This commiffion wa? 
confirmed by Lewis XIII ; and Champlain was 
pontinued \n the Government of Canada. f 

The 
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The religious controvcrfies, which prevail- 
ed in France, augtaented the number of colo- 
nifts. A fettlement was made at Trois Rivieres, 
and a brifk trade was carried on at Tadoufac. 
In 1626, Quebeck began to affume the face 
of a city, and the fortrefs was rebuilt with 
ilone ; but the people were divided in their 
religious principlqg and the Hugonot party 
prevailed. 

In this divided ftate, (1629) the colony 
was attacked by an armament from England 
under the condudt of Sir David Kirk. He 
failed up the river St. Lawrence and appeared 
before Quebeck, which was then fo miferably 
fupplied, that they had but feven ounces of 
bread to a man for a day. A fquadron from 
France, with provifion for their relief, entered 
the river ; but, after fome refiftance, were tak- 
en by the Englifli, This difappointment in- 
creafed the diftrefs of the colony and obliged 
Champlain to capitulate. He was carried to 
France in an Englifh fhip ; and there found the 
minds, of the people divided, with regard to 
Canada ; fome thinking it not worth regain- 
ing, as it had coft the government vaft fums* 
without bringing any return 5 others deemia 

the 

X 4 
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the fifliery and fur trade to be great national 
objedts, efpecially as they proved to be a riur~ 
fery for fcamen. Thefe fentiments, fupported 
by the folicitation of Champlain, prevailed ; 
and by the treaty of St. Germain's, in 1632, 
Canada, Acadia and Cape Breton were reftor- 
ed to France, 

The next year Champlain rcfurfted his gov- 
ernment, and the company of New France 
were reftored to their former rights and pri- 
vileges. A large recruit of inhabitants, with 
a competent fupply of Jefuits, arrived from 
France ; and with fome difficulty a miflion 
Was e ft abl idied among theHurons ; and a fem- 
inary of the order was begun at Quebeck. Iji 
the midft of this profperity Champlain died, 
in the month of December, 1635 1 and was 
fucceeded the next year by De Montmagny. 

Champlain is characterised as a man of 
good fenfe, itrong penetration and upright 
views ; volatile, adtive, enterprizing, firm and 
valiant. He aided the Huron's, in their wars 
with the Iroquois, and perfonally engaged in 
their battles ; in one of which he was wound- 
ed. His zeal for the propagation of the 
Catholic religion was fo great that it was a 

common 
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common faying with him, that " the falvation 
of one foul was of more value than the con- 
queift of an empire/'* 

* Charlevoix Hifl. NouvellC| France, Tom. t, p. 197, 4to* 



XIV. FERDINANDO 



34f 

XIV. FERDINANDO GORGES. 

i 

AMD 

JOHN MASON. 

We know nothing concerning Gorges 
in the early part of his life.* The firft ac- 
count we have of him, is the difcovery which 
% he made of a plot which the earl of Eflcx 
had laid to overthrow the government of 
Queen Elizabeth, the tragical iffue of which 
is too well known to be here repeated. Gorges, 
who had been privy to the confpiracy at firft, 
communicated his knowledge of it to Sir 
Walter Raleigh, his intimate friend, but the 
enemy and rival of Effex.-f* 

There was not only an intimacy between 
Raleigh and Gorges, but a (imilarity in their 
genius and employment ; both were formed 
for intrigue and adventure $ both were inde- 
fatigable in the profecution of their fanguinc 
projedts ; and both were naval commanders." 

During the war with Spain, which occupi- 
ed the laft years of Queen Elizabeth, Gorges, 
with other adventurous fpirits, found full em- 
ployment 

* In Joflelyn's voyage he is called " Sir F. G. of Aihton 
Phillips, in Somerfet." p. 197. 
+ Hume, 
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ployment in the navy of their miftrefs. 
When the peace, which her fucceflbr, Jaipes I, 
made in 1604, put an end to their hopes of 
honor and fortune by- military' enterprizes, 
Sir Ferdinando was appointed Governor of 
Plymouth, in Devonftrire. This circum- 
ftance, by which the fpirit of adventure might 
fcem to have been repreffed, proved the occa- 
fion of its breaking out with frefli ardour, 
• though in a pacific and mercantile form, con- 
nected with the rage for foreign difcoveries, 
which after fome interruption, had again fciz- 
ed the Englifli nation. 

Lord Arundel, of Wardour, had employed 
a Captain Weymouth in fearch of a north- 
weft paiTage to India. This navigator having 
miftaken his courfe, fell in with a river on the 
coaft of America, which, by his defcription, 
muft have been cither Kenebeck, or Penob- 
fcot. From thence he brought to England, 
five of the natives, and arrived in the month 
of July, 1605, in the harbour of Plymouth, 
where Gorges commanded, who immediately 
took three of them into his family. Their 
names were Manida, Sketwarroes and Taf- 
quantum $ they were all of one language, 
though not of the feme tribe. This accident 

proved 
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proved the occafion, under God's providencc t 
of preparing the way for a more perfedk dif- 
covery than had yet been made of this part of 
North-America. 

Having gained the affediions of thefe fava- 
ges by kind treatment, he found them, very 
docile and intelligent ; and from them he 
learned by inquiry, many particulars concern- 
ing their country, its rivers, harbours, iflands, 
fiflb and other animals ; the numbers, difpo- 
fition, manners and cuftoms of the natives ; 
their government, alliances, enemies, force 
and methods of war. The refult of thefe in- 
quiries ferved to feed a fangulne hope of in- 
dulging his genius and advancing his for- 
tune by a more thorough difcovery of the 
country. 

His chief affociate in this plan of difcovery, 
was Sir John Popham, Lord Chief Juftice of 
the King's Bench, who, by his acquaintance 
with divers noblemen, and by their intereft at 
court, obtained from King James a patent for 
making fettlements in America, which was 
ftow divided into two diftri<fts, and called 
North and South Virginia. The latter of 
thefe diftrids was put under the care of cer- 
tain noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who 

were 
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r were ftyled the London Company ; the former 
under the direction of other s. in Briftql, Exe- 
ter and Plymouth, who were called the Ply- 
mouth Company, becaufe their meetings were 
ufually held there. 

By the joint efforts of this company, of 
which Pppham and Gorges were two of the 
moft enterprifing members ; a fhip, command- 
ed by Henry Chalong, was fitted out, and 
failed in Auguft, 1606, for the difcovery of 
the country, from which the favages had been 
brought, and two of then? were put on board. 
The orders given to the mafter, were to keep 
in as high a latitude as Cape Breton, till he 
fhould difcover the main land, and then to 
range the coaft fouthward, till he fhould find 
the place from which the natives had beea 
taken. Inftead of obferving thefe orders, the 
Captain falling fick on the paflagc, made a 
fouthern courfe, and firft arrived at the ifland 
of Porto Rico, where he tarried fome time 
for the recovery of his health ; from thence 
coming northwardly, he fell in with a Span- 
ifli fleet from the Ha van nah, by whom the 
fliip was feized and carried to Spain. 

Captain Prynne, in another ihip, which 
failed from Briftol, with orders to find Cha- 
long, 
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long, and join with him in a furvcy of the 
coaft, had better fuccefs ; for though he fail- 
ed of meeting his confort, yet he carried home 
a particular account of the coafts, rivers, and 
harbours, with other information relative to 
the country, which made fo deep an impref- 
fion on the minds of the company, as to 
ftrengthen their refolution of profecuting their 
enterprise. 

It was determined to fend over a large num- 
ber of people fufficient to begin a colony. For 
this purpofe George Popham was appointed 
prefident ; Raleigh Gilbert, admiral ; Ed- 
ward Harlon, mafter of ordnance ; Robert 
Davis, ferjeant major ; Elis Beft, marfhal ; 
Mr. Seaman, fecretary ; James Davis, com- 
mander of the fort ; Gome Carew, fearcher. 
All thefe were to be of the council ; and be- 
fides thefe, the colony confifted of iod men, 
who were ftyled planters. They failed from 
* Plymouth in two (hips (May 31, 1607) and 
having fallen in with the ifland of Monahigon. 
(Auguft 11,) landed at the mouth of Sagada- 
hock, or Kenebeck river, on a peninfula, 
where they ere&ed a ftore houfe, and haying 
fortified it as well as their circumftances would 
admit, gave it the name of Fort St, George. 

By 
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By means of two natives, whom they 
brought with them from England, viz. Sket- 
warroes, fent by Gorges, and Dehamida, by. 
Popham, they found a cordial welcome among 
the Indians, their fachems offering to condudt 
and introduce them to the Bafhaba or great % 
chief, whofe refidence was at Penobfcot, and 
to whom, it was expedted, that all ftrangcrs 
fhould make their addrefs.* 

The Prefident having received feveral invi- 
tations, was preparing to comply with their 
requeft, and had advanced fome leagues on 
his way, but contrary winds, and bad weather, 
obliged him to return, to the great grief of 
the fachems, who were to have attended him. 
The Bafhaba hearing of the difappointment, 
fent his fon to vifit the Prefident, and fettle 
a trade for furs. 

The fhips departed for England, in De- 
cember, leaving behind them only 45 perfons 
of the new colony. The feafon was too far 

advanced 

* The Bafliaba of Penobfcot, was a prince, fuperior in rank 
to the fachems of the feveral Tribes. All the fachems, weftwardp 
as far as Naumkeeg [Salem] acknowledged fubjedion to him. 
He is frequently mentioned in the accounts of the firft voyages to, 
New-England ; but was killed by the Tarrateans in 1615, be* 
fore any effectual fettlementwas made in the country. We have 
no account of any other Indian chief in thefe northern parts of 
America, whofe authority was fo extcnfive. 
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advanced before their arrival to begin planting 
for that year, if there had been ground prepar- 
ed for tillage. They had to fubfift on the 
prtmfions which they had brought from. 
Erigland, and the fifh and game which the 
country afforded. The feverity of an Ame- 
rican winter was new to them $ and though 
it was obferved, that the fame winter was un- 
commonly fevere in England, yet that cir- 
cumftance being unknown, could not allevi- 
ate their diftrefs. By fome accident, their 
ilore houfe took fire, and was confumed, w|th 
the greater part of their provifions, in the 
middle of the winter; and in the ipring 
(i6o£) they had the additional misfortune to 
lofc their Prefident, Captain Popham,' by 
death. The (hip, which their friends in 
England had by their united exertions fent 
over with fupplies, arrived a few days after, 
with the melancholy news of the death ot 
Sir John Popham, which happened while 
(he lay waiting for a wind at Plymouth. The 
command of the colony now devolved on 
Gilbert, but the next (hip brought an ac- 
count of the death of his brother Sir John 
Gilbert, which obliged him to return to Eng- 
land; to take care of the eflate "to w^ich he 
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fucceeded. Thcfe repeated misfortunes and 
difappointments, operating with the difguft 
which the new colonics had taken to th6 
climate and foil, determined them to quit the 
place. Accordingly, having embarked with 
their Prefident, they returned to England, 
carrying with them, as the fruit of their la- 
bour, a fmall veifel, which they had built 
during their refidence here, and thus the firft 
colony, which was attempted in New Eng- 
land, began and ended in one year. 

The country was now branded as intolera* 
bly cold, and the body of the adventurers re- 
linquiChed the defign. Sir Francis Popham, 
indeed, employed a fhip for fome fucceeding 
years in the fifhing and fur trade ; but he, at 
length, became content with his loffes, and 
none of this company but Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, had the refolution to furmount all 
dilcouragements . Though he fincerely lament- 
ed the lofs of his worthy friend, the Chief Juf- 
tice, who had zealoufly joined with him, in 
thefe hithertb fruitlefs, but expenfive labours, 
yet, "as to the coldnefs of the clime (he fays) 
he had too much experience in the world, to 
be frighted with fuch a blaft, as knowing 
many great kingdoms and* large territories 
Y more 
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more northerly fcated, and by many degrees 
Scolder, were plentifully inhabited, and. divefo 
enf .them ftored with no better commodities 
than thefe parts afford, if like induftryyast 
and labour, be iifed." 

^i. Such perfevering ardor in the face of fb mao- 
^ difcouragements, cauft be allowed to d2&- 
^ a mind formed for enterprize, and fatty 
i#*fua&d.of the .prailicability of theuadtfr. 

taking. . . 

^ r When he found th^t he could. not bp /ec- 
jjnded.in bia attempts for a thorough diicov- 

$cy of the country, by others, he defetminsd 
jf/Pi parry it on by himfelf and for this pat- 
-Vftk M purchafed a (hip, and engaged Wtffe^ 
;ff$ft?r and crew to go to the coajffc of 
^England for the purpofe of fishing aqd trafifc, 

fee only inducement which feafaring .po^f^e 
.cpuld have to undertake fuch a voyage,, _?Qn 
; board this {hip he put Richard ;Yi«r$$ Jt %gd 

feveral others of his own fervants jn^fep^j|je 
r placed the fulleft . confidence aad^ylft^^e 

Hired at a great expepfe tp ftay in i&^fQgft&y, 
.oyer the winter, and. purfue the^^co^ry^f 

my M^i^w J^.-Ufiial ocgyfgt^^^e 
« co^ft^^tt^yelled into the lanjl,v and meeting 

with 
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-Witktharijwagfl^j fcbx> J^itefare oetairnccbrto 
Amttioayb^tbjriftaffi^ 

.tntbc inch parcicsflars i Gocges » wifhtsd ito 
."kawwi'-j^n; 6dlii U ,L !•.■:!*»• <->n^. •;!> i^iij 
Mr. Vines and his conirjaiiidittiwcrode*eiKcd 
4jy:*he Indians -with great tyofpitalityv 'though 
their refidence among cheott was waderedihajft* 
^fedbitt $ both ;by a waVwhteh raged' among 
tb*m, atfd by a p<^ik^ce y hkh accOBrtpeaaietl 
or fucceeded it. 

- lj This war and p^ftflence are frequently 
fpoken 6f fcyShe hiftbrfiite bf New Engkni, 
a$ rcmaffcabte events, mthecourfedf Pravi- 
tiencc, 'which Spared the ■ way for the «ftati- 
4i&meitt-ofoan European colony. 1 IGbneeiti- 
tog the War, we know nothing more^tox 
•ttflsV that it was begun by the Tart^tieae^a 
•**tfon iwho refided taftwSrd of -Penobfcot. 
^efe fbtmidable people rufjyri^ed the fcaflia- 
o? chief focfcm, at? his head quartern, arid 
sdeflfcoyed him with all WsPfatfrily ; r updn 
& wSielr*ll ; *he dtf^Ia^m^who were fltboi-. 
«d$bWto Him, ^aarVefled^^ahiohg. tUemfelvea 
fcfotifhe ^eretgn^V • and- in theft diffenfions 
~Wty]&iMti*16* wHi4s of *^"unb.apfrr 
sjieoble ; perWacd. ^wHa«-particniarttiadi&e 
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^efti)ej)ce wm^, >ve JftfflG flct c^ity* io^praiftf 
tjygq * l?pt itffccofs ip, h»vp -b^n, a 4j%;fcr jxfr 
cjpljaji; to the Ifldijahs, J^r JVJr r ..Yin^s* .3b£ hip 
companions, who were intimately conv$rJfr$t 
with theip, apd frequently lodged in their 
wigwams, were not in the leaft degree 
e<| l^y it, though it r fwept off tjie lrjdi^ ?t 
fucha prodigious rate, that the living wprlp 
hot able to bury the dead, and th«r BonftS 
tvere found feveral years after, lying. a^Qjjjt .^e 
villages where they, had refided. Tlic, t fa^te At 
of this peftilence was between P^n^J)|pp # t ]p 
the call:, and.Narra^anfet in th? we$,., TChefe 
two tribes efcaoed*w tjjqiptcrro^iite,^)- 
pie were waited and deftroyed. 

information . which Vines Q^in^d Jjljf 
^ir Ferdinapdq, though fatisfadtory^ in -v ej^ 
view ? produced nq real advantage p^porfj^p- 
ate to the expenfe. Wfyjlift he wa$ r 4^ib^r^ ? 
ing by w$iat means he fly?uld farfher^p^ie- 
ctttehis plan of colonization, Czpt u J$e$pjf 
rlarley, wlio had been one of the un^^a^. 
adventurers to. Sagad^pci;, c^e^to 



if?? 

. • Mr. j Gookih fays, that he " had <li(courfed with fprapjd 
IfiJiifls' Who were then youths, who told him^at tliV boies of 
fa £ck were all over exceeding ytltow, ( which ^U^^criWWly 
pointyig ^j^jX^pw^g^caO ^o* hefo^t^ dirf ^jjag*- 
ward>" See Coflcaions ojf ftiftoncaT Society for 1791.' *p- 148. 
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bringing i fiatitfe of thfc Aland Capaidct^ 
how tilled Martha's ViAeykrd, who had been 
treachcrodfly taken fibm his own country by 
One of the fiftling fhips ahd fliowri in London 
is a fight. Gorglis received this favage, 
whofe name was Ej^now, witti great plea- 
fure : and about the fame time recovered AjT- 
facumet, one of th'bfe who Had been fent in 
the unfortunate voyage of Captain Chalong, 
Thefe two Indians at firft, fcarcely underftood 
each other ; but, when they had grown better 
acquainted, Aflacumet informed his old mafl^r 
6f what he had learned from Epenow con- 
cerning his country. This artful fellow h^d 
invented a ftory of a mini of gotd vi His native 
rfland which he fdppofed would induce 
adventurer to employ him as a pilot, by which 
irifcaris he hoped to get liome, anc( he was not 
difapj)binted in his expedation. 

Gorges had engaged the Earl of Southamp- 
ton, then comtnander ot the Ifle of Wight^ 
to advance one hundred pounds, and Capt, 
Hbbfori another hundred, anc( alfo to go on 
the difebvery. With this affiftance,, Hurley 
{ailed in June 1 6 14, carrying with hiqx feycx^ 
land foldicrs and the two before mentioned 
Jfadiaris; with" ai third h^^ Wanap^, who 
V 3 : ~ had'" 
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had been fent to Gorges from the I&c of 
Wight. On the arrival of the fhip, flic was 
(66n piloted to the ifland of Capawock, and 
t& the harbour where Epenow was to perform 
his promife, The principal inhabitants of 
the place, with fome of his own kinfmcn,camc 
oil board, with whom he held a conference 
*ntl contrived his efcapc. They departed, 
proniifing to return the next day with furs for 
traffick. Epenow had pretended that If it 
were known, that he had difcovered the, f&m 
crets of his country, his life would be in 
'danger, but the company were careful ta 
tiittch him j and to prevent his efcape, had 
^tiified him in long clothes, which could eafi- 
3yBe laid hold of, if there fhould be occafioru 
His friends appeared the next morning fa 
twenty canoes, and lying at a diftancc, thq 
Captain called to them to come on board, 
which they declining, Epenow was ordered 
tbtenew the invitation. He, mounting the 
fbrecaftle, hailed theQi as he was dirt&ed, and 
ft the fame inftant, though one held him by 
the coat, yet being ftrong and heavy, he jump- 
ed into the water. His countrymen -then ad* 
V&iced to receive him, and fent a fhovter of 
jjtpws into the (hip, Fhich fo difcopcertcd 

the 
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the crew, .tl^^c^ifo^r, .Coi^fct^.qfF^ 
pd.hifr cfcape. r >Thua yw^ 
i&ed, an4, r thf {hip returned without; bayipjj 
performed £ny feryiccs adequate tp the: t e?^ 
penfe pf her equipment, 
_.The Plymouth company were rn^u^, dif^ 
ppyiraged by the ill fuccefsof this adventure^ 
hut the fpirit of emulation .between them ^a^L 
the. London company proved very feryjaabjjp 
$p the caufe in which they were jointly- 
jgfrged. r For thefe h^lpg feat our foyr ihjps 
under the command of .MLphael Cooper, , ,tp 
Sputh Virginia,. [ January , 1615] and Captwa 
John Smith, who had been employed by th^t 
company, having returned to England^ai^ 
engaged with the company at PlymQuth^th^ 
Jjopes revived* Sir Ferdinando Gorges,; pp, 
.<^>ncert with Dr. SutlifEe> Dean of Esefc^ 
*nd feveral others, equipped two veffel^ qra^f 
two hundred, the other of 50 toos,roiyJjcprjd 
4ff* which (hefides the compliment of feaipei}) 
flffere? J&xteoft men who were deftined l»,begjp 
^;colony in ISlew Eoglantf. \ [March,, 
When tbey had felled one hundred and tweqr 
leagues, tfe large fhip loft Jher maft$ ? ; and 
ipi;uag a leafc*\ wJhich, obliged .them tp^t 
fcpk write, l«TRO#s te: v ^lyj^ttthi ; Fjp& 
Y4 * thence 
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tfeoace Sn»th (ale^. again [Jws .2*} i»<* 
of fixty t?ns* carrying the £mo &getft 
HWh; but qb this.fecopd voyage, was tekm*by 
ippr Frcpch men pf. war, and carnoi $o 
Prance. The veflel of fifty ton*, whiclviU^ 
i fcpe« fcparated from hpo* purfuod her voyage* 
apd returned in fafety * but the main d*%fl 
q£ Jthe voyage, which was taeffed a ieftlettyjHj 
Was fruftrated. r : 1C 

The fame year (Odober) Sir Richard Jjfew-1 
ki»£t by authority of the Plymouth company* 
pfv^hich he was Prefident for that year, vifit~ 
cd tjjc coail of New England, ta try what 
^Cyiccs he could do them in fearching th{ 
jpgunfry, and its commodities ; but on bis ac^ 
rivd* finding the natives engaged in war, £g 
j^e&slpng the coaft to Virginia, and ftpw 
thence returned to England, by the way 
Spajn, sphere he difpofod of the fifih,, w&al| 

had, taken in the voyage. • 
, i After this flbips we« fent every feafqft tyf 
|b# London and. Plymouth Compaojea . 
voyages of profit ; theft ; fi£h and fure carat* ta 
a good market in Europe, but all the attempt* 
which were made to colon*?? Nortb Virginia* 
by /ome unfarefe$p accidents failed of fsew% 
Gorges, however, had Iu*jroiadifofliOT^ 

bent 



bent 0J> hfe^fciginat pkaf; atfd ih^S^^t 
which fecmerf to fevoar ilk vfcw«, Wa4 ^flg^R 
ly iooprovcd for that pdrp©fe. : Scing p^flSfc 
ed of the jotzrnate Jfnd letters of the feve>r& 
voyagers, int§ 'of all die information Wttfci 
could be had, «nd feeing always at hand; 'to 
attend the meeting* of the eorftpkrty, fie c6ti£ 
trived to keep alive their' hopes:, ttttl "we* ttfe 5 
prime mover in all their tranfa6HdttS'. ' * ' * vr 
About this tiriae Captahi TTioma&Dirmer, 
who had fceen employed in' the Amerle^ 
filhery, ahd-lfed' entered ftfliy into &£' (ami 
Views • effewdh& ferVlee ttfanlft in prof«idiitl 
ing the difecwery' of the country; He^wlfc 
at Newfoundland, : ahdf Obrgcs praraiHtf - 
the company, to f«id Ca^takt' EdWafd Rtji 
craft, Mi a (hip, to New; England, I wftfc v oi« 
ers to wait there tif I he wdufd be? " jbiriecV%^ 
Dormer. Roerafe, oh fife ^frivaT; fciet wltfSfc 
French interloper, whiclilteffefeee}, aWthe'A 
felled with his prase to 'Soiitfc Virgin^ A Id 
the mean time Dewier went • W Eiigllnd;, 
having conferred with <3tergeVaiid J the 1 etoiiftt 
pSrvy, on the'^ntetfded'dlicoveryv weftt dift*?* 
a-fhip, whfch Cor^ llmifelf owhetfr h^^Sg 
to meet with Rocraftj but wal much pe¥plciti 
«d«-nofrfititih$faimJ ted .-vr-'-v.l ,---jioO 
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$hc coaft, and piad? jpaay ^ful-obfcmtfp^ 
which he tranfmittcd to Gorges, rhc Qxupcft 
hifrcoprfe for Virginia,* where, ilocrafihhad 
killed in a quarrel, and liis baric fun^; 
Pcxracr being thus difappointed of his .coi^ 
fwt, aad ^pf his expected fupplies, returned ;t9 
the northwards At the ifland of Capawocjb 
he met with Epsnow, who knowing 4^ft 
to be employed by Gorges, and fufpp#j^ 
that his errand was to bring him baelp to 
England, confpired with his countrymen^ 
ffize him and , his companions, ieveral jqjj; 
^bom were killed in the fray : Dermer 
£@ded himfelf with his fword, and ^fc^pe^ 
.though «* withpat fourteen wound?* w^fffe 
^bligfd Jiim to go again to Virginia, whe^p, fog 
djfc& o ; The lofs of this worthy map, was.^^j 
j9nwft'4i&Q^ragin^d which Qorgfg 

had mst with, and 3? hq himfelf expre%^ 
^made him almqfi: «(blye,neyer tp.iotcft^, 
£U again in any of thefe C9w£s." But |fehj$ 
in fa& fo ? deeply ^ngag?djn tljipnj,. an$^a^£j 
many peribns engaged with Jurp, ; tha^ j}g 
could not ,tetrejat .yrith -h^our,. ^J$tft ^ 

. * It is faid tfwt hp waa the^rA who patted the .whole exteniL of 
Long Ifland ^ounV^^^^^ MIUW 
fh« oriftM&n). . This was in 1619* 
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fcope Of; fbccfcft VeiteSi^ 'fittflff aftfc* tfcfc, * 
pfofpcft began 16 open frdki a quarter* Vheife; 
It was leafcexp^d. ^ >v,.:*w 

' The patent -df i 6o6* W&kfc divided VirgkfL 
ia into two Colonics, exf*€f$ly provid^d-ffedfe. 
neither , company fhduli* begiii any plSW8^6fe 
within brie hundred miles of the '6thw. 
this interdiction * the middle region of NcJtflh 
America was neglected, and a bait was feld *b 
ttthuSt the atttntioft o^ foreignefSi. '■ ^ 
The adventurers to South Virginia had pro*, 
fiibited all who wererifct free of theW compdu 
ny from planting or trading within their lim- 
its ; the northern company had made nd ftkrh : 
regulation; by this means it happened thafc 
the South Virginia flups could fifli oj* ^ti* 
northern coaft, whilft the other c6mpidff 
Were excluded from all privileges in the fo&ttk 
6rn parts, The South Virginians had'tfWb, 
made other regulations in the roanagett*ne*dF 
their bufinefs, which the northern company . 
Stfere defirous to intimate. They thought th* 
ijioft effe&ual way to to this, was to procure 
*h exciufive pitcHi. T With this *iew, G^rgc^ 
ever a&ive to promote the intertft which he 
had efpoufed, fplicited of the crown ? new 
charter wh3^ 
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court, was after fame -delay obtained. Bf 
this inftrument forty noblemen, knight* Hid 
gentlemen, were incorporated by thi ftyte of 
«< the council eftablUhed at Plymouth, ifi tho 
County of Devon, for the planting, ruling arid 
governing of New England in America." TH3 
dfete of the charter was November 3, itficfl 
The territory fubje& to their jurifdi&ibri wsS 
frem the 40th to the 48th degree of ftortH 
latitude, and fromfea to fea. This charter ii 
the foundation of all the grants which were 
tfiade of the country of New England. 

Before tfiis divutbn wis made, a number bT 
families, who were fryled Puritans ; ofi ac v - 
cblirit of their feeking a farther rtforrnatioti or* 
tte Church of England, which they coufif 
not obfcdri, and who had retired into HofiafhJ 1 
to avoid the feverity of the penal laws AgsSrrtt; 
efiffenters, meditated a removal to AmericfaK 1 
The Dutch were fond of retaining them: &' 
their fubjeds - , and made them large ofleW; if 
they would fettle in fome of their trani^Hfie 
territories ; but they chofe «ther to' fefide 1ft 1 
the dominions of their native ptince," if tneV 
ctmfd have Kbferty of cbnfcience: ' T^ey^atiyJ 
tiy their agents, negfcikfed with dffi' SooW 
▼irgmfc wtorpany, -and obtained a : ftteAftRffl 
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|% trap^^j, thepj^ves, to America- within 
fbjji; JUnfrf ; bjgrt as to v the liberty -of cc«U 
fciepc^ tfeiGMgh they,.opi*kh obtain no induifc 
ge»ce fi?<^ thfsOjowaiind<»/iiaQd(i and:4bjj; 
j^ ifc Wjas4<$ar$* that .'t-.tfcf K»nfc Wool* 
cgnnivQ. at . afreju,. . provided-.' ihcy bolwe^ 
pgagfably." ^-thjs a&thfcfo*oiir whioj* 
ijje fpjjfc pf . #e tif** ^qjKddtfllp)** they <fc* 
$ef pj^nqd, tp.ca.ft; thfinjfeJms . on • &e :itiimi«i 
, P ; rflyidcnce ; ;,aj)d y«B*ufiet tflt Awakua 
&Yfiral ; 4jft#«B, %y J «f»Vfli at Cap* 
Cod in % ^fldj degrsepf nptfhJati&Mieia plfiQfi 
W!>8fo &m pbjfift- of: jojeato* 
which was Hudfpn's civjer. The. Dutch, buk 
t^jf ^op.^a*;,pla£e and. bcit»d their pilofr 
iWrpr^tQ cai:ry. them thither, U was late i/x .th^ 
%fon whe0, they, arrived j their penawffienr 
ffp^ jth<s .Virginia. corBBaay w^a of. BOcv«l«» 
hpp,i ; ai)d ha,vipg.neith<y iautterjty nwy fam 
of. gojrej#^eat t they were,obUged for ^e> iajpf 
Q /?$Sfc.. W°£?.. .'te .^dj^mlwked,, to foj^ 
t^em^jK^ ,in^A, hpdy r -fjpUtic, , - by , a written 
ipfcpn^tv. T^Wfu.thf ginning of th% 
cpjony ( of. N^w^lyjowul^.j. and, thjs. cvcttf t 
h^JW^. (Npyj IM&Q) f<SNT day* tfftrv 

v ferved ' 
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%yed the mtereft ef : ]b&h« 

unknown ta^teh e*hefc. The * couaJ 
cilb being informed -of thtteftattiihment o£ a 
cd&iylwithtfr their limits* were fond of vtkk* 
ingj&llfrn into their protection, and the colony 
Jttaie equally defirous of receiving that proi 

as &r as ta obtain a grant of territoc^ci 
Argent bdngrdiipatched by the colony iW| 
Engfend, Sir Gorges interefted himfelf: in 
^^ffiair, and a grant was accordingly m&dq 
^i6?3) tp John Peircc, in tnift fotuhe coloriy) 
Schist jvfcs their firft patent ; thgr afjervvahi* 

liad inother^nade to William Badftwi 
^^h^sflbciates. i 
v. ^nd which the council had in: views 
was, to prevent the accef6 pf unauthorized add 
vejunt^ tte^aflof ^ Nw-EngUnd. : Thd 
Crews.of itheir flupsr in their intercourse vtijfcfa 
the natives* l>»ng r -far : frqm any eftabliflwd 
govettmwtj were guilty of great licflmtwiiifi 
nefs. Befide* drunkenncfe, and: dehatrohdiyg 
fome flagrant enormities had 1^ 
which npt only i^uredc^rtputation rif Ens 
rppcans^but encoura^ toradta <*f 

l^ilify^A;^^ rwttcdyihtefc* evils^ th^comi^ 
ciL thpu^feifraqwr *a iippoiirt an officer 
m& g<^nfliAntr,aaitthc§<w^ Tha fcft 
*>d perfon 
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pcrft.n'%4tt>iJwaefl3feftt k ftis '^arafterj ^ 
CapttFttlricis We 1 *?; ckrikPfififfilig^ fil&ei* 
men too Ikohiibu^ and rtAuiV to be /ttoftfrofr 
c<i by him r f<KHr-ga\4e up th^^ 
maud: ?They next appointed- Capt."l&b3ff 
Gorges, a fon of -Sir FardioandoJinMe spflgf 
like his father, of an a&ve fend enterpriaft£ 
genius, and had iKidy i^ra&difnxh.the 
action war. He obtained of ithe - council 3 
patent for a trad: of land on the northeafterfr 
fide c£ Maffachafettc Bay> containing thirty) 
miles in length and ten in breadth, and by tbJi 
iafluieace of hii father, and of his kinjfateb 
Lord Edward Gorges, he was difpatched Wttlf 
avcammiflion to be "Lieutenant General And 
QvBeVmwof New England'* T^ey -appointed 
for ihis €0«ocil the afore&id Weft, with^Jhtifi 
topher Le vet, and the Governour of NewrPIytf 
fawAith for the time being, o Gorges came J f& 
Plynaouth in 1^23, pabliOjed his ebirimiffid8| 
ai?d made ibm& efforts to eStecute it. H8 
bjo«gii,t over ^h Mm ;asra Chaplain, Witfci 
am 7 ;]Vjbnell»:ai^£pi&o^l^elergyinaii. This' 
Was thafirft.d%-forithc eftaUilhmcnt of -& 
GweraliGoverrnnctt in Nevr England; : a«4 
Meriel was^to ■ hawe a- ; fuperintenden^e ineip 
dc£aflictl, a/iGarg^&a&iftci^ild^ f bat 
iiJlwq he 
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he made no ufe of his commiffion at Ply- 
mouth ; and only mentioned it in his conver- 
sion* about the time of his departure.* This 
general government was a darling objeffc with 
the council of Plymouth, but was much 
dr-eaded by the planters of New England ; 
however, all the attempts which were made to 
carry it into execution failed of fuccefs. Gor- 
ges, after about a year's refidenjee in the 
countey, and holding one court at Ply- 
mouth, upon a Mr. Wefton* who had be-, 
gun a plantation at Weffaguflet, [Wey- 
mouth] where Gorges himfelf intended 
a fettlemait, was recalled to England, the. 

fupplks 

* This Morrell appears to have been a diligent inquirer into 
the ftate and circumftanccs of the eountry, it« natural produ&en* 
and advantages, the manners, cuHomi, and government of the 
natives ; the refult of his obfervations he wrought into a poen> 
which he printed both' in Latin and Englifb. The Latin is by no 
means defbtute of claiEcal merit, of - which the following line* 
may ferve as an evidence, 

u Eft locus occiduo procul hinc fpatiofus in orbe 
Plurima regna tenens, populifque incognitus ipfis .: 
Felix frugiferis fukis; fimul a^uore felix, 
Praedit ptrdives variis* & fluraine dives, 
Axe fatis calidus, rigtdoque a frigore tutus." 
The defcription itfelf is juft and animated, and "thfr Englifh 
inflation (confidering the 4 date of it) is . very tolerable. It i* 
printed in the coUeftoit of the HftOffcafc Society, lor 179*? 
page 125. v 
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fupplies which he expelled to have received/* 
having failed. This failure was owing to one,, 
of thofe crpfs accidents which continually be-^n 
fel the Council of Plymouth. Though th^ , 
eredlion of this board was really beneficial to/ 
the nation, and gave a proper direction to the. 
fpirit of colonizing, yet they had to ftrugglc 
with the oppofing intercfts of various forts^ of 
perfons. 

The company of South Virginia, and 
deed the mercantile intereft in general, find- 
ing themfelves excluded from the privilege of 
fifliing and traffic, complained of this inftitu- 
tion as a monopoly. The commons of Eng- 
land were growing jealous of the royal pre- 
rogative ; and wifhing to reftrain it ; the grant- 
ing charters of incorporation with exclufive 
advantages of commerce was deemed a ufur- 
pation on the rights of the people. Com- 
plaints were firft made to the King in coun- 
cil ; but no difpofition appeared there to 
countenance them. It happened however, that 
a parliament was called for fome other purpo- 
fes (February 1624) in which Sir Edward 
Cook was chofen fpeaker of the commons. 
He was well known as an advocate for the 
liberties of the people, and an enemy to pro- ~ 
^ ■■ - Z - ■■ ; ■ jeflrors. . < l 
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jedtors. The King was at firft in a good hu^ 
mour with his parliament, and advantage was 
1 ^ * taken of a demand for fubfidie9 to bring m a 
bill again ft monopolies. ■ ' 

The houfe being refolved into a committee, 
Sir Ferdinando Gorges was called to the bar, 
where the fpeaker informed him, that the 1 " 
patent granted to the council of Plymouth w^s 
complained of as a grievance ; that under 
colour of planting a colony, they were purfu- 
ing private gains : that though they refpedt- 
ed him as a perfon of worth and honour, yet 
the public intereft was to be regarded before all 
perfonal confiderations ; and therefore they re*- 
quired that the patent be delivered to the houfe. 
Qorges anfwerefl, that he was but one of the 
company, inferior in rank and abilities, to 
many others ; that he had ncj power to de- 
liver it, without their confent, neither in fact, 
was it in his cuftody. Being afked where 
it was, he faid, it was for aught he knew, ftill 
remaining in the crown-office, where it had 
been left for the amendment of fome errors. 
As to the general charge he anfwered ; that 
he knew not how it could be a public griev- 
ance ; lince it had been undertaken for the 
advancementof religion, the enlargement of 

the 
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the bounds of the nation, the increafe of trade, 
and the , employment of many thoufands of 
people ; that it could not be a monopoly $ for* 
though a few only were iniercfted in the bu- 
finefs, it was becaufc many could not be in- 
duced to adventure where their lofles at firft t 
were fure, and their gains uncertain ; and, 
indeed, fo much lofs had been fuftained that 
moft of the adventurers thcmfelves were 
weary ; that as to the profit arifing from 
the fiftiery it was never intended to be con- 
verted to private ufe, as might appear by the 
offers which they had made to alUhe maritime 
cities in the Well of England ; that the grant 
of exclufive privileges made by the crown, 
was intended to regulate and fettle plantations, 
by the profits arifing from the trade, and % 
was in effect no more than many gentlemen 
and lords of manors in England enjoyed 
without offence. He added, that, he was 
glad of an opportunity for fuch a parliamen- 
tary inquiry, and if they would take Upon 
themfelves the bufinefs of colonization, he 
and his affociates would be their humble feiv 
vants as far as lay in their power, without ajiy 
retrofpect to the vaft expenfe which they ha4 
already incurred in difcovering and'taking pof» 
Z Z fefliou 
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fefiion of the country, and bringing matters to 
their then prefent fituation. He alfo defired, 
that if any thing further was to be inquired 
into, it might be given him in detail ; with 
liberty of anfwering by his council. 

A committee was appointed to examine the 
patent and make obje&ions ; which were deli- 
vered to Gorges ; accompanied with a decla- 
ration from the fpeaker that he ought to look 
upon this as a favour. Gorges having acknow- 
ledged the favour, employed council to draw 
up anfwers to the objections. His council 
were Mr. (afterwards Lord) Finch, and Mr. 
Caltrup, afterwards attorney general to the 
court of wards. Though in caufes where the 
crown and parliament are concerned as parties, 
council are often afraid of wading deeper than 
they can fafely return ; yet Gorges was fatisfied 
with the condudt of his council, who fully 
anfwered the obje&ions, both in point of Law 
and Jujlice thefe anfwers being read, the 
houfc afked what further he had to fay, upon 
which he added fome obfervations in point of 
Policy, to the following effedt: 

That the adventurers had been at great coft 
and pains to enlarge the King's dominions ; 
to employ many Teamen, handicraftsmen, and 

labourers ; 
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labourers ; to fettle a flourifhing plantation, 
and advance religion in thofe favage countries ; 
matters of the higheft confequence to the 
nation, and far exceeding all the advantage 
which could be expe&ed from a fimple courfe 
of fifhing, which muft foon have been given 
over ; for that fo valuable a country, could 
not long remain unpoflefled either by the 
French, Spaniards, or Dutch ; fo that if the 
plantations were to be given up, the fifhery 
muft inevitably be loft, and the honour, as 
well as intereft of the nation, greatly fuffer ; 
that the naifchief already done by the perfons 
who were foremoft in their complaints was 
intolerable ; for, in their diforderly intercourfe 
with the favages, they had been guilty of the 
greateft excefles of debauchery and knavery, 
and in addition to all thefe immoralities, they 
had furniflied them with arms and ammuni- 
tion ; by which they were enabled to des- 
troy the peaceable fifliermen, and had become 
formidable enemies to the planters. 

He further added, that he had, in zeal for 
the intereft of his country, deeply engaged 
his own eftate, and one of his fons to the 
American coaft; befides encouraging many of 
his friends to go thither j this he hoped would 
Z 3 be 



374 GORGES. 

be an apology for his earneftncfs in this plea* 
as if he had fhewn lefs warmth it might have 
been conftrued into negligence and in-# 
gratitude. 

Thefe pleas however earneft and rational* 
were to no purpofe. The parliament pre* 
fented to the King the grievances of the na- 
tion, and the patent for New-England was 
the firft on 4he lift. Gorges, however, had 
taken care that the King (hould be previoufly 
acquainted with the objedions and anfwers ; 
and James was fo jealous of his prerogative, 
that though he gave his aflent to a declara- 
tory a£t againft monopolies in general, yet he 
would not recal the patent. However, in 
deference to the voice of the nation, the coun- 
cil thought fit to fufpend their operations. 
This proved for a while, difcouraging tp 
the fpirit of adventure and opcafioned the 
recalling Robert Gorges from his govern r 
ment. i 

But the parliament having proceeded with 
more freedom and boldnefs in their com- 
plaints* than fuited the feelings of James, he 
diflblved them in hafte, before they could 
proceed to meafures for remedying the difor 7 
dtrs in church and ftate, which had been the 

fubjedt 
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fubjedt of complaint ; and fome of the more 
liberal fpeakers were committed to prifon . This 
ferved to damp the fpirit of reformation, and 
prepared the way for another colony of emi- 
grants to New-England. 

About the fame time, the French ambaf- 
fador put in a claim in behalf of his court 
to thcfe territories, to which Gorges was 
fummoned to anfwer before the King and 
council, which he did in fo ample and con- 
vincing a manner, that the claim was for that 
time filenced. Gorges then, in the. name of 
the Council of Plymouth, complained of the 
t)utch, as intruders on the Englilh poflef- 
fions in America, by making a fettlement on 
Hudfon's river- To this, the States made an- 
fwer, that if any fuch things had been done, 
it was without their order, as they had only 
eredted a company for the Weft Indies. This 
anfwer, made the council refolve to profecute 
their bufinefs and remove thefe. intruders. 

Hitherto Gorges appears in the light 
of a zealous, indefatigable and unfuccefs- 
ful adventurer ; but neither his labours, 
cxpenfe, nor ill fuccefs wsre yet come to a 
conclufion. 

Z 4 Tq 
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To entertain a juft view of Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges, we muft confider him both as a mem- 
ber of the Gouncil of Plymouth, purfuing the 
general intercft of American plantations ; and 
at the fame time as an adventurer, undertak- 
/ ing a fettlement of his own, in a particular 
part of the territory which was fubjeft to the 
jurifdi&ion of the council ♦ HaWng formed an 
intimacy with Capt. John Mafon, Governour 
of Portfmouth, in the county of Hants, who 
was alfo a member of the council ; and hav- 
ing (1622) jointly with him procured from 
the council, a grant of a large extent of coun- 
try, which they called Laconia, extending from 
the river Merrimack to Sagadahock, and frorii 
the ocean to the lakes and river of Canada, they 
indulged fanguine expedtation of fuccefs. 
From the accounts given of the country by 
fome romantic travellers, they had conceived 
an idea of it as a kind of terreftrial paradife, not 
merely capable of producing all the neceflaries 
and conveniencies of life but as already richly 
furnifhed by the bountiful hand of nature. 
The air was faid to be pure and falubrious ^ 
the country pleafant and delightful, full of 
goodly forefts, fair vallies, and fertile plains ; 
abounding in vines, chefnuts, walnuts, and 

jnany 
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many other forts of fruit ; the rivers ftored 
with fi(h and environed with goodly meadow* 
full of timber trees. In the great lake,* it 
was faid, were four iflands, full of pleafant 
woods and meadows, having great ftore of 
flags, fallow deer, ellcs, roebucks, beavers and 
other game ; and thefe iflands were fuppofed 
to be commodioufly fituate for habitation and 
traffic, in the midft of a fine lake, abounding 
with the mod: delicate fifh. This lake was 
thought to be lefs than 100 miles diftant 
from the fea coaft ; and there was fome fecret 
expectation that mines and precious ftones, 
would be the reward of their patient and dili- 
gent attention to the bufinefs of difcovery. 
Such were the charms of Laconia ! 

It has been before obferved that Gorges 
had fent over Richard Vines, with fome 
, others, on a difcovery, to prepare the way for 
a colony. The place which Vines pitched 
upon, was at the mouth of the river Saco. 
Some years after, another fettlement was made 
on the river pf Agamenticus, by Francis 
Norton, whom Gorges fent over with a num- 
ber of other people, having procured for 
them a patent of 1 2,000 acres on the call fide 
of the river, and 1 2,000 mo«p # on the weft 

fide 1 

? Lake Champlain, 
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lidc ; his fon Ferdinando Gorges being named 
as one of the grantees ; this was the beginning 
of the town of York. Norton was a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, and had raifed himfelf to that 
rank from a common ibldier, by his own 
merit. In this company were feveral artific- 
ers, who were employed in building faw mills, 
and they were fupplied with cattle and. other 
neceflaries for the bufinefs of getting lumber. 

About the fame time (viz. 1623) a fettle- 
ment was begun at the river Pifcataqua, by 
Captain Mafon, and feveral other merchants, 
among whom Gorges had a (hare. The prin- 
cipal defign of thefe fettlements was, to eftab- 
lifti a permanent fifhery, to make fait, to trade 
with the natives, and to prepare lumber for 
exportation. Agriculture was but a fecondary 
objedt, though in itlelf the true fource of all 
opulence and all fubfiftence. 

Thefe attempts proved very expenfive and 
yielded no adequate returns. The aflbciates 
were difcouraged, and dropped off one after 
another, till none but Gorges and Mafon re- 
mained. Much patience was neceflary, but 
in this cafe it could be grounded only on en- 
thufiafm. It was not poflible in the nature 
of things that their intereft fhould be advanc- 
ed 
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*d by the manner in which they condufted 
their bufinefs* Their colonifts came, over 
either as tenants or as hired fervants. The 
produce of the plantation could not pay their 
wages, and they foon became their own maf- 
ters. The charge of making a fettlement 
in fuch a wildernefs was more than the value 
of the lands when the improvements were 
made : overfeers were appointed, but they 
could not hold the tenants under command ; 
nor prevent their changing places on every 
difcontent : The proprietors themfelves never 
came in perfon to fuperintend their interefts, 
and no regular government was eftabliflied to 
punifli offenders or preferve order. For thefe 
reafons though Gorges and Mafon expended 
<from firft to laft more than twenty thoufand 
pounds each, yet they only opened the way for 
Dthers to follow, and the money was loft to 
them and their pofterity.* 

Whilft their private intereft was thus fink- 
ing in America, the reputation of the coun- 
cil of which were members lay under fuch 
difadvantage in England as tended to endanger 
their political exiftence. As they had been 
incorporated for the purpofe, not merely of 

granting 

* See Hiflory of N t cw-Hampftiire, vol. i. Chap. i. iu 
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granting lands, bat of making adtual planta- 
tions in America, they were fond of encou^ 
raging all attempts, from whatever quarter, 
which might realize their views and ex- 
pectations. 

The ecclefiafticai government at this time 
allowed no liberty to fcrupulous confidences ; 
for which reafon many who had hitherto been 
peaceable members of the national church, 
and wiflied to continue fuch, finding that no 
indulgence could be granted, turned their 
thoughts toward America where fome of their 
brethren had already made a fettlement. They 
firft purchafed of the council of Plymouth a 
large territory, and afterward obtained of the 
crown a charter, by which they were confti- 
tuted a body politic within the realm. In June 
1630 they brought their charter to America, 
end began the colony of Majfacbufetts. This 
proved an effe&ual fettlement, and the rea- 
fons which rendered it fo were the the zeal and 
ardour which animated their exertions ; the 
wealth which they poffeffed, and which they 
converted into materials for a new plantation 5 
but principally the prefence of the adventurers 
themfelves, on the fpot, where their fortunes 
were to be expended and their " zeal exerted. 

The 
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The difference between a man's doing bufinefe 
by himfelf, and by his fubftitutes, was never 
more fairly exemplified than in the condudfc 
of the Maflachufetts planters, compared with 
that of Sir Ferdinando Gorges : what the one 
had been labouring for, above twenty years 
without any fuccefs,was realized by the others 
in two or three years 5 in five, they were fi> 
far advanced as to be able to fend out a colo- 
ny from themfelves to begin another at Con- 
nedfcicut ; and in lefs than ten, they founded 
an Univerfity which has ever fince produc- 
ed an uninterrupted fucceffion of ferviceable 
men in church and ftate. 

' The great number of people who flocked to 
this new plantation, raifed an alarm in Eng- 
land. As they had manifefted their difcon-^ 
tent with the ecclefiaftical government, it 
it was fufpefted that they aimed at independence, 
and would throw off their allegiance to the 
crown. This jealoufy was fo ftrong, that a 
royal order was made to rcftrain any from 
coming hither who fhould not firft take the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, and obtain 
a licence for their removal. 

To refute this jealous cavil againft the 
planters of New-England,we need only to ob- 

fcrve, 
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ferve, that at the time when they began their 
fettlement, and for many years after, the lands 
which they occupied were objedts of envy 
both to the Dutch and French, The Dutch 
claimed from Hudfon, as far as Connedticut 
river, where they had ere&ed a trading houfe. 
The French claimed all the lands of New 
England ; and the Governour of Port Royal, 
when he wrote to Governour Win throp,diredt- 
ed his letters to him as Governour of the Engli/h 
at Bojton in Acadia. Had the New England 
planters thrown off their fubjedtion to the 
crown of England they muft have become a 
prey to one or the other of thefe rival powers. 
Of this they were well aware, and if they had 
entertained any idea of independency, which 
they certainly did not (nor did their JucceJJbrs 
till driven to it by Britain herfelf) it would 
have been the moft impolitic thing in the 
•world to have avowed it, in the prefence of 
neighbours with whom they did not wifli to 
be connected. 

This jealoufy, however groundlefs, had an 
influence on the public councils of the nation, 
as well as on the fentiments of individuals, 
and contributed to increafe the prejudice which 
had been formed againft all who were con*. 

ccrned 
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cernfed in the colonization of New England. 
The merchants ftill confidered the Council of 
Plymouth, as monopolizing a lucrative branch 
of trade. The South Virginia company, dif- 
reliftied their exckifive charter, and fpared no 
pains to get it revoked. The popular party, 
in the commons regarded them as fupporters. 
of the prerogative, and under the royal influ- 
ence.* The high church party were incenf- 
ed again ft them as enemies of prelacy, becaufe 
they had favoured the fettlement of the Puri- 
tans within their territory: and the King him- 
felf fufpedted that the colonies in New Eng- 
land had too much liberty to confift with his 
notions of government. Gorges was looked 
upon as the author of all the mlfchief ; and 
being publicly called upon, declared, " that 
though he had earncftly fought the intcrcft of 
the plantations, yet he could not anfwer for 
the evils which had happened by them/' It 
was extremely mortifying to him to find that 
after all his exertions and expenfes in the fer- 
vice of the nation, he had become a very un- 
popular character, and had enemies op all fides. 

To 

* This manifeftly appears from the grant which they were o- 
bliged to make to Sir William Alexander, of the country of Nova 
Scotia, by virtue of a meflage from the King, which they confider- 
ed as a command. This grant was confirmed t# him by the King, 
and he fold it to the French. 
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, To remedy thcljb difficulties, he prqje<3tcd 
the refignation of the charter to the crown ; 
5\nd the (Jjyifion of the territory into twelve 
ljDrd.fhips,to be united under one General Gpv- 
croQur. As the charter of Maflachufetts ftood 
in the way of this pr.ojedt, he, in conjunction 
.with Mafon, petitioned the crown for a revo- 
cation of it. This brought on him the ill 
will of thofe colonifls alfo, who from that 
time regarded him and Mafon as their energies. 
Before the council furrendered their charter, 
they made grants to fome of their own mem- 
bers, of twelve diftrids, from Maryland to St. 
Croix, among which the diftridt from Pifcata- 
qua to Sagadahock,extending one hundred and 
twenty miles northward into the country, was 
$(5gned to Gorges. In June 1635, the coun- 
cil refigned their charter, and petitioned the 
King and the lords of the privy council for a 
confirmation of the feveral proprietary grants, 
and the eftahli foment of a general government. 
4 Sir Ferdinando Gorges, then three fcore years 
of age, was the perfon nominated to be the 
General Qoverhor. About this time, Mafon, 
one of the principal adlors in this affair, was 
removed by death : and a fhip, which was in- 
tended for the fervice of the new government, 

felt 
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fell and broke in launching. A quo warranto 
was iffued again ft the Maffachufetts charter, 
but the proceedings upon it were delayed, and 
never completed. An order of the King in 
eouncil, was alfo iffued in 1637, ^ eftab- 
lifhment of the general government, and Gor- 
ges was therein appointed Governfcur ; but the 
troubles in Scotland and England, at this time 
grew very ferious and put a check to the bufi- 
hefs. Soon after, Archbifhop Laud and fome 
other lords of council, who were zealous in 
the affair, loft their authority, and the whole 
projeft came to nothing. 

Gorges however, obtained of the crown in 
1639, a confirmation of his own grant, which 
was ftyled the Province of Maine, and, of 
which he was made Lord Palatine with the 
lame powers and privileges as the biftiop of 
Durham in the County Palatine of Durham. 
In virtue of thefe powers, he conftituted & 
government within his faid province, and in- 
corporated the plantation at Agatrienticus in- 
to a city, by the name of Gorgeana, of which, 
his coufin, Thomas Gorges, was Mayor, who 
refided there about two years, arid then return- 
ed to England. The coundt for thfe admih- 
Miration of government weite Sif Thomas 
A a Joffclyn, 
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JpiTelyn, Knight, Richard Vines, (Steward) 
Francis Champernotm (a nephew to Gorges,) 
Henry Joffelyn, Richard .Boniton, William 
tjooke, and Edward Godfrey* 

The plan which he formed for the govern^ 
ijient of his province was this : It was to be 
divided into eight counties, and thefe into 
lixteen hundreds, the hundreds were to be 
Subdivided into parifheS and ty things, as the 
people fhould increafe. In the abfence of the 
proprietor a lieutenant was to prefide- A 
.chancellor was conftituted for the decifion of 
civil caufes j a treafurer to receive the revenue, 
a marfhal for managing the militia, and a 
xnarfhaTs court, for criminal matters ; an ad- 
miral, and admiral's court, for maritime caufes ; 
a mafter of ordnance and a fecretary , Thefe 
oncers were to be a (landing council. Eight 
deputies were to be eledted, one from each 
cqunty, by the inhabitants, to fit in the lame 
council ; and all matters of moment were to 
jba determined by the lieutenant with advice 
of the majority* This council, were to ag- 
ooint juftices, to give licences for the fale of 
lands Jubject to a rent of four pence: o^Jix j>mce 
[per acre. When any law was tp be ena&ed 
repealed, gr public money to . be^raifed, 
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they were to call on the counties to ele£Veadh 
two deputies, " to join with the council in the 

' performance of the fervice/' but nothing is 
faid of their voting as a feparate houfe; One 
lieutenant and eight juftices were allowed to 

**each county ; two head coriftables to every 
hundred ; one conftable and four tythingmeh 

"to every parifli ; and in conformity to the in- 
'ftitutions of King Alfred, each tythirigmati 

"was to give an account of the demeanor of the 

"families within his tythingj to the conftable 
of the parifli, who was to render the fame to 
the head conftables of the hundred, and they 
to the lieutenant and juftices of the county; 
who were to take cognizance of all mifdemean- 
ors ; and from them an appeal might be made 

: to the proprietor's lieutenant and council. 
Forms of government, and plans of fettle- 

' ment, are much more eafily drawn on paper, 
than carried into execution. Few people 
could be induced to become tenants in the 
'neighbourhood of fuch a colony as Maflkchu- 
fetts, where all were freeholders. No provi- 
fion was made for public inftitutions ; fchools 
were unknown, and they had no minifters, 
.till in pity to their deplorable ftate, two went 
thither frdm B6ftbn 6ix a- voluntary miflion, 
A a 2 and 
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and were well received by them. , The ctty : of 
Gorgeana, though a lofty jMme^ was in 
.bat an inconfiderable village $ and there, were 
oAly a few houfes in fome of the beil places 
fine navigation. The people were without 
wdtr and morals, and it wasifaid of fome of 
fheni, that " they . had as many jfhara in a 
woman* as they had in a fifhtng boat* 7 *. . Gor- 
get himfelf complained of the prodigality of 
hit fervants, and had very little confidence in 
hif own fons^ for whofe aggrandizement he 
ftid been labouring to eftablilh a foundation. 
Ho had indeed erected law mills and corn mills, 
and had received fome acknowledgment ih the 
Way of tents j but lamented, that he had not 
fikptd the " happy fuccefs of thofe who are 
th^rown ftewards, and the difpofere of /irar 
d&tf affairs;" 

Htivr long Gorges continued in hid office 
ttS^Gdvernour of Plymouth, does not appear 
from any materials within my reach.' In 
1625, he commanded a fhip of war m afijuad- 
toh under the Duke of Buckingham/ which 
Was fent to the affiftanceof France, under pto- 
ttfnee of biing employed againft thei Gewbefe. 
But a fufpicion having arifen that they were 




* Hiitchinfon's Colle&ion of Papers, p. 424*;." . 



G t) iR >G <E vS. 3«9 

^dftintfd to afBft L<Ajfe : agaioft his proteftaat 
fabje&sat R*£fo4ll*i*w fctfft'as they ^ere at*, 
rived at Dieppe* afc<$ found that they had been 
deceived; G«rg€<8 ^*ras the firft to break 1 his 
^dfcrfr'and murfc with his (hip to^Englanii 
The others ' followed hi* example, and thttir 
zeal ft* the Proteftant religion was akttck af>- 
plauded.* . >- ^ 
- When tha civil di^ertfions in Ertgltod broke 
out into a War, Gorges took the ip&yal ifidc^ t; 
and/thot^h the^ fap^dvanGed iaycatrs^ engaged 
perfonally in theier?ice ©f -the crown. He 
was in Prince Rupert's- army at the ftegeof 
rBriftoi in 1643 * an( ^ w h fia that city was re- 
*tek4» in 1645 by the parliaments foroes^ he 
was ^hindered and imprifonsdvf' His poJ id- 
eal principles rendered hiox obnoxious to the 
ruling powers, and when it was neceflary: /or 
tim to appear before the-GomcaiflrionerB* for 
'foreign plantations^ he/ was feverely frowneji 
*upon, iand cqnfequently difcouraged* 
. t .The time of Jaia /death is. uncertain ; ha is 
ipofcenwofi 1 in; the .records ©f the Province of 
MiinvMJ faad^ivi June '1*647. Upon his do- 

■■• ■>•> Jab ii-nui swt'/ul >'m-h .■/• Gorges^ 

•f Jo^^n' < fays that ho was Jhverai times plundered and imj>f*» 
fone(J. p. >9*^ : > ^Wit'l k* I'.QtihlioO S wlnifotOH * 

Aa 3 
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Qtirges, who, whether difcdl^rag*a , J by hi§ 
father's ill fuccefs, or incapacitated by the 
fd verity of the times, toek no care of the prbv- 
jftcte, nor do we find any thing memorable 
obricerning him. Moft of the commiffioriers 
wftfd had been appointed to govern the pr6tr- r 
iricc deferted it ; and the remaining inhabit- 
ants in 1649, wcre °hliged to combine fbt 
fhdir fcwn fecurity. In 1651, they petitioned 
the Council of State that they might be con- 
sidered 3s part of the commonwealth of Eng- 
}ind. The next year, upon the rcqueft of a 
great part of the inhabitants, the colony of 
Matifachufetts took them under their protec- 
tion, being fuppofed to be within the limit* 
of their charter; fome oppofition was made" 
tb this ftepj but the majority fubmitted or 
acquiefced ; and conlidering the difficulties 
of the times, and the unfettled ftate of affeirs 1 
in ^f>gland, this was the beft expedient for 
their fecurity. 

<'-'Qn the death of John Gorges, the propria 
ty defcended to his fon Ferdinando Gorges;- of 
Weftmiofter, who feems to have been a man 
of information and adtivity. He printed a 
dc&ription erf New England in 165^ to which 
ho ann^cd narrative written by&ie^an&r 
■ a: ,«;■ ^ * r father j 
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father i,-- from -which, this account: is ehiefly> 
compiled $ but. another- piece which, it* (opto? 
editions is tacked to> thefe, entitled; " W^nd?^ 
working. Providences/' was unfairly j*ffiribe4? 
ta Sir Fcrdinando ^Gorges, though: wr#te» by • 
a Mr. Johnfon of Wobujii in New, England* 
On the reftoration of King Charles II n 
Gorges petitioned the crown* complaining of 
the Maflachufetts colony fpr ufiirpipg th$r 
government of Maine, ■ , and extendi*^ their 
boundary lines* In 16^4, c*mm*$eners were 
fent to America, who finding- the people m 
the Province of Maine divided in their opin- 
ions with rcfpe& to matters of government^ 
appointed juft ices in the King's name to gov* 
era them j and about the fame time the pro-, 
praetor nominated thirteen c^mmiffwner* and 
prepared a fet of inftrudtions which: were en* 
tered on the records of the province. But 
upon the departure of th& royal cormxjiiSon^ 
ers the colony refumed its jurifdi£fcion over 
them* Thefe two fources of government kepi 
alive two parties* each of whom were always 
ready tQ complain of the othef and Juftify 
themielvfsi f- -. ; • 

r An inquiry into the cohdu££af Maflachu* 
fotfa had: beat mftituted in England^ and th$ 
>. : A a ^ Colony 
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cpkmy^was ordered to /end oyjct agenta tocpn** 
Aver the complaintac£Go^cs^ and Mafcn, the 
proprietor of New Hampfhue, who had jbiqu i 
jypropofed to fell their property to the crqpra 
to make a government for the Duke pf Mbd^ ■ 
mouths This propofal not being accepted, 
the colony themfelve? took the hint, and 
thought the moft effectual way of filencing 
the complaint would be, to make a purghafe. 
Thevcirpuip^ance? of the Province of Maine 
were fuch as to favour their views. The In- 
dians had invaded it, moil pf the fettlements 
Were deftroyed or deferted, and the whole 
country was in trouble ; the colony had af- 
forded them all the affiftance which was in 
their power, and they had no help froo) any 
other quarter. In the height of this calamity 
John Ufher, Efq. was employed to negpeiate 
with Mr. Gorges for the purchafe of the 
whole territory, which was effe&ed in the 
year 1677, The fum of twelve hundred and 
jg/ty pounds fterling was paid for it, and it has 
ever lince been a part of Maflachufetts. It is 
pow formed into two counties, York and 
Cumberland $ but the DiJlriSi of , Maine, as 
pftabliftied by the laws of the l/ntfed States, 

comprehends 
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comprehends alfb the ^counties trf" Lincokip 
Waihingtoo, and tfajxeock,' extending from" 
Pifcataqua to St. Croix j "a territory large, c* 7 
nough, when folly peopled, to J>e fbrotod; intcj » 
adiftindt flate. i 
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Notwithstanding the fr^ticil 

attempts, which had been made, to find a Jikf- 
fage to India, by the north, the idea wa& ncjt 
giVten up ; but it was fuppofed, that under tfifr 
dtfedion of fome prudent, refolute and expe- 
rienced commander, the objeft might yet 
attained. A fociety of wealthy and 6hgtiiri6 
adventurers, in England, believed the pradi- 
cability of the paflage ; and with a rcfolution 
tnd liberality almoft unexampled, railed thg 
money to carry on this expenfive undertaking, 
*Th&y gave the command of the expedition* 
to Henry Hudson, a feaman of enlarged 
views and long experience $ in whofc knoWfa 
edge and intrepidity they could fafefy fconAde- ; 
and whofe enterprizing fpirit was exceeded^ 
none, and equalled by few of his content 
poraries.* r 
< * When the fhip, vhich they had deftinetf 
for the voyage, was ready, Hudfon with Ms 
crew, according to the cuftoth of feamen m 
that day, went to church oh April 19, 1 607V 
^nd there partook of the Lord's Supper^ On 

the 

* Forfter's northern voyages P«^«^v T 
t Purchas iv. 567^ xVu * " 
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the firft of May, he failed from Gravefend ; 
and on- the 21ft *>£ June, difcovered land?,;$n 
lat. 73 , on the eaftern coaft of Greenland, 
which he called Hold with Hope, 
\His defign was, to explore the whole coaft 
of Greenland, which he fuppofed to be an 
iPtand $ and, if poffible, to pafs round it, to the 
northweft ; or elfe diredtly under the pole. 
Effit having failed as far as the latitude of 82% 
he found the fea obftrudted by impenetrable 
ice ; and was obliged to return to Englaad * 
where he arrived on the 15 th of September. 

By this voyage, more of the eaftern coaft of 
Greenland was explored, than had ever before 
been known ; and the ifland, afterward called 
Spitsbergen, was firft difcovered. It al& on 
pened the way to the Englifh, and after them 
to the Dutch, to profecute the whale fifbery 
ipt thpfe northern feas. 

The next year,* the fame company of ad- 
venturers refolved to make another attempt, 
and fent Hudfon agaia, to ftnd a paflage by 
$he nortfieaft. . He failed on the zzd of A* 
pril 1 60S. The higheft latitude, to which 
he s^dyanced in this voyage, was 75 30'. Afo 
haying made feveral attempts, to pafs be* 

^wee^ 
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f ween Spitsbergen and Nova Zembk, which 
he found impracticable ; tho feafon was fo iar 
fpent, and the winds fo contrary, that he had 
nbt time to try the ftrait of Waygats, nor 
fcumley's Inlet; and therefore thoughtitbis 
f * duty, to fave vidfcual, wages and tackle, ' 
fpeedy return," He arrived at Gravefcnd Sft 
the 20th of Auguft.* 

After his return from his fecond voyage, lie 
Went over to Holland and entered into the 
fervice of the Dutch, Their Eaft India com- 
pany fitted out a fhip for difcovery, find put 
him into the command. f He failed from 
^mfterdam on the 25th of March 1609.$ 1! 

The; 

In the journal of this voyage, written by Hudfon himfelf/ h 
tbo following remark, "June 15, lat. 75 7', this morning {fafe 
of our company looking overboard faw a mermaid, and callingjup 
fome of the cpmpaqy to fee her, one more came up, and oy^tfiat 
tinfc, file was come clofe to the (hip's fide, looking earhefiry onihe 
Hfeiw A little after, a fea came and overturned her, Jrpm tfce 
navel upward, her back and Ireafls were like a woman; (astfegy 
fay that faw her) her bpdy as big as one of us ; her (kin * very 
white ; and long hajr hanging down behind, of cokmjr black/ -?n 
bar going down, they faw her tail,; which was like the tail pf.*a por- 
p«ifc, and fpeckled like a mackarel* Their names that Jfawbep-wqir^ 
Thomas Hi lies and Robert Rayner." Purchas iv. ' 

+ This is laid on the authority of Dr. Forfters The'jenrfial 
ifyl nothing of it. It wjas written by Robert Juefe tys ma*e> 

ibid. 581. 

J Smith, in his liiftory of New York, following Oldmixon and 
•thcr fecond hand authorities, places this voyage in 1608. But as 
the journals of Hudfon's. four voyages arc extant in Purchas, I take 
tJi dales froin him* 
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« The higheffc latitude vrhich hie macje in A thial 
voyage was 7i° 46( $ whefje he found the, fea 
in the neighbQuf hood of Nova Zembla fo filjk 
ed with ice, and covered with fogs, that it was 
knpoffible to pafs the ftrait of Waygats to, the 
caftwardi He therefore tacked and fleered 
vpefterly, toward Greenland 5 intending to JfoH 
in with Bufs Ifland, which had been fecn ^ 
one of Frobifher's (hips in 1578 ; but when 
he came into the latitude where it was laid 
down, he could not find it# 

He then fleered fouthwefterly ; paflfed the 
banks of Newfoundland among the French 
fhips which were fifliing, without fptfaking 
with any of them ; and failed along the coaft 
of America. In this route he difcovered 
Cape Cod and landed there ; then purfued his 
itourfe to the fouth and weft ; making remarks 
po the foundings and currents, till he came 
to the erftfttnee of Chcfapeak bay*. Her* 
Kfc plied ;off and on for feveral days, and then 
ttirned^again to the northward. 

^ InHhrr return along the coaft, on th$ 28th 
6f Auguft he difcovered the great bay, no w ; 
called Delaware, in the latitude of 39 5'. 
In this bay he examined the foundings and 

. currents, 
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porrents, and the appearance of thHantf ; tint 
t did not go on fhorew 

* From this bay, - paffing along a low marfhy 
coaft . fkirted with broken iffands, on the 
4bd.of September he faw high hills Ifr the 
northward'; which I fuppofe were the 
ft finks in New Jerfey. ? vxtj; 

:s;On the 4th of September, he came to-tifc- 
chor in " a very good harbour" in the ktite& 
40? 30', which is the bay within Sandy Hook. 
On the 6th, the boat was fent to furvey what 
appeared to be the mouth of a river, dift&ftt 
four leagues. This was the ftrait called the 
Narrows, . between Long Ifland and Staten 
Ifland ; here was a good depth of wafer $ 
•ad within was a large opening, and a narrow 
river, to the weft j the channel between Ber- 
gen Neck and Staten Ifland. As the boat 
was returning, it was attacked by foaii of 
(he natives, in two canoes. One man* John 
iQolman, was killed ; he wa6 buried on a poiht 
of land, which, from that circumftance, t*ais 
called Colman's point. It is probably Sandy 
Hook, within which the {hip lay. J ' ;; V" i ;; 
- . On the 1 ith, they failed through lv tfie -ft&f- 
feows, r and found a " good harboifr fcdurefrotti 
all winds." The next day, they turned againft 

a N. W. 
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a ; N. W< iwjj|dicin*Qijth^ tqoutk of -the driver, 
which bears Hudfan's n&xn$i; and came Jto 
Wchox tytQi\&g\&9 witfcfoit.*. On thefe two 
ikys, they.wtfre vifitcdiby the natives, who 
^fought; c^rn,! heans, oyfters and tobacco. 
Tfcey had pipes of copper, in which they 
fmoked ; and earthen pots, in which, they 
^rpffed their meat* Hudfon would not fiiffer 
jfc§m to ftay on Jjoard by night. 
# Frpm .the 12th to the 19th: of September, 
feiled up the, river >> which? he found about 
3,nule wide, and of a good dbpth, abounding 
^with fiflb, among which were " great ftore of 
:(§hnona."-. As he advanced, the land on both 
fide* t was high,; till it became very mountain 
Aftps. : Tfeis " high Jand had .many points, :tfee 
charinel was narrow,and there were many eddy 
^jinds^ , ' * ■ - ■- t = 

i0 From a careful enumeration of the com- 
peted diftances,; in each day V run, as fet-dbWft 
iW tb? journal* it appeals that Hudfon- &ikd 
Jfty thiee leagues. : To this diftance^ theiivttr 
j#as navigable^, for the jfbip j the boat went 
up eight or tea leagues farther but fount! 
the,hottp^ jfjegvlgr, s and t&e stepth siotiMoro 
L |haa %en> feet,;, Jjt evident libiAfores tfett 

"■ r * S 
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he penetrated this river, as far as where the 
city of Albany now ftands. 

The farther he went up the river, the more 
friendly and hofpitable the natives appeared. 
They gave him fkins in exchange for knives 
and other trifles. But as he came down, be- 
low the mountains, the lavages were thievifh 
and troublefome, which occafioned frequent 
quarrels, in which eight of nine of them Were 
killed. The land on the eaflern fide of the 
river near its mouth, was called Manahata. 

On the 4th of Odtober he came out of the 
river ; and without anchoring in the bay, flood 
out to fca ; and fleering direftly for Europe, 
on the 7th of November arrived U in the range 
of Dartmouth in Devonfhire." Here the 
journal ends. 

The difcoveries made by Hudfon, in this 
remarkable voyage, were of great mercantile 
tfonfequence fo his employers. It has been 
faid, that he " fold the country, or rather his 
right to it, to the Dutch."* This however is 
queflionable. The fovereigns of England and 
France laid equal claim to the country, and 
it is a matter which requires fome difcuffion, 
whether the Hollanders were, at that time, fo 

far 



* Smith's hiftory of New York, p. 14. Carey's edition. 
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far admitted into the community of nations, 
as to derive rights which would be acknowl- 
edged by the other European powers.* How- 
ever, whilft they were ftruggling for cxift- 
encc among the nations, they were growing 
xich by their mercantile adventures ; and this 
capital difcovery, made at their expenfc, was 
» fpurce of no fmall advantage to them. 
They had, for fome time before, cad an eye 
on the fur trade-* and had even bribed fome 
Frenchmen, to admit them into the 
traffic at, Acadia and St. Lawrence. The 
difcovery of Hudfon's river, gave them at once, 
an entrance of above fifty leagues into the ; 
heart of the American continent ; in a fitua- 
tion, where the beft furs could be procured 
without any interruption from either the 
French or the Englifh. The glace indeed 
lay within the claim of both thefe nations : 
Acadia extended from the latitude of 40? to 
48 V and Virginia from 34^ to 45 ; but the 
French had made fcveral fruitlefs attempts to 
pafs fbuthward of Cape Cod ; and had but 
juft begun their plantations at Acadia and St. . 
Lawrence. The Englifli had made fome ef- 
forts to eftablifh colonies in Virginia, one of 

which 

* Chalmers 9 Annals. 568. 
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which was ftruggling for cxiftence, and others 
had failed, both in the fouthern and northern 
divifion. Befides, King James, by a ftroke of 
policy peculiar to himfeff, in dividing Virginia, 
between the North and South Companies, had 
interlocked each patent with the other j and 
at the fame time interested the patentees from 
planting within one hundred miles of each 
other,* Thi& uncertainty, concurring with 
other caufes, kept the adventurers at fuch a 
diftance, that the intermediate coufttry, by 
k1 : far the mofl valuable, lay expofed to the in- 
%* v trufionsof foreigners; none of whom knew 
^tf^better than the Dutch, how to avail them- 
^^ielves of the ignorance or inattention of their 
Cp^ neighbours, in the purfuit of gain. 
: M v But whether it can, at this time, be deter- 
* mined or not, by what means the Holland- 
ers acquired a title to the country; certain it 
^ is^ that they underflood and purfued the ad- 
, vantage which this difcovery opened to them. 
% Within four years, a fort and trading houft 
\ were erefted on the fpot where Albany is now 
v ; r feuilt; and another fort on the S. W. point 
*of 4 the ifland, where the city of New- York 

now 

■* ■ 

♦Seepage 41, 42. See alf« Hazard'* CoJlc&ioivvaL 1, 
50* 
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now ftands • by a company of Merchants, 
who had procured from the States General 
a patent for an exclufive trade to Hudfon't 
river. 

The tranfadfcions between Hudfon and his 
Dutch employers are not ftated in the ac- 
counts of his voyages. Dr. Forfter fays that 
he offered to undertake another voyage in their 
fervice, but that they declined it, upon which 
he returned to England ; and again entered 
into the fervice of the Company, who had 
before employed him. 

The former attempts for a northern paflag* 
having been made in very high latitudes,it was' 
now determined, to feek .for one, by pafling* 
to the weftward of Greenland, and examining . 
the inlets of the American continent. For 
this purpofe a fhip was fitted out, and the 
command was given to Hudfon ; but, unhap* 
pily, the Company infilled that he fhould take 
with him as an afiiftant, one Colburne, a very 
very able and experienced feaman. Their 
great confidence in Colburne's ikill excited 
Hudfon's envy j and after the (hip had fallen 
down the river, he put him oh board a pink, 
bound up to London, with a letter to the 
owners, containing the reafons of his con-* 
B b 2 1 dudt ; 
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dudt ; and then proceeded on his voyage, 
[April 22, 1610.] Thisrafh flep gave the crew 
an example of difobedience, which was fo 
feverely retaliated on himfelf, as to prove the 
caufe of his ruin. 

■ He went round the north of Scotland, 
through the Orkney and Faro iflands, and on 
the nth of May made the eaftern part of 
Iceland. Sailing along its fouthern ihore, in 
fight of the volcanic mountain Hecla, he put 
Into a harbour in the weftern part of the ifland ; 
where he met with a friendly receptien from 
lithe inhabitants ; but found great difienfions 



Greenland, he fleered N. W. for the Ameri-. 
. can continent. In this paflage he was fo en- 
tangled with floating ice,that healmoft defpair- 
cd of getting clear. But at length, with much ' 
labour and peril,he forced his way through the 
* ftrait and into the bay which bear his name. 
' The farther he advanced, the greater were the 
^ murmurings among his men. He removed his 
« mate and boatfwain and put others into their 
id peaces. This difcipline not only rendered him 
ftttaore unpopular % but inflamed the difplaced 
officers with bitter refentmeat againft him. 
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The whole fummer having been fpent, in 
examining the eaflern and fouthern extremities 
of the deep and extenfive bay, which he had 
difcovered ; in Odtober it was too kte to re- 
turn ; the difcovery was yet incomplete, and 
he was loth to leave it. He had taken but 
half a year's provifion from England. It was 
therefore neceflary to hufband what was left, 
and procure more by hunting ; which was 
done 'in great plenty, by reafon.of the numer-r 
ous flights of fowl, which fucceeded eaclv. 
other through the winter. ' 

In November the fhip was frozen up. Soort 
after the gunner died, and a controverfy took ^ 
place about dividing his clothes. Hudfoa* 
was partial to Henry Green, a young man of 
a debauched character, whom he had taken on 
board ; and whofc name was not on the fhip's 
books. This youngs man unge&eroufly took 
part with the difcontented, and loft Hudfon's 
fevour. 

They had to ilruggle with a fevere winter, 
and bad accommodations, which produced 
fcorbutic and rheumatic complaints. Thefe 
were relieved by a deco&ion of the buds of a 
tree filled with a balfamic juice ; the liquor 
was drank, and the buds applied to the fwelled 
joints. This is fuppofed to have been the 
Populus bal[amfera % 
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When the fpring came on, the birds difap- 
peared, and their provifions fell fhort. To 
itill the clamour among the difcoritented, 
Hudfon injudicioufly divided the remaining 
itores, into equal {hares, and gave each man 
his portion ; which fome devoured fet oncd 
and others preferved. 

The fhip being afloat, he began to fail to- 
ward the N. W. to purfue the objedfc of his 
voyage ; when, (June 21,1611) a corifpira- 
; cy which had been fometime in fermentation, 
broke out into open mutiny. The difpkeed 
ftiate and boatlwain, accompanied by the in- 
^ nmous Green and others, rofe and took com- 
mand of the (hip. They put Hudfon* his 
Ion, the carpenter, the mathematician, and 
five others, moft of whom were tick and lame, 
into the fhallop 5 with a fmall quanjtity of 
flieal, one gun and ammunition, two or three 
ipears and an iron pot ; and then with the 
moft favage inhumanity turned them adrift. 
This is the laft account* of Hudfon. Wheth- 
er he, with his unhappy companions, pdrifhed 
By the fea, by famine, or. by the favages, is 
unknown. 

. The confpirators put the fhip about to the 
eaftward and hafted to get out of the bay. 
Near Cape Digges, they met with feVen canoes 
of the favages, by whom they were attacked. 

The 
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The perfidious Green was killed/ and three 
others wounded, of whom two died in a fevr 
days. . The miferable remnant, jmrfued theif 
courfe homeward, and fuffered much by fam- 
ine ; but at length arrived in Ireland, and frotn- 
thence got to England. 

This account of the unfortunate end of 
Hudfon and the return of the (hip, is taken 
from a narrative written by Abacuc Pricket,* 
whom the mutineers preferved, in hope that 
by his connexion with Sir Dudley Digges, 
one of the owners, they ihoijld obtain their 
pardon. 

The moft aftonifliing circumftance in this 
horrid ait of cruelty, is the oath, by whicli 
the confpirators bound thcrnfelves to execute 
their plot ; the form of it is preferved by 
Pricket, and is in thefe words. 

" You lliall fwear truth, to GOD, your 
Prince and Country ; you fhall do nothing 
but to the Glory of GOD, and the good of 
the action in hand, and harm to no man." 
It is to be hoped, that the abfurdity, hypoc- 
rify, and blafphemy of this tranfadtion w#I 
ever be unparalleled in the hiftory of human 
depravity ! 

* Purclias, iv, 597. 
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1 HE author is fo much indebted to 
Hakluyt and Purchas, that he thinks it 
T>ut juft to give fome account of them and 
their writings, 

Richard Hakluyt, Prebendary of 
Weftminfter, was born in Herefordfhire, 
J 5 53. He early turned his attention to geo- 
graphy, and read lc&ures in that fcience at 
. Oxford, where he was educated, and where 
he introduced maps and globes, into the pub- 
lic fchools. In 1582 he published a fmall 
cojlpdtion of voyages and difcoveries ; and 
\ going two years after as chaplain to Sir Ed- 
ward Stafford ambaflador to France, he there 
met with and published a M. S. entitled, 
T&e Notable Hijlory of Florida \ by Laudon- 
nifrre and other Adventurers. He returned to 
England in 1588, when he applied himfelf to 
foiled, tranflate and digeft all the voyages, 
journals and letters that he could procure, 
^VTiich he publifhed firfl in one volume, 1 589, 
$6 which he afterward added two others, and 
reprinted the firft in 1599, and 1600. He 
^jrsjs a man of indefatigable diligence and 
great integrity 5 much in favour with Queen 
Elizabeth's miniftry, and largely converfant 

with 
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with Teamen* He died in 1616, and his ma- 
nufcripts fell into the hands of Mr. Purchas. 

[Wood and Northouck.] 
A complete fet of Hakluyt's Voyages is in 
the library of the Maffachufetts Hiftorical 
Society. 

Samuel Purchas was born at Thack- 
fteadin Effex, 1577, and educated at Cam* 
bridge. He was firfl: vicar of Eaftwood in 
Eflex, then redlor of St. Martin's London. 
He publiftied a folio volume entitled, Purchas 
his Pilgrimage j or Relations of the World and 
the Religions obferved, in all Ages and Places^ 
&c. The third edition of it, is dated 1617. 
When Mr. Hakluyt's papers fell into his hands 
he compiled four other volumes, which were 
printed 1625 $ they are entitled, Purchas bis 
Pilgrims. Part i, ii, iii, iv. The whole 
makes a fet of five volumes. They confift 
of journals, letters, narratives, tranflations and 
abridgements, comprehending all the travels 
and difcoveries made in all parts of the world, 
and are, with Hakluyt's work, the largeft and 
jnoft authentic collection of the kind, extant 
for that time f By the publiftiing of this vol- 
, unainous work, Purchas brought himfelf into 

debt* 
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debt ; and it has been faid that he died in 
prifon i but Northouck fays he died in his 
own houfe in London, 1628. 

A complete fet of Purchas's Pilgrims is im 
the library of Harvard College. 
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Page 7. note % read— Tailing tuejhvard faw the meridian fun on the right 
band. — 38, dele the marginal note. — 1S6, line 4, from bottom, for heard 
'iread herd. — 190, line 6, for Mabille read MobilU. — 208, note, line 4, for 
iibout, read * boat. — 220, line 4, from bottom, dele the firft of, — 222, line 
sftcr weed infert 363, line 6, from bqttomt read bttitate* 
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